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Selfless
Service

By Amy Cunningham
God gave us two ears and one mouth so that
we can listen twice as much as we speak. Yet
most of us don’t listen effectively. We are taught
how to read, write and speak, but rarely taught
how to listen. Our parish is blessed with three
extraordinary listeners, Deacon Fred Abboud,
Deacon Doug Marsh and Deacon Lonnie
Dinneen – all are members of the Omaha
Police Department Chaplain Corps – and all are
masters of the art of listening.
The Chaplain Corps is a volunteer service
consisting of ordained or vowed individuals from
a variety of faiths who assist officers, victims and
the community with spiritual support. Chaplain
Fred (whose brother is a police officer) says he
became a chaplain because he is so grateful for
the service and protection the police provide.
Chaplain Doug defines being a chaplain as: “A
minister who wants to bring compassion, care,
assistance and prayer to the people they meet.”
Doug continues, “A chaplain is someone who
will listen to them in their time of need, someone
who will help answer questions and someone
who will pray with them in their grief.”
Currently there are 23 men and women
chaplains serving the Omaha Metro. The
Corps’ primary responsibilities are individual
counseling, general assistance, crisis response,
non-emergency transportation, response to
suicide/suicide attempt and death notification.
Additional duties include working with victims
of assault, counseling officers, providing
invocations and prayers at OPD events, and
assisting at OPD community events. If a death
notification is questionable a police officer will
usually accompany a chaplain for safety and
to answer any questions from the family. The
chaplain will stay with the family as long as
support is needed.

Shield a Badge Prayer

Chaplains, Deacons Fred Abboud, Lonnie Dinneen, Doug Marsh
Deacon Lonnie states, “A police chaplain will
seek to lighten the burden of the officers by
performing tasks that have a greater spiritual
or social nature rather than law enforcement
nature.”
After joining, each chaplain receives training on
policies and procedures from Senior Chaplain
Lonnie and Chaplain Liaison training from the
police department.
Deacons Fred, Doug and Lonnie each serve duty
a few times every month. Each assignment is for
a 24 hour period usually from 5pm to 5pm of
the following day, but each chaplain is always on
call for occasions when an additional chaplain
is needed. As the Senior Chaplain, Lonnie is
responsible for the Corps’ administrative duties
and making sure the Omaha Police Department
has coverage 24/7, 365 days per year.

people of every faith,” Deacon Fred explains.
“As chaplains, we are not trying to advocate for
a particular faith but to provide help, counsel,
assistance and support to people regardless
of their faith background.” During a death
notification the family may choose to request a
chaplain of a particular faith and they will assist
in locating one for them. The Omaha Chaplain
Corps has representatives from several faiths
including Catholic, Lutheran, Baptist, Jewish,
Protestant, and a Muslim Imam is on-call.

“Please know that we take our involvement very
seriously,” says Lonnie. “We are ordained clergy
and do our best to be there for any situation
whether on duty as a police chaplain or being
involved in our work, church or personal lives.”

Chaplains often have to deal with traumatic
situations. Chaplain Fred recalls providing a
death notification to a family of a 24 year old who
died suddenly. “It was very difficult [for me],
but the other chaplains and my wife were very
supportive.” He continues, “Additionally, I spent
a great deal of time in prayer before the Blessed
Sacrament, receiving support and consolation
from our Lord.” Chaplain Doug remembers
grief stricken family members during a death
notification for an 18 year old boy as the result
of a car accident. “We pray that God will help the
family and help us get through it - prayer is very
important,” said Doug.

The deacons from St Gerald who serve as
chaplains are of course Catholic, but chaplains
represent many faiths. “We are called to assist

Senior Chaplain Lonnie would like our parish to
remember to pray for all who serve, especially our
first responders.

Lord, give this Police Officer courage. Courage to face and conquer
his/her own fears. Courage to go where others will not. Give him/her
strength. Strength of body to protect others. Strength of spirit to
help others. Give him/her dedication. Dedication to the job, to do it
well. Dedication to the community, to keep it safe. Give him/her Lord,
concern for those who trust him/her and compassion for those in need.
And please Lord, through it all, be at his/her side.

Shield a Badge – a program to pray daily for the
safety and well-being of a specific public servant
and for his or her family – has prayer cards available
with names of first responders, police or fire.
Anyone interested in obtaining one of the Shield
a Badge cards may contact Deacon Doug or visit
www.omahapolicechaplains.com for more info.
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In the Risen Lord,

So, this is my dream: to create a culture within our parish where we are
encountering Jesus, making disciples, and transforming lives. What is
your dream? What is your dream not only for our parish, but for yourself,
Fr. Mark
your marriage, and your family? We all have a dream that God has placed
deep in our hearts. Don’t be afraid to dream and to dream BIG! God has
a dream for each of us. And an essential part of His dream is that we be
ONE with Him and with each other, just as he is in the Father and the
Financial Stewardship Campaign
Father is in Him (Jn.17:21). So let’s move together, as one community, and
God has promised to be with us, to
provide
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that the all
dream
Hewe
hasneed.
for us comes
true! accept the gifts our

generous God bestows upon us. We are also called to readily accept the responsibility that
comes with those gifts.
At this time each year we ask all parishioners to recommit a portion of those gifts back

Great to
Commission
the church. As you go through the process of deciding what to give, just remember . . .

Sacrificial giving is prayerful, planned, proportionate, prioritized, and powerful.

Our Vision: Encountering Jesus · Making Disciples · Transforming Lives
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Balancing Career,
Faith and Family
By Bonni Pulte
Tammy Kielian, Ph.D, is an exceptional individual with a passion for
helping people through her research at UNMC as well as her commitment
to faith and family.
Parishioner, Tammy Kielian, is a Professor at the University of Nebraska
Medical Center in Pathology and Microbiology. She was honored along
with 21 other researchers in 2016 with the UNMC Distinguished Scientist,
New Investigator and Research Leadership award. Tammy said it was a
pleasant surprise and that she was extremely honored. The recognition
was a validation of the hard work that she and her laboratory staff put in to
help identify new treatments for human disease. Tammy feels her family
should also receive credit for this achievement because without their
support over the years she wouldn’t have been able to achieve this honor.
Tammy, her husband Mark and two sons, Nathaniel (Nate) and Matthew
(Matt) who are 16 and 14 years old respectively have been parishioners
at St. Gerald for ten years. Tammy is a Lector and EMHC and recently
finished service on the Pastoral Council. She also has been a volunteer for
the Guardian Angel Auction. Both of her sons are long-time altar servers
and currently attend Creighton Prep high school.
Raised in Stanton, Nebraska as the oldest of three sisters, Tammy went
on to receive her undergraduate degree in Biology from the University of
Nebraska Lincoln. She continued her training focusing on Immunology
at Kansas State University, and Dartmouth Medical School. In 2011, she
started her independent research laboratory at the University of Arkansas
for Medical Sciences in Little Rock, Arkansas, where their two sons were
born. In Little Rock, Tammy and her family attended Christ the King
Church where she entered the RCIA program and was confirmed into
the Catholic Church in 2008. It was shortly after her entrance into the
Catholic Church that she was recruited by UNMC to join their faculty
here in Omaha. She was very happy to accept this position because it
meant coming home. Mark was born and raised in Omaha (his home
parish was Mary Our Queen) and his parents have enjoyed being able to
see their grandsons grow up.

Knitting with Love

Tiffany Nguyen, from
OneWorld Community Health

Sue Lukowski and
Darlene Drefs

Kielien Family: Mark, Tammy, Matt, Nate
At the time Tammy learned her niece, Olivia, was battling the rare
Juvenile Batten Disease (JBD) she was already studying how the brain
fights infection. She then began research on this disease. She said it was
very challenging on two fronts; first, there was little known about how
the disease occurs and two, it is not common for scientists to start a
brand new research program mid-way into their career. Over the past
six years, she and her staff identified two drugs that are currently being
developed by companies for the potential treatment of children with
Juvenile Batten disease. Even though it is too early to know if these drugs
will be successful, these are the only treatments currently available. With
these achievements behind her, she has returned to her original research
program, studying how the immune system fights infections.
Tammy has been able to balance her career with her family and faith life.
She says that she wouldn’t be where she is today without her husband
Mark. He has been her rock and support. Her sons are also very supportive
and it has given her much joy to see them find their passions in the area of
the arts (theatre and music). She also considers the friends she has made
at St. Gerald as very precious and enjoys visiting with them at mass. She
looks to God daily, thanking Him for the many blessing that He has given
her and her family and also asking Him to guide her toward what He
wants for her life. She has confidence in God and his plan, and one of her
favorite sayings is “God is driving the bus, not me!”

Tiffany Nguyen, Volunteer Coordinator, from OneWorld Community
Health visited with the St. Gerald Knitting and Crochet group on March
9 to thank them for their efforts in support of the work of OneWorld
CHC. The baby items the knitting group and the St. Gerald quilting
group contribute are placed in the OneWorld Baby Boutique. When
expectant and new mothers attend prenatal appointments or classes
they receive “baby bucks” to spend in the Baby Boutique.
In May these St. Gerald groups were named as recipients of the 2018
OneWorld Community Health Center’s Baby Boutique Appreciation
Award. Additionally, the Omaha Community Foundation has presented
these groups with a grant called the “St. Gerald Warm Hearts Project.”
The grant is in recognition of the great service work these two ministries
have done and their contributions to the local community.

StGerald.org - Visit our website for news, Mass times and information on how you can get involved in parish life.
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8TH GRADE SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
Left to Right Top: Tyler Reidy (Prep), Jack Balis (Gross),
Joey Meier (Gross), Taggart Wilson (Prep)
Left to Right Bottom: Maysa McCormick (Mercy), Josie
Browning (Mercy), Luke Bies (Gross), Lauren Homecillo (Gross)

2018 AFTERNOON PRE-K GRADUATING CLASS
Left to Right Top: Jillian Swanson, Naomi Martinez,
Dubh Craine, Stella Jaworski
Left to Right Bottom: Gavin Brown, Emma Storey,
Carly Yochum, Lily Woodward
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ROTARY AWARD WINNERS
Left to Right: Mrs. Keenan, Principal; Tyler Reidy;
Maysa McCormick; Mrs. Gregg, 8th Grade teacher

8TH GRADE GRADUATES
Left to Right: Emma Prososki, Emma SavatovicRassmusen, Lauren Schmidt, Molly Nebel

Submit your photographs and story ideas for the newsletter to stgeraldspiritlink@gmail.com

St. Gerald Catholic Church

ST. GERALD GIRLS MIDDLE SCHOOL TRACK TEAM
The team placed second at the Parochial Athletic League
Supermeet. Track and Field is offered to all middle school
students at St. Gerald School as well as students in St. Gerald
Family Formation program.
Left to Right Top: Lauren Homecillo, Josie Browning,
Sydney Malesker, Lili Shepoka
Left to Right Bottom: Coach Brian Wiebold, Avi Gonzalez,
Tessa Malesker, Natalia Madej, Macy Santoni, Claire Wichita,
Mary McKulsky, Coach John Ackerman, Coach Joe Wiebold
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1ST GRADE BOYS SOCCER TEAM
St. Gerald offers a soccer program for boys and girls grades
pre-kindergarten through 8th grade in the fall and spring.
Left to Right Top: Liam Fehrman, Truman Croskey,
Gideon Erspamer
Left to Right Bottom: Leo Tselentis, Bryson Fettin,
Kolin Koory, Cole Meyer

FAMILY FORMATION CONFIRMATION CLASS

SACRAMENT BUDDIES
Each year an 8th grade confirmation student is paired
with a 2nd grade First Communicant and they celebrate
breakfast together.
Left to Right: Lexa Cushman, Lili Shepoka,
Bristol Povondra, Avi Gonzalez

FR. FOSTER MEMORIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
A fundraiser for the Fr. Foster Endowment Fund
was held on Saturday, May 12 at Tara Hills Golf Course.
Left to Right: Fr. Mark, Mark Daeges,
Peter Hennings, Joe Tometich
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Four Generations of Service
By Sherry Wachtler
When the Dieter family gets together, count on
three things – spirited conversation, laughing
and helping others. For nearly 40 years,
4 generations of this faith-filled family have
served St. Gerald in one capacity or another.
They come by it naturally, having learned it
from their mother, Josie Dieter, who found
time to volunteer her services at South
Omaha’s Immaculate Conception Church
with 12 children at home.
“It’s what I could do,” Josie said. “Whatever
you give, you get back double.”
Fast forward to 1979 when this close-knit
family’s love affair with St. Gerald’s began.
That was the year Cindy Dieter moved to
Ralston and joined the parish. The next year,
her sister Judy (Dieter) Morrison was hired as
St. Gerald’s first kindergarten teacher. She and
her husband Jerry became parishioners. Judy
was going to stay only a couple of years. “But
it was such a family here, I felt at home.” Little
did she know that she would stay 33 years
teaching kindergartners until she retired. “I
love St. Gerald,” she said.
Cindy and Elden Hamata began dating the
following year, 1981, the same year Elden
joined St. Gerald. They were married the next

year, later becoming proud parents of Elizabeth
and Bridget, who attended St. Gerald School.
Cindy and Judy sang in the choir, helped with
Angel Auctions, funeral bake sales and school
functions which they do yet today. Judy also
helps as sacristan, EMHC, family formation
teacher, Totus Tuus, Alpha, quilting and
sewing groups, garden.
The youngest Dieter sister, Bekki Koenig and
her husband Ron moved to the parish in 1998.
“I wanted to come here because I wanted Judy
to teach my kids,” Bekki said.
She got her wish; Judy taught Nathan, Michael
and Kelli and scores of other family members.
Bekki’s parish involvement is lengthy: Angel
Auction, school advisory board, festival,
Vacation Bible School, EMHC, and parish
council. Her children were festival volunteers,
Boy Scouts, Student Council, and youth group.
Both the Koenig and Hamata children were
altar servers and helped with other projects.

passed away. She agreed to move if the girls
could find a home (1) close to the church, (2)
close to a store; and (3) walking distance to the
school. They found one down the street from
church and Josie loved it. “The house felt so
warm,” she said. “This was meant to be.”
Josie’s grandchildren Angela Wichita and
Lynn Svoboda joined the parish in 2002 and
2005 respectively. Angela has chaired the
Angel Auction, volunteered for the festival
and Home and School. Lynn’s parish service
includes Parish Finance committee, volleyball
coaching, volunteering in the classroom
and garden. All their children attended or
graduated from St. Gerald School.

“We’re all hard workers,” daughter Bekki
Koenig said. “Mom instilled that in us and we
enjoy helping out.”

The entire Dieter family, about 60-70, gather
for their annual Christmas celebration at - not
surprisingly - St. Gerald’s Lakeview Parish
Center. The group includes Josie’s 10 children
(2 are deceased), 29 grandchildren and 30
great-grandchildren. They set up cribs for the
babies, decorate a Christmas tree, play games,
and enjoy Christmas dinner – including
traditional Polish food. “We aren’t Polish,”
Bekki explained with a laugh. “We grew up at
ICC and it’s a tradition that we continue.”

Josie, who turns 90 this year, joined St. Gerald
in 2000 after her husband and the girls’ dad Joe

“We feel so blessed that we found St. Gerald,”
Judy said. “It’s a wonderful place.”

The Dieter Family: Cindy Hamata, Josie Dieter, Judy Morrison, Bekki Koenig
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by Eric Olson

A person’s a person,
no matter how small.
The Pro-Life Committee meets to discuss
life issues such as abortion, human
cloning, embryonic stem cell research,
and euthanasia. Their goals are to raise
awareness of Catholic teaching on
pro-life issues and provide information on
educational and volunteer opportunities at
St. Gerald and around the city. For more
information contact the parish office.
Bernie and Vicki Gutschewski
Bernie Gutschewski was attending Creighton Law School in 1973 when the U.S. Supreme
Court’s Roe vs. Wade decision opened the door for greater access to abortion. He didn’t
think the ruling would still be the law of the land 45 years later.
“The whole concept has always bothered me deeply,” Bernie said. “Until we get the sanctity
of life, the sanctity of marriage and the sanctity of family back on track, our society is
going to struggle deeply. It’s just essential.”
When Bernie retired eight years ago from Union Pacific, where he was a tax attorney and
certified public accountant, he decided to become more active in the pro-life movement.
He joined the St. Gerald Pro-Life Committee and last year became its coordinator.
Bernie and his wife, Vicki, have been parishioners since 1979. Vicki’s parents were founding
members of St. Gerald and she attended the grade school, as did the Gutschewskis’ three
children and five of their nine grandchildren. The families of Bernie and Vicki’s daughters,
Angie Pelan and Kris Sigmund, are St. Gerald parishioners.
Bernie has set three priorities for the Pro-Life Committee this year:

•
•
•

One is to continue St. Gerald’s strong showing in the Life Chain on Dodge Street in
October. He credits the Munchrath family for doing the legwork over the years that
has led to St. Gerald being one of the most well-represented parishes in the chain.
Another goal is to increase the parish’s participation in the 40 Days For Life. That
campaign is held during Lent and again in the fall. Catholics spend 40 days praying
outside abortion clinics, with each parish assigned a specific time and location.
Bernie also wants to encourage parishioners to consider selecting “Choose Life”
license plates for their vehicles.

Members of the St. Gerald Pro-Life
committee are Michelle Watkins,
Carol Dillon, Bev Campbell, Marianne
Munchrath, Paula Buck, Bernadette
Costello and Bernie Gutschewski.
In the beginning, God created man in His
own image and likeness. God breathed His
own life breath into Adam and Eve. We as
Catholics are pro-life because life is from
God and life is of God. Life is a gift from
God and we are stewards of that gift. Pope
John Paul II reiterated the sacredness of life
in his encyclical, Evangelium Vitae, because
life is from God. Life was created by God
and destined for God. The Pope’s encyclical
emphasized that all life, especially the weak
and defenseless, is to be protected.

THANK YOU!

In addition to his pro-life work, Bernie participates in Adoration and has previously
served as a lunchroom monitor at the school. Vicki also has volunteered at the school and
provides dishes for funeral luncheons.
Bernie said he was raised with strong Catholic values and had the seeds for his pro-life
work planted at an early age. One of his childhood memories is of going to visit the old
St. Joseph Hospital neonatal unit, then called the premature nursery, where his mother
was a nurse.
“We’d go down to Sunday Mass with her and then she would take us up there and show
us all the little babies,” Bernie said. “I guess that’s when I developed my fondness for the
little ones.”

The Spirit Link staff – past and present – would like
to extend a special thanks to Duffi Goodrich.
Duffi has worked many years on the layout of
our parish newsletter. The Spring issue was
Duffi’s last contribution to the Spirit Link.
A special shout-out to Ron Goodrich as well
for taking many last minute photos.
We appreciate all your great work!
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MASS TIMES
Church - 96th and Q Street
Saturday: 5:00pm
Sunday: 8:00am, 10:00 am, 12:00pm
Daily: 12:15pm (M-F), Rosary begins at 11:45am
Holy Days: check the bulletin and online

Church - 96th and Q Street
Saturday: 3:00-4:30pm
Monday-Friday: 12:00-12:15pm

Chapel - 78th and Lakeview
Sunday: 7:00am
Daily: 8:15am (M-Sat), Rosary begins at 7:45am
Holy Days: check the bulletin and online

RECONCILIATION TIMES

Chapel - 78th and Lakeview
Monday-Saturday: 8:00-8:15am
First Fridays and Saturdays at 7:45am

First Fridays at 11:45am

St. Gerald Parish Mission Statement:

Led by the Holy Spirit, we are a Catholic community of faith whose primary purpose is to
know Jesus, to love Him, and to serve Him in serving others. Sent to make disciples,
we invite and welcome everyone to come and share our Master’s joy.

