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By Sherry Wachtler

Four young men – all Seminarians – 
found themselves in familiar territory 
July 27. They were serving Mass at St. 
Gerald’s just like they had done when 
they were in St. Gerald’s elementary 
school. But this time they were serving 
as seminarians.

Led by Father Scott Schmilmoeller, 
Director of Vocations and priest in 
residence at John Paul II Newman 
Center, the four – Matthew Pohlman, 
Thomas LaSala, Ryan Sheridan, and 
Andrew Nigro – assisted Father 
Marcus Knecht at the 8 a.m. Mass. Fr. 
Schmilmoeller is also from St. Gerald’s. 
Afterward, they visited parishioners at 
a reception held in their honor in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

This is the first time in recent church 
history that four young men from 
our parish are attending a seminary. 
Matthew Pohlman, son of Brent and 
Michele Pohlman and grandson of St. 
Gerald parishioners Lou and Kathy 
D’Ercole, attended four years of college 
and is in his third year – Theology III – at 
Pontifical North American College III in 
Rome. Matthew recalls the day in first 
grade when Pope John Paul II died. 
“Ever since that day, I have wanted to 
be like him,” he said. 

It was serving Benediction services 
on the first Fridays of the month at St. 
Gerald church that Matthew knew what 
he wanted to do. “It was fun for me to 
learn to swing the incense around. 
I realized that rather than serving, my 
desire was to be where the priest was.” 

Four Seminarians Right at Home 
Serving Mass

Andrew Nigro, son of Scott and Estelle 
Nigro, remembers the impact of his 
final year at St. Gerald School. “The 
Sacrament of Confirmation as well as 
graduation made me reflect on the 
past as well as directed me towards a 
future of hope and a continual striving 
for greatness.” 

Andrew first started discerning his 
junior year of high school. The Lord 
was his greatest influence in his 
decision to enter the seminary. “It is by 
His grace that I am where I am at right 
Now,” he said. A graduate of Mount 
Michael, Andrew is a UNO graduate 
and will enter his first year of seminary 
in the Propaedeutic Year, a year of 
formation only, at St. Paul Seminary in 
St. Paul, Minnesota.  

Thomas LaSala and Ryan Sheridan, 
both recent high school graduates, are 
each attending seminary in St. Paul, 
Minnesota. Thomas, son of Phil and 
Carolyn LaSala, is a freshman at St. 
Thomas University, living at St. John 
Vianney Seminary, which is on the 
same campus. Thomas graduated from 
Skutt High School. Ryan, a Creighton 
Prep graduate, is attending St. Paul 
Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota for his 
Propaedeutic Year. Ryan is the son of 
Sean and Mary Sheridan.

While Matthew is becoming proficient 
in speaking Italian in Rome, Andrew, 
Thomas, and Ryan will be adjusting to 
life in the northern state. As Andrew 
said, “I am looking forward to taking on 
the formidable Minnesota winters and 
growing in community and spirituality 
with the guys I will be living with.” 

Thomas LaSala, Andrew Nigro, Ryan Sheridan, Matthew Pohlman
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Archdiocese Pastoral Conference

The Seminarians with Deacon John True and Fr. Knecht Fr. Schilmoeller with the four Seminarians

Fr. Knecht with parishioners Lou D’Ercole emceed 
the program

The reception honoring the Seminarians

Continued photos from: Four Seminarians Right at Home Serving Mass

St. Gerald’s Sewing Group
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VOTING CATHOLIC
The midterm elections are 
quickly approaching and our 
vote, as Catholics, is perhaps 
the most important vote we will 
ever have to make in our entire 
lifetime, especially regarding 
the future of our nation. We live 
in extremely troubling times, to 
say the least. Our nation is so 
deeply divided and polarized 
on so many issues it makes one 

wonder if we will ever recover. What we see taking place 
before our very eyes in the political arena and on our city 
streets is more than merely a political battle, however. It is 
a spiritual battle between the forces of good and evil. It is a 
battle for individual souls and for the very collective soul of 
our nation.

So before casting our ballot this November, it is of utmost 
importance that we, as Catholics and disciples of Jesus 
Christ, first remember who we are and that we belong to 
Christ and to Him alone. St. Paul says to Catholics in 1 
Cor. 6:19, “Do you not know that your body is a temple of 
the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God, and 
that you are not your own. For you have been purchased 
at a price”. In Romans 14:7-8, he says, “None of us lives 
for oneself, and no one dies for oneself. For if we live, we 
live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord; so 
then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s”. In other 
words, as a disciple of Jesus, I belong to Him and to His 
Church before I belong to any particular political party. 
My allegiance is first and foremost to Jesus Christ and to 
His Church before it is to any political party. Therefore, as 
a Catholic and as His disciple, my vote must not be based 
merely on my party affiliation (Republican, Democrat, 
etc.), personal feelings or opinions regarding a particular 
candidate, but upon a well-informed conscience and upon 
my faith in Jesus Christ and the teachings He has entrusted 
to us, His Church. 

No political candidate is perfect and no political platform 
will perfectly align with the teachings of Christ and His 
Church. Yet, regardless of our political party affiliation, 
as Catholics we have a moral obligation to choose a 
candidate whose political platform best aligns with 
the teachings of our Faith. For example, among all the 
important political and moral issues (i.e., immigration, 
taxes, economy, abortion, religious liberties, etc.) we must 
face, the most preeminent issue in any election is always 
that regarding human life (i.e., abortion and euthanasia). 
That does not necessarily mean I am a “single issue 
voter”. What it means is that, as I prayerfully consider a 

candidate’s political platform as 
a whole, the first question 
I must ask is: does this 
candidate defend an 
individual’s right 
to life, most 
especially that 
of the unborn 
child? Is this 
candidate pro-
life or pro-choice 
(pro-abortion) or 
pro-euthanasia? 
For a Catholic to 
freely vote for a pro-
choice candidate with 
the intent to explicitly 
support the legalization 
of abortion would be a very grave offense (sin) to God 
Himself who is the very source of all life. This is not only 
anti-Catholic and anti-Christian, it is anti-Christ. Being an 
intrinsic evil (i.e., murder), abortion is never acceptable 
under any circumstances. Jesus says, I am the way and 
the truth and the life” (Jn. 14:6). Another very important 
issue that we must also prayerfully consider as Catholics, 
and that is also under serious attack today, is our freedom 
to worship God. Will this candidate and their political 
platform truly protect my religious liberties as a Catholic?  

As Catholics and as disciples of Jesus Christ, let us truly 
be Catholic and not merely by name. May the good Lord 
give us the courage and humility to truly walk the walk and 
to cease giving God merely lip service. Let our allegiance 
be first and foremost to Him and to His Church and not 
merely to our own political party affiliation. Jesus tells us 
clearly in Matthew 5:13-16 that we are the salt of the earth 
and the light of the world, and that our light must shine 
before others, that they (the world) may see [our] good 
deeds and glorify [our] heavenly Father. Our mission is to 
be Christ in this world. If we, as Catholics and as disciples 
of Jesus Christ, do not take a stand for truth and for the 
protection of all life, then who will? So, may the light of 
Christ within us shine brightly and His voice be heard in 
the voting booth this November, by first and foremost 
standing up for life and for truth, for Christ Himself. If we 
are true to who we are as Christians and faithful to Christ 
and His teachings, then He, in turn, will be true to us and 
will restore us to who He intended us to be from our very 
founding: “One nation under God with liberty and justice 
for all”. God bless you all and God bless America!

For more information regarding guidelines for Catholic voters please go to:
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/upload/forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship.pdf

from our Pastor, Fr. Mark Nolte
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A Model for Her Community
By Joan Squire

Maria Sanchez is a fixture in the Ralston community and at the St. Gerald Sunday 
noon Mass.

Maria and her husband Pat moved to St. Gerald from Our Lady of Guadalupe 
in 1977. At that time they had opened their restaurant, Maria’s, in the Hillcrest 
shopping center. Their previous restaurant experience was with a small takeout 
business in Puerto Rico while Pat was stationed with the Air Force. When his 
enlistment ended they returned to Omaha and decided to open a restaurant 
using Maria’s mother’s recipes. After five years they moved to their current Ralston 
location and have been in business there ever since. Maria says that their tacos 
remain the most popular menu item.

Maria’s husband Pat died about 20 years ago and her grandson is now managing 
the restaurant. In the years since then, Maria has been very active at St. Gerald. 
Parishioners who frequent the 10 a.m. or noon Mass may be familiar with her as 
a long time usher or EMHC. Maria has most recently been the sacristan for the 
Sunday noon Mass. She first learned sacristan duties when St. Gerald offered a 
5 p.m. weekday Mass. There were very few sacristans then. Today she is part of a 
much larger team that serve as sacristans. 

Pat Seier says, “I will sum Maria up in one word, ‘Faithful’. She has served St. 
Gerald’s Parish for many year as the Sunday noon Sacristan. Maria is welcoming, 
kind and attentive to those who come to the Sacristy with questions or needing 
help. When you talk to Maria it is very clear that she loves being a member of St. 
Gerald’s and is super proud of her family.”

This past summer during the Ralston Independence Day celebration Maria was 
named Citizen of the Year. As soon as she knew she had the honor of being in 
the parade she invited a long time friend with a T-Bird convertible to be her ride. 
She said she had a great time and was grateful that the car had air conditioning as 
despite the top being down she was still able to keep cool. 

In her community or her church Maria is recognized for her faithful service. 

Maria Sanchez

Remember a Loved One 
with a Gift to St. Gerald 

Parish and School

There is no time better than the present to 
honor & remember your loved one who was 

passionate about their faith and our St. Gerald 
Parish Community. Consider a financial gift in 
their name to one of our endowment funds: 

St. Gerald Parish Endowment, the Father 
Foster Endowment, or the St. Gerald School 
Endowment. Please contact John Yochum, 

Development Coordinator, at 402-331-1955 
(ext. 25) if you have any questions about 

this opportunity.

The October 9th Hospitality Sunday was hosted by That Man is 
You ministry and Nazareth ministry. Verl Squire and Vic Stannish 

participate in the Saturday morning That Man is You group. 
Rick and Michele Spomer are active in the Nazareth ministry. 

The next Hospitality Sunday will be November 13th. 

Maria with Ralston Mayor 
Don Groesser 
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St. Gerald Catholid School is blessed to 
have two Kindergarten classes this year. 
Mrs. Sarah Cunningham has a class of 15 
students and Miss Megan Majewicz has 
16 kids.

Mrs. Cunningham on their 11th day of 
class tells me, “They are amazing and 
are picking up on skills so fast.” They 
are learning words already and will be 
putting together sentences soon. They 
practice cutting and gluing to improve 
motor skills and work on activities that 
improve their manipulative skills for math 
and reading

The kids say that they like when Mrs. 
Cunningham reads to them and enjoy
doing the fun activities. They especially 
like playing outside on the monkey bars, 
swings, merry go round and the giant 
yellow and blue “jacks”.

The school principal, Mrs. Christy 
Keenen, said that the kindergartners are 
an incredibly eager bunch. Mrs. Kelly 
Mancuso, the school secretary says that 
the kids are very sweet and joyful. They 
wave as they pass her each day.

All in all, they are off to a great start and 
love going to school at St. Gerald’s.

Welcome to St. Gerald’s 
Kindergarten Class of 2022/23
By Bonni Pulte

We’d love your input! Submit your photographs and story ideas 
for the newsletter to stgeraldspiritlink@gmail.com

31 KINDERGARTNERS 
REFLECTS THE SOLID 

INTEREST IN OUR 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

CURRICULUM 
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2022 St. Gerald Catholic School Walk of Pride
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The generosity from our St. Gerald 
Parish Family never stops. It’s 
important to mention some of the 
valuable work/activities that are done 
through parishioners who give of their 
financial resources. Some examples 
include…

Our tabernacle was placed in the 
center of the altar at the 96th Street 
Church building a few months ago. 
There was discussion to do this move 
for the past several years. One of 
our current parishioners provided 
an anonymous contribution to help 
support the cost of updating the 
brick shelf at the back of the altar to 
structurally support the tabernacle. 

Improvements to the sound system 
in the main Church building were 
facilitated over the past even months. 
Updates to the electronic controls 
were installed, appropriate speaker 
power amps were installed, speakers 
were repositioned. A new laptop 
control application was also installed. 
These improvements were facilitated 
through the generosity of two separate 
contributions from parishioners. Many 
at Mass have commented on the 

Generosity is Ever Present
By John Yochum

quality of sound from the altar now. 
The sound has also greatly improved 
for our wonderful choir and music 
performances. 

Our St. Gerald School Endowment 
receives many contributions for 
education needs. One recent family 
gave an anonymous check in honor 
of a loved one with a note explaining 
their reason for the gift – “This gift 
to St. Gerald School Endowment 
is because we realize AND are 
THANKFUL for our kids attending St. 
Gerald School in the past. We now 
see that, as adults, they are successful 
parents and citizens because of the 
strong Christ-centered Foundation 
and Values that they learned while 
attending St. Gerald School!” We 
know this sentiment is valid for 
hundreds of students and families 
at our school today. 

The school building benefited by 
the installation of three new “Bottle-
filling Drinking Stations” thanks to a 
generous gift from a parish family. 
They provided the new equipment 
to the school, and our facilities team 
installed the new drinking stations over 
the last month. 

A reoccurring contribution by a 
generous parishioner provides source 
of supplies to our Rosary Makers 
Group here at St. Gerald Church. 
Parishioners may not know that this 

If you would like to support these & other valuable programs at our Church and School, 
your tax-deductible contributions can always be made to our church office, 

or through our on-line donation option at: StGerald.WeShareOnline.org 

group of forty volunteers makes 
thousands of bead rosaries each year 
for free distribution in the United 
States and internationally. 

Very generous support has helped 
provide much-needed Restroom 
Renovations at our St. Gerald Catholic 
School. Our restroom spaces at 
our school look like they have not 
been updated since the original 
construction, around 1960. Progress on 
renovating four of these restrooms is 
THANKS to many parishioners, school 
families, and area businesses who have 
supported us through the successful 
Guardian Angel Auction & Dinner, 
the fun Walk of Pride event, and our 
important building fund budget. Know 
that your support of these activities 
results in action for our school youth! 

This phase of renovation work covered 
the girls and boys restrooms by the 
2nd grade classrooms, and the set of 
girls and boys restrooms by the 4th 
grade classrooms. We will be working 
to cover the cost to renovate six 
additional restrooms at our school over 
the next 12-24 months. 
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Our Vision:   Encountering Jesus  ·  Making Disciples  ·  Transforming Lives

St. Gerald Parish Mission Statement: Led by the Holy Spirit, we are a Catholic community of faith 
whose primary purpose is to know Jesus, to love Him, and to serve Him in serving others. Sent to 

make disciples, we invite and welcome everyone to come and share our Master’s joy.

Church - 96th and Q Street
Saturday:  5:00pm
Sunday:  8:00am, 10:00 am, 12:00pm
Daily:  12:15pm (M-F), Rosary at 11:45am
Holy Days:  check the bulletin and online 

Chapel - 78th and Lakeview 
Sunday:  7:00am
Daily:  6:45am (M, T, Th, F), Rosary at 6:15am
Saturday:  8:15am, Rosary at 7:45am
Holy Days:  check the bulletin and online

ST. GERALD CATHOLIC CHURCH

Chapel - 78th and Lakeview 
M, T, Th, F:  6:30-6:45am 
Saturday:  8:00-8:15am

Church - 96th and Q Street
Saturday:  3:00-4:30pm 
Monday-Friday:  12:00-12:15pm 

MASS TIMES

RECONCILIATION TIMES

www.StGerald.org www.StGerald.org

LIVE STREAM IS AVAILABLE DURING THE SATURDAY 5:00PM AND SUNDAY 10:00AM MASSES




