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A Man on Fire
By Eric Olson
When Spencer and Erika Choquette
became St. Gerald members five
years ago, they vowed to do their
part to help create a vibrant parish
community. That meant more than just
going to Sunday Mass.
Spencer now is the lead organizer
for the That Man Is You weekly faith
sharing and Bible study, one of the
coordinators of Knights of Columbus
food drives, and he was on the core
team that put on the recent Men On
Fire conference at St. Gerald. He and
Erika also are a mentor couple in the
parish’s marriage formation program.
“Definitely found a few new ways to
get involved,” Spencer said. “That’s
what we said we wanted to do if
we’re going to be parishioners. We
want to try to be more active and get
connected with people at the parish
and be able to have a true parish
community instead of just having faces
we recognize when we show up on
Sundays.”
Spencer grew up one of four children
on his parents’ farm near Minden
in central Nebraska. The family was
among 30 or 40 in a small country
parish, and Spencer was involved in
most church activities.
He went to college in Lincoln at
Nebraska Wesleyan. That’s where he

met Erika. He played on the basketball
team; she was a volleyball player. They
were married in 2014.
Spencer is in his second year
as principal at Anderson Grove
Elementary in the Papillion-LaVista
School District. He previously taught
fourth grade for six years and was an
assistant principal for two.
Erika is an orthopedic nurse at
Children’s Hospital and works two
weekends a month at Essential
Pregnancy Services (EPS).
They have two sons, 5-year-old
Grayson and 7-month-old Willis, and
an angel, Saige, who was with them for
nine days before going to her eternal
rest.
Spencer said he always longed to be
in a parish where people are active
and openly talking about their faith.
He remembered having a conversation
about it with the priest who married
him and Erika, Father Mark McKercher.
“He challenged me at one point,
about how you can be part of the
problem or be part of the solution,
whichever you want to be,” he said.
Spencer began attending That Man Is
You shortly after he and Erika joined
St. Gerald. His role increased once the
pandemic hit and turned in-person
meetings into virtual meetings.

Steve Sorensen, Todd Imhoff, Bob Murphy, Spencer Choquette, (son, Grayson),
Rob Thornhill, Mark Munchrath, John Riesberg, and Michael Meier

The Choquette Family
“I was experienced working with
Zoom so, by default, I started leading
it, sending out emails and the Zoom
link,” he said. “Once things settled
back down, Joe Tometich approached
me about taking it over altogether. I
still get support from him and other
guys.”
He gravitated toward helping with
food drives after he joined the Knights,
and he said his and Erika’s work with
couples in marriage preparation has
brought much fulfillment.
Spencer is getting his oldest son
involved in the parish by having him
join him at That Man Is You. Grayson
already is one of the guys.
“It’s fun when we walk into church on
Sunday or Saturday night, because
almost always there is one or two guys
he recognizes,” Spencer said. “He
gives a guy a high-five or says there’s
so-and-so over there. When I feel like
my kids are connected to the parish, it
definitely makes a difference for us and
makes it feel a lot more like home.”
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Baptism: Transformed into Christ
“Every Lent we come back to our baptism. Every year
at the Easter Sunday Masses, beginning the night
before at the Easter Vigil, we are asked some very hard
questions: Do you reject Satan? Do you believe in God?
Do you believe in the church? We stand alongside the
people who are soon to be baptized. With them we
look into the frightening waters of baptism. In the sixth
chapter of the Letter to the Romans, St. Paul tells us
that we die in the water of baptism! We die in the hope
that we will be raised with Christ.
At baptism, Christians take on three lifelong disciplines. These are prayer, fasting,
and almsgiving. They help us remain faithful to our baptismal promises. Each of
these disciplines can take many forms. Prayer is communication with God. Fasting
is self-denial, self-control, simple living. Almsgiving is giving to those in need. We
share our goods, our money, our talents, and time.
These three disciplines function best when they are done together. They balance
each other. The word itself, “discipline,” reminds us that we are “disciples” of
Christ. Another word for prayer, fasting and almsgiving is “exercise”. Exercise does
little good unless it’s done according to a schedule that we stick to. If we make
excuses not to exercise, if we cheat on the program, then we won’t get results.
The same can be said for prayer, fasting and almsgiving. Lent is the season to renew
good ways to practice these three kinds of activity. Most Christians find that, in time,
these three exercises transform their way of life.
This is the season to give the earth and ourselves a spring cleaning. This is the
season to turn away from our wonderings and to travel home to God.”
Father Mark: I found the above a great message as we near the end of Lent.
This excerpt was taken from Mary Ellen Hynes’s Companion to the Calendar:
A Guide to the Saints and Mysteries of the Christian Calendar published by
Liturgy Training Publications, 1993.

Stewardship Sign Up 2022
Stewardship booklets for 2022 have been mailed to every household
and are available at the parish office. St Gerald has over 80 groups and
ministries that give you an opportunity to encounter Jesus, become his
disciple and allow God to beautifully transform your life and the life of
others. Prayerfully consider the opportunity to bring fresh ideas and
energy to a new ministry.

Complete the sign up form in the back of the booklet
or visit the parish web site at www.stgerald.org.

We’d love your input! Submit your photographs and story ideas
for the newsletter to stgeraldspiritlink@gmail.com
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St. Gerald’s Faces Behind the Scenes
By Sherry Wachtler
Whether it’s a call to service, sense of duty or love of
God, every parish has them - volunteers who go above
and beyond the call of duty. Some, who have served their
parish for decades, have seen buildings renovated, new
churches built, and priests and parishioners come and go.
Some have familiar faces and some stay way behind the
scenes, and at St. Gerald these five unsung heroes have
two things in common: they are humble and they are past
70. They ask for no recognition, no honor, no glory. To
get them to cooperate with this story was difficult at best,
so here are thumbnail sketches of five of St. Gerald’s
unsung heroes:

Tony Jones

Wonder who clears the sidewalks
so you can attend Mass on snowy
mornings? That would be Tony Jones.
He often gets up at 4 a.m. and armed
with a shovel and/or a snowblower,
he can be seen before the sun comes
up clearing snow and breaking up ice.
He’s been doing this for 25 years. When the weather is
much nicer, you’ll find Tony, 79, trimming bushes and
shrubs at the 96th and Q church. In addition, he mows
the lawns at the Lakeview office and the priests’ home.
When Tony isn’t clearing walks or mowing, he serves
as EMHC, takes communion to the homebound, is a
member of the Knights of Columbus having served as
both Grand Knight and Faithful Navigator and serving
fish dinners during Lent. Plus he and his wife Marcia enjoy
time with their three children, nine grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren.
“When I’m busy at St. Gerald, I think, ‘Thank God I’m as
healthy as I am so I can do this. I think He takes care of
me.’” Tony said. “I have been really blessed.’”

Bonnie McDowall

Bonnie McDowall has been organizing
funeral lunches for 20 years. At an
average of 50 funerals a year, that’s
1,000 funeral lunches she has planned,
bought food for, called for volunteers,
and afterward, cleaned up. Arriving
at 8 a.m. on the day of the funeral,
she and her volunteers serve as many as 300 lunches or
as few as a couple dozen. Occasionally, there are four
funerals a week which leaves this great-grandmother
little time to spend with her family – six children, 10
grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren.
Bonnie also serves as EMHC, usher and greeter. For
26 years, she was director of RCIA, lining up mentors,
arranging for refreshments and organizing supplies for
meetings, which were held every Tuesday evening from
September through Holy Saturday.

When asked why she gives so many hours to her parish, she
says simply, “This is my parish, this is what I do. I’d be lost if I
didn’t do it.”

John Loughran

You can’t miss John Loughran, with his
wavy white hair, leading the first decade
of the rosary every weekday at the 96th
and Q church. He’s been doing this for at
least 10 years, maybe longer. As a longtime parishioner – John and his late wife
Marjorie, were active in many capacities at
St. Gerald. All six of their children attended St. Gerald school
and the couple chaired a capital campaign or two, John said.
He is also a member of St. Gerald Knights of Columbus.
John is 90.

Dorothy Wiebelhaus

Every parish should have a Dorothy
Wiebelhaus. A parishioner for decades,
you’ll find her every Sunday at 7 a.m.,
greeting those attending Mass at Lakeview
Chapel. She also ushers and helps line up
gift bearers.
“I inherited this job when my husband Dennis died in 2010,”
she said. Dennis had served as usher and greeter since 1997.
She gives high praise to her dependable volunteers who are
right there to help. The 7 a.m. Mass group is small enough
that if someone is missing for more than a week or two,
Dorothy gets concerned and checks on them.
She also helps with the Lakeview Chapel’s Christmas
decorations, a job she inherited from Carole Manders, Father
Foster’s secretary who passed away several years ago.
Dorothy also has sewed baptismal bibs and baptismal stoles
for the newly baptized babies and children for nearly 50 years.
Yes, 50 years.

Bob Elston

If you don’t see Bob Elston as a greeter or
an usher at weekend masses, you may see
him as an EMHC or taking communion to
the homebound. Another place you can
always find him is in the Fellowship Hall
kitchen with his wife, Virginia, helping with
funeral luncheons. Virginia said he helps at
nearly all of them.
Bob has also served as a lector and is a member of the St.
Gerald Knights of Columbus. He and Virginia have four
children and two grandchildren.
A parishioner since 1993, Bob just likes to volunteer, said
Virginia. “He rarely turns anything down,” she said.
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Fat Tuesday Celebrations at St. Gerald School on March 1, 2022

St. Gerald School Open House on January 30, 2022

Carly Collins, Calliegh Morfeld, Lacey Yochum, Charlotte
Burdess, Lillian Burdess, Carly Yochum, Cora Collins

Katie and Jason Karls and family enjoying breakfast.
Their daughter Evelyn is in Kindergarten.

Jason Denman serving, Justin Erspamer looking at camera, Katie Digilio behind Justin, and Rob Mendick is at
the grill. Men’s Club cooked breakfast and estimates they served approximately 300 people.

St. Gerald Catholic Church

=

SpiritLink

=

5

April 2022

Called to Serve
By Bonni Pulte
Gary Hunt and his wife Mary of 40 years
have been parishioners of St. Gerald
since 1980. They have two daughters
living in Omaha and a son living in
Wichita. Gary retired from BCBSNE
after 30 years as a Clinical Research
Analyst. They have nine grandchildren
with one on the way. All their children
and grandchildren (old enough to go to
school) attend St. Gerald school. They
also provide childcare for six of their
Omaha grandchildren, Monday through
Friday.
In the spring of 2020, when the
Pandemic was in full swing; Gary
volunteered to help with Reconciliation
that was only available on Saturday
afternoons. He was part of a team of
four that coordinated the process. It
was called Drive Up Reconciliation
because the cars had to go one way
into the parking lot from east to west.
The masked team members worked
together to unload people from each
car, one at a time, direct them to the
fellowship hall to designated spaced
chairs, making sure everything was
disinfected properly. They kept the
priests apprised of the number of
people waiting and even called for
another priest when necessary. This
service gave the St. Gerald parishioners
the chance to go to Reconciliation
during a very difficult time.
During that time, Father Mark told Gary
about a mission trip called “Hope of the
Poor” in Mexico City. Gary’s daughter,
Genevieve, through FOCUS, had gone
on a mission trip to Mexico and he
knew the experiences she had were life
changing. Gary felt called to go even
though he did not speak Spanish. He
trusted the Lord to take care of him.
Upon arrival in Mexico City, in
September 2021, he was met by
Father Bill Cremers from Fremont
and Coordinator, Craig Johring, both
fluent in Spanish. He stayed at a
Concepcionistas convent, located very
close to the Basilica de Guadalupe. He
was awakened each morning by nuns
singing in the chapel. Breakfast was
served by a nun in charge of all the
cooking. Gary helped her do the dishes

in cold water. Hot water was reserved
for the visitor showers.
The first two days, Craig, along with
a volunteer family with children, took
Father Bill and Gary to the Mexico City
dump to feed people who lived there.
The people lived in cardboard shacks
with no heat or water and endure poor
weather conditions. Swarming flies and
a heavy stench permeated the area
that was even worse when it rained.
The inhabitants working there earned a
wage of $12 a week. Gary helped with
the food line on the first day and then
was sent out with the volunteer family to
feed the workers that could not come to
the food line. This was truly a humbling
experience for Gary.
Gary bonded with the volunteer family
that was helping Craig and went to the
Basilica de Guadalupe every day with
them. Father Bill co-celebrated one of
the Masses at the Basilica that was very
special to Gary.
The Lord had more work for Gary to do
that changed him forever. On the last
day of the trip, Craig took Father Bill
and Gary to a very large city park in a
poor section of town where they again
served food to the poor. Afterward,
Craig had some women explain to them
all the abuse they and their children
suffered while growing up in this poor
section of town. As Gary listened to
Father Bill translating every word they
were saying and to the ladies crying,
he was overwhelmed and at a loss for
words to respond as he was so troubled
by the pain and abuse, they had
endured.
It was at this point that Craig explained
the true purpose of this ministry. It was
not just to feed the poor but to give
them dignity, hope for the future and
teach them about the Lord.
Gary was already an EMHC
(Extraordinary Minister of Holy
Communion) and decided to train to
become a Sacristan. He is active in
the Knights of Columbus as a past
Grand Knight and in the Fourth Degree
Assembly. Gary attends the Seeking

Mary and Gary Hunt
Truth Bible Studies and assists as a
group leader. He also helps with Alpha
childcare.
Gary is extremely proud of his wife,
children and grandchildren. Gary’s
older brother who is a priest, along
with the St. Gerald parish community
have had a big impact on their family’s
faith life, especially when their children
were in college. Gary and Mary were
both actively involved in the parish
giving witness to their children and
encouraging them to be active in their
college campus parishes.
Gary describes himself as introspective
and analytical. He loves to exercise
daily and ride his bicycle when weather
permits. He likes to read about topics
of religion and finances. He also likes to
work outdoors with trees and plants.
His future plans revolve around his
faith and his family. He is interested in
genealogy and would like to travel to
Great Britain for family research. It is
important to him to continue to grow in
his personal relationship with Jesus and
the Holy Spirit and to continue serving
his parish family.
The trip to Mexico was life changing
for Gary and has strengthened his
faith. He is more intentional with his
service to the Lord and serves
whenever called upon.

www.StGerald.org - Visit our website for news, homilies, Mass times and more.
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Annual Clergy Appreciation Dinner on February 11, 2022

Angel Auction on February 26, 2022

John Yochum, Jean & Ron Thompson, Fr. Mark Nolte,
Jenny & Travis Wiswell, Mark Nelson

Joe Buck, Emma Szablowski, Sam Buck, Dan Buck

Judy Morrison, Emily Ryan, and Tina Silva help set up.

Ralston Mayor Don Groesser served as Auctioneer.
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Marriage Preparation
is about Building Relationships
By Deacon Steve Luna

Testimonials from Mentor Couples:

A couple of years ago the topic of marriage prep
came up in our monthly Clergy meetings. We
agreed there was a gap in our process of preparing
engaged couples for marriage. At Fr. Mark’s
request I agreed to explore options for our parish to
enhance the process for preparing engaged couples
to receive the sacrament of marriage

Alicia and I responded to the call to be marriage mentors last
year as St. Geralds was preparing to launch the new program.
We knew that our family origin stories, and our marriage
story was not unique but full of God’s wisdom. We knew that
sharing our experiences would greatly help a couple preparing
for the vocation of marriage. What we didn’t plan on were
the ways we would grow as a couple. Sharing our story, our
experiences through this program has led us to continued
self-discovery. We know from the couples we’ve mentored
that the information we review together and the work they do
outside of our meetings has been a true value. I was nervous
when we started that we would be asked to be counselors or
teach doctrine of the church but instead we are spending our
time laughing, sharing, and giving Catholic perspective to the
journey we have been called to live. It would be easy for us to
recommend this to any couple looking for ways to give and
receive grace while growing closer to God.
- Alicia & Mike Battershell

Rachael Tvrdy, Archdiocese of Omaha, Marriage
Preparation & Enrichment Coordinator, was
an invaluable resource. We looked at different
programs and eventually decided to go with the
Witness to Love (WTL) program. Witness to Love
is virtue based, provides couples with a mentor
couple, and during six formal meetings and other
interactions aims to build the couple’s relationship
and trust.
Adding WTL after our FOCCUS preparation provides
a dynamic formation process for engaged couples.
The overall outcomes desired through this process
include:

•

Strengthening relationships, primarily with God,
the couple, and the parish community.

•

Review of the FOCCUS inventory to facilitate the
conversation with the couple preparing them for
the Sacrament of Matrimony.

•

Providing a mentor couple to lead the engaged
couple through the Witness to Love process
and accompany them through their first year of
marriage.

•

Sacramental preparation and enrichment,
creating an environment through the Mentors
that draw couples closer together through Christ
and to the Parish.

For D’Lynn and I, in reviewing the materials each month in
preparation for meeting with our couple, we have had the
opportunity to reflect on our marriage and experiences over
the past 28+ years of marriage. Our couple is very mature
in their thinking, understanding, and relating to the topics
presented. It is inspiring getting to know a young couple
that is well prepared and ready to make the sacrifices and
commitments required for marriage.
- D’Lynn & Dan Buck
We like that the new program offers a chance to meet new
parishioners, in a relaxing, at-home environment. The small
meetings give everyone a chance to say what’s on their
mind, leading to more interesting and personal discussions.
Preparing for our meetings as a couple has been a nice time to
reflect on our own relationship and where we can grow. We like
how the curriculum invites us to get to know the couple more,
and to delve into deeper topics if desired.
- Alexa & Evan Pille

I would like to invite married couples to prayerfully discern joining our formation process as a mentor couple.
As you noted from the comments of couples above, their own marriage has been blessed, God is so Good!
For questions or interest in the Marriage Formation process, please contact Deacon Steve Luna,
St. Gerald Marriage Formation Coordinator, at sjluna@archomaha.org.

www.StGerald.org/give - Make your one-time or recurring donation
using your debit or credit card, checking, or savings account.
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MASS TIMES
Church - 96th and Q Street
Saturday: 5:00pm
Sunday: 8:00am, 10:00 am, 12:00pm
Daily: 12:15pm (M-F), Rosary begins at 11:45am
Holy Days: check the bulletin and online

Church - 96th and Q Street
Saturday: 3:00-4:30pm
Monday-Friday: 12:00-12:15pm

Chapel - 78th and Lakeview
Sunday: 7:00am
Daily: 6:45am (M, T, Th, F), Rosary at 7:45am
Saturday: 8:15am
Holy Days: check the bulletin and online

RECONCILIATION TIMES

Chapel - 78th and Lakeview
M, T, Th, F: 6:30-6:45am
Saturday: 8:00-8:15am

LIVE STREAM IS AVAILABLE DURING THE SATURDAY 5:00PM AND SUNDAY 10:00AM MASSES

Our Vision: Encountering Jesus · Making Disciples · Transforming Lives
St. Gerald Parish Mission Statement: Led by the Holy Spirit, we are a Catholic community of faith
whose primary purpose is to know Jesus, to love Him, and to serve Him in serving others. Sent to
make disciples, we invite and welcome everyone to come and share our Master’s joy.

