
SAINT GERALD CATHOLIC CHURCH 
  

17th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—A 
  

25 July 2020, 5 p.m. 

  

INTRODUCTORY RITES 

  

OPENING                  PRAISE TO THE LORD 

  

 1. Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the king of creation! 

 O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 

 Come, all who hear: Now to his altar draw near, Joining in glad adoration! 

  

 2. Praise to the Lord, who shall prosper our work and defend us; 

 Surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend us. 

 Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, Who with his love will befriend us. 

  

 3. Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in us adore him! 

 All that has life and breath come now with praises before him! 

 Let the "Amen" sound from his people again, Now as we worship before him! 

  
Text: 14 14 47 8; Joachim Neander, 1650–1680; tr. by Catherine Winkworth,  1827–1878, alt. Music: Ernewerten Gesangbuch, 

Stralsund, 1665; adapt. fr. The  Chorale Book for England, 1863. 

                   

 

PENITENTIAL ACT 

GLORY TO GOD            MASS OF RENEWAL 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING                   1 Kings 3:5, 7-12 
  

The LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream at night. God said, “Ask something of me 

and I will give it to you.” Solomon answered: “O LORD, my God, you have made me, 

your servant, king to succeed my father David; but I am a mere youth, not knowing at all 

how to act. I serve you in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a people so 

vast that it cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant, therefore, an 

understanding heart to judge your people and to distinguish right from wrong. For who is 

able to govern this vast people of yours?” The LORD was pleased that Solomon made 

this request. So God said to him: “Because you have asked for this— not for a long life 

for yourself, nor for riches, nor for the life of your enemies, but for understanding so that 

you may know what is right— I do as you requested. I give you a heart so wise and 



understanding that there has never been anyone like you up to now, and after you there 

will come no one to equal you.”     

RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Ps 119: 57, 72, 76-77, 127-128, 129-13 

 R.  Lord, I love your commands. 

I have said, O LORD, that my part is to keep your words. 

The law of your mouth is to me more precious 

than thousands of gold and silver pieces. 

R.  Lord, I love your commands. 

Let your kindness comfort me according to your promise to your servants. 

Let your compassion come to me that I may live, for your law is my delight. 

R.  Lord, I love your commands. 

For I love your command more than gold, however fine. 

For in all your precepts I go forward; every false way I hate. 

R.  Lord, I love your commands. 

Wonderful are your decrees; therefore I observe them. 

The revelation of your words sheds light, giving understanding to the simple. 

 

SECOND READING        Romans 8:28-30 

 Brothers and sisters: We know that all things work for good for those who love God, 

who are called according to his purpose. For those he foreknew he also predestined 

to be conformed to the image of his Son, so that he might be the firstborn among many 

brothers and sisters. And those he predestined he also called; and those he called he 

also justified; and those he justified he also glorified.  

  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION            Matthew 11:25 

 Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; 

for you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom.  

  

GOSPEL                  Matthew 13:44-52 

 Jesus said to his disciples: “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a field, 

which a person finds and hides again, and out of joy goes and sells all that he has and 



buys that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant searching for fine 

pearls. When he finds a pearl of great price, he goes and sells all that he has and buys 

it. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net thrown into the sea, which collects fish of 

every kind. When it is full they haul it ashore and sit down to put what is good into 

buckets. What is bad they throw away. Thus it will be at the end of the age. The angels 

will go out and separate the wicked from the righteous and throw them into the fiery 

furnace, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth. “Do you understand all these 

things?” They answered, “Yes.” And he replied, “Then every scribe who has been 

instructed in the kingdom of heaven is like the head of a household who brings from his 

storeroom both the new and the old.” 

  

HOMILY; PROFESSION OF FAITH; PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

OFFERTORY       BE THOU MY VISION 

  

1. Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art: 

Thou my best thought, by day or by night, Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 

 

2. Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true word; I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord: 

Thou my great Father, I Thy true son, Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one. 

3. Riches I heed not, or man's empty praise, Thou mine inheritance, now and always: 

Thou and Thou only, first in my heart, High King of heaven, my treasure Thou art. 

 

4. High King of heaven, my victory won, May I reach heaven's joys, O bright heav'n's Sun! 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 
Text: 10 10 10 10; Ancient Irish; tr. by Mary E. Byrne, 1905; fr. Eleanor Hull's  Poem Book of the Gael, 1912, alt. Music: Trad. Irish 

Melody; adapt. fr. The  Church Hymnary, 1927. 

  

EUCHARISTIC ACCLAMATIONS             MASS OF RENEWAL 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON        Psalm 103:2 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and never forget all his benefits. 



COMMUNION               CHRISTIANS, LET US LOVE ONE ANOTHER 

 

1. Christians, let us love one another, As we share the true living bread. 

Jesus is our God and our brother; With his flesh and blood we are fed. 
 

REFRAIN: Ev'ryone who loves is born of God. Jesus is our life. God is love. 

 

2. We who break this bread are one body, We who share this cup are all one. 

Children of our Father in heaven, We are heirs with God's only son. 

 

3. We who eat and drink at this table Die and rise again with our Lord. 

Drawing from our Rock living water Giv'n to all who thirst for accord. 

 

4. On the path of life we may falter, Earthly food alone leaves us weak; 

Always you invite from the altar, "Hungry souls their food here must seek." 

 

5. Wheat and grape incarnate a myst'ry: Jesus is the true living bread. 

Let us eat with joy and thanksgiving, Trusting in the word he has said. 

 

6. Jesus is the vine, we the branches; We are grains of wheat, Christ the bread. 

Those who eat this bread live forever, One with Christ, our Lord and our Head. 

 
Text: 98 98 98; © 1973, Claudia Foltz, SNJM, and Armand Nigro, SJ. Published by  OCP. All rights reserved. Music: French, 17th 

cent.; Chansons populaires des  Provinces de France, 1860. 

 

 A SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Blessed Sacrament.  

I love You above all things and I desire You in my soul. Since I cannot now 

receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. As 

though You were already there, I embrace You and unite myself to You;  

permit not that I should ever be separated from You.  Amen. 
 

CONCLUDING RITE 
 

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 

PRAYER TO SAINT MICHAEL  
 

Saint Michael, the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our defense against the 

wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; and 

do thou, O Prince of the heavenly host, by the power of God, thrust into Hell 

Satan and the other evil spirits who prowl about the world for the ruin of souls. 

Amen 
  



CLOSING          LEAD ME, LORD 

1. Blessed are the poor in spirit, longing for their Lord, for God's coming kingdom shall 

be theirs. Blessed are the sorrowing, for they shall be consoled, 

and the meek shall come to rule the world. 

 

Refrain 

Lead me, Lord, lead me, Lord, by the light of truth  to seek and to find the narrow way. 

Be my way; be my truth; be my life, my Lord, and lead me, Lord, today. 

 

2. Blessed are the merciful, for mercy shall be theirs, and the pure in heart shall see 

their God. Blest are they whose hunger only holiness can fill, 

for I say they shall be satisfied. 

Text: Based on Matthew 5:3–12; 7:7, 13; John 14:6. Text and music © 1987, John D. Becker. Published by OCP. All rights reserved          

 

All songs reprinted under ONE LICENSE #733440-A 

  
 
 
 

  


