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Larry and Nancy Schmitz
Blessed in Many Ways

Spring 2018

by Joan Squire, Parishioner

Larry and Nancy Schmitz settled in Omaha in 1978 when Larry was
discharged from the Navy. They grew up in
southwest Iowa and have been married 48 years.
Their son Jared, his wife Sarita, and their son,
Chance, live in Maui. Their daughter, Amanda,
and her husband, Ryan, live in Olathe, Kansas.
Nancy says that Amanda still has fond
memories of Fr. Albert and the puppets he
used during his homilies.

Nancy did home daycare for 40
years. She has now been retired for six
years. She says she “met so many nice
people." She sees some of the families at church and enjoys
seeing the children grown up.

Nancy and her daughter, Amanda, were mandated as
Eucharistic Ministers at the same time. Several years later
Nancy says she was honored to be asked to be a Sacristan. She
serves as sacristan for daily Mass, weekends, funerals and
weddings. She recently joined the rosary maker group and
feels that each rosary she makes "is a prayer."
Larry has been retired from his warehouse management job
for two years. He has been singing in the St. Gerald Choir for
20 years. He has joined the Knights of Columbus since he
retired and enjoys helping with the Lenten fish dinners. At
some funerals Larry can be found in the kitchen helping with
the lunch. He is not the only man on the volunteer list and
finds the work gratifying. In the past, Larry and Nancy have
helped with the Parish Festival clean up.

Nancy first started adoration when 96th and Q was only a
multi-purpose building. During the construction of the
church, adoration was moved to Lakeview, then back to the
new church. Now Nancy and Larry do a 4 a.m. Perpetual
Adoration hour as a couple.

Nancy says that St. Gerald has been blessed with many
wonderful priests. She credits our current pastors for
"leading us firmly but gently to Jesus."

Larry and Nancy thank God for the multiple blessings
they have received throughout their lives. When their son,
Jason, was born with special needs, God intervened in their
lives by sending them a caring doctor who listened to their
needs and worked with them. Jason died while still a
toddler but they are still friends with that physician.
When Nancy was a new sacristan she was initially teamed
up with Sue Lukowski. Through this teamwork Nancy and
Larry got to know Deacon Ray and Susie better and their
valued friendship has had a big impact on their spiritual life.
Larry's late brother was a deacon. Before, and especially
after his death, Larry realized that his brother's influence made
him more appreciative of the importance of God in his life.

Now their retirement is the time that Larry and Nancy can
give back for all the blessings that they have received. They
are honored to serve the Church and say it is rewarding to be
a part of St. Gerald Parish.

St. Gerald Parish Mission Statement

We are a Catholic faith community devoted to becoming a dynamic center of worship.
We challenge ourselves to lead lives patterned after Jesus.
With gratitude we share our faith, talents, gifts, and resources
so that more people experience God's love.
stgerald.org - Visit our website for news, Mass times, and information on how you can get involved in parish life!
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LENT: “Coming Home”
St. Gerald Catholic Church

✝ SpiritLink ✝ Spring 2018

by Reverend Mark Nolte, Pastor

“So what are you giving up this Lent”? That is a question many of us hear from others each
year during the season of Lent.

So why is it we, as Catholics, give up sweets and other pleasures or any other small sacrifices
for Lent? Is it simply to lose weight or to prove to myself or others how strong of a will I
possess? Or am I doing it simply because that is what we do as Catholics? Why give up
anything?

The season of Lent is a “penitential” season. In other words, the season of Lent gives us the
opportunity to do penance. The word “penance” is derived from the Greek word “metanoia”,
which means “change of heart”. To repent means to have a change of heart, a change in
direction. It implies a radical change of life-style. It means turning away from the destructive nature
of sin and back towards the life-giving and loving embrace of our Father through Jesus. Like the
prodigal son who, after “coming to his senses,” realized that alienating himself from the love of his
father and embracing the pleasures of a sinful life-style ultimately left him miserable. And that is
precisely what sin does, it alienates us from the profound and unconditional love the Father has for each
of us, his sons and daughters, as well as from each other, His Church.
Like the prodigal son, we come to our senses (especially during Lent), and we realize just how much we
have hurt our Father and others through our sinful choices. And like the prodigal, we say to Him, “I am so
sorry for hurting you and others, and I want to come home now. I want to make reparation for my sins. In
other words, I want to get right with God and with others, so that I might know and experience the abundant
new Life of Easter and the joy that awaits me by embracing the cross with Jesus!”

“Lent Isn’t Over,
You Still Have Time”
See page 7

Reconciliation Times
and the Holy Week
Schedule
See back cover or
http://stgerald.org

So that is the purpose of our Lenten sacrifices. It is our way of saying to Jesus, “I love you and I’m
so sorry for hurting you and others. And to prove my love for you and my sorrow for my sins, I am
going to give up the “pleasures” of sin and unite myself (through my Lenten sacrifice) with you and
the suffering I have caused you, myself and others by my sinful choices. Sin is far more than breaking
a commandment, it is breaking a heart! It is breaking the heart of Jesus and our Mother, Mary, and our
Father who loves each and every one of us with such a profound love!

So on behalf of my Father and yours, I invite each of you this Lent to come Home to your Father and
to your Family, especially those of you who are not practicing our beautiful and life-giving Faith on a
regular basis. Come back to Jesus who awaits you in the Sacraments He has so graciously given us,
and who so much longs to embrace you again with His love and mercy. Come back to the Holy Sacrifice
of the Mass (every Sunday as He has commanded us to do) whereby we unite our sacrifices with His
for the salvation of souls, and are nourished and strengthened by the gift of His Body and Blood in Holy
Communion with Him. Come back to the Sacrament of Reconciliation this Lent and receive His loving
and merciful embrace. He misses you so much and so do we, your Family!
In the Risen Lord,
Fr. Mark

Financial Stewardship Campaign

God has promised to be with us, to provide all that we need. We readily accept the gifts our
generous God bestows upon us. We are also called to readily accept the responsibility that
comes with those gifts.

At this time each year we ask all parishioners to recommit a portion of those gifts back
to the church. As you go through the process of deciding what to give, just remember . . .
Sacrificial giving is prayerful, planned, proportionate, prioritized, and powerful.
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Guardian Angel Dinner and Auction
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by TJ Ernst, Director of Stewardship and Development

February 3, 2018 marked the 20th annual Guardian Angel Dinner and
Auction. Nearly 300 guests enjoyed "A Night in Havana" through the
amazing transformation of the Fellowship Hall. Past event chairs, parish
and school families, corporate sponsors and friends, as well as pastors,
teachers, and staff were all in attendance to honor and celebrate the
achievements of our beloved St. Gerald Catholic School.

Bekki Koenig, Josephine Dieter, and Cindy Hamata

Along with a live auction orchestrated by Ralston's very own Mayor
Don Groesser, the event was filled with food, fellowship and fun! One
highlight of the evening was our "raise the paddle" portion of the auction
which generated nearly $25,000! A very generous school family provided
a $10,000 matching challenge gift and those in attendance, along with
other donors after the event, exceeded our matching challenge goal by
raising over $14,500!

Thanks go out to all the volunteers, our
corporate sponsors, parishioners and friends,
and everyone who made this year's auction
and dinner a huge success!
Left to right - couples:
Janet and Greg Rueschhoff,
Kris and Mike Haller,
Angie and Deacon Steve Luna,
Dean and Nancy Coenen,
and John and Mary Bystrom.

Knights of Columbus
Council 9518
Free Throw Contest

was held on Friday,
January 19. Winners of each
age division advanced to a
district tournament that was
held on February 11.
First round results are below.

GIRLS AGE 9
Winner - Lauren Kosse
Alternate - Hannah Wittland
GIRLS AGE 10
Winner - Brooke Donaldson
Alternate - Emma Gallagher

GIRLS AGE 13
Winner - Claire Wichita
______________________

BOYS AGE 11
Winner - Owen Wright

GIRLS AGE 12
Winner - Clare Ullery

BOYS AGE 10
Winner - Derek Balisn
Alternate - Dominic Ullery

BOYS AGE 13
Winner - Ethan Gillespie
Alternate - Kacl Balis

GIRLS AGE 11
Winner - Kali Wonderlich
Alternate - Madalyn Wittlan

BOYS AGE 9
Winner - Ethan Abboud

BOYS AGE 12
Winner - Jackson Wonderlich
Alternate - Dean Donaldson

BOYS AGE 14
Winner - Ryan McElmeel
Alternate - Aidan Miller

Pictured above are all of this
year’s participants.
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by Eric Olson, Parishioner

James Heim believes something is missing from the youth and high school sports experience
these days. So much emphasis is placed on winning that the greater life lessons of service to
teammates and community often are overshadowed.

Making sports more Christ-centric has become James’ vocation. He’s started a nonprofit
called Heroic Athletic Leadership Organization (HALO) with the intent to bring a Catholic
influence into the sports realm.
Raised in a Protestant household near Plattsmouth, James went through the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (RCIA) with Deacon Doug Marsh and became a St. Gerald member in
2010. He and his wife, Teri, are the parents of three daughters and a son.
James played college baseball before working in the energy industry for companies such as
Enron and TransCanada. He also has been a baseball scout and a few years ago became a
registered sports agent.

He previously directed the parish’s sports programs and is now in his first year teaching seventh-graders
in Confirmation preparation classes with Deacon Wayne Reed.

“I firmly believe Catholic lay ministries need to do more to prepare our youth for life beyond Mass on
Sundays,” he said. “This is key to resolving the Catholic family absence from Communion with Christ.”
Getting HALO off the ground has consumed much of his time.

“I wanted to put perspective back in sports and turn sports back to the kids,” James said. “As parents we
are so into wins and losses, coaches are so much into wins and losses, and we’re really missing the mark of what
athletics offers for children in the educational system. The kids love to play, but as coaches and administrators
we’re not ensuring that the right character aspects that the sport teaches is being presented.”
HALO is associated with Catholic Athletes for Christ, which promotes a Catholic sports culture and
assists athletes in the practice of their faith.

As part of the mission, CAC is active in charitable events to assist the less fortunate, something James
would like to incorporate into HALO.
One of HALO’s first projects was to lay the groundwork for a Father’s Day Mass for Catholic coaches
and players at last year’s College World Series. Among the goals are to start an organization similar to
Fellowship of Christian Athletes in local high schools, start a youth baseball organization open to players
of all faiths as soon as this year, and form an off season seven-on-seven high school football program. His
long-range goal is to secure the funding for a Christian athletic training facility.

For more information on James’ sports initiative, see the HALO website, www.halosi.com. Families
of draft-eligible baseball players can check out his sports agency website, www.fsmproplayer.com.

First Reconciliation

Far left: David Nelson is pictured with
Father Michael following his First
Reconciliation. David is the son of
Mark Nelson.
Left: Angela Boysen and her
children, Danni and Toby, light
candles after receiving the
Sacrament of Reconciliation on
January 17.

Second Graders continue to prepare
for First Holy Communion scheduled
for April 14.
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by Jen Tselentis, Parishioner

Catholic Schools Week was celebrated January 28 through February 3.
The School Recruitment Committee planned activities starting on
Sunday the 28th with a St. Gerald School Open House and free pancake
breakfast. St. Gerald parishioners and prospective school families had
an opportunity to visit the Lakeview campus, tour the school, meet our
teachers, and see what St. Gerald School can offer in terms of a high
quality Catholic education.
Many school related organizations were present to provide information
about their organizations and activities. Boy Scout Troup 377 made and
served the pancake breakfast to approximately 450 people. The open
house and breakfast is funded by the St. Gerald Home and School
Association. The Home and School Association would like to thank St.
Gerald Parish for their support of our Catholic school.

Above: St. Gerald Recruitment Committee (all L to R).
Front: Angela Wichita, Kelly Povondra, Torri Tejral.
Back: Erika Povondra, Jen Tselentis, Cara Skradski,
Gina Pelzer. Not pictured: Cortney Donaldson,
Angie Gallagher, Natalie Whitman, Katie Erspamer,
Dana Fettin and Stephanie Skradski.

Other activities during Catholic Schools Week included a Spelling Bee,
bowling outing, hot dog lunch, volleyball, and the “Then Feed Just One”
service project.

Above: Boy Scout Troop 377 members manned the pancake
griddle during the open house breakfast.

Left: Spelling Bee winners - (center) first place winner
Tyler Reidy, 8th grade; (left) is second place winner
Mackenzie Reidy, 5th grade; third place (right) is Anna Jacobs,
6th grade.
Left: The “Then Feed Just One”
service project had students
pack over 30,000 meals to feed
the hungry in Honduras and in
Omaha.
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by Gina Sands, Parishioner

The Siena Francis House service group provides a
shepherd’s pie meal for about 400 people on the 3rd
Saturday of the month for 11 months of the year. In
December they cook a pork loin meal which serves
about 500 people. Harold Patsios (Siena Francis
kitchen manager) reports that the people at the
shelter look forward to the shepherd’s pie every
month. Siena Francis House now plans their
annual Christmas party around the December
pork loin dinner.

Gina Sands the coordinator of St. Gerald's volunteer crew says, "I truly
enjoy working with all of the donors, my crew members, and the shelter
staff all year long.”
Left: Steven and Gina Sands in the Siena Francis House kitchen.
Below left: Al Goblirsch and Reece Blount preparing food.

Below right: Lynn Johnson, Harold Patsios, Gina and Steve Sands, and
Jeff Johnson are ready to serve the Christmas dinner.

Women’s Social and Service Group
Helps Keep Others Warm

The Women’s Social and Service Group makes hats for
winter wear to distribute to several different social service
agencies in Omaha. The hats are made using yarn and/or
fleece. This is a year-round project that culminates in
November when the handiwork is blessed and distributed.
These donations go to teachers in underserved areas,
Children’s Hospital Oncology Department, youth in crisis
situations, the Night Watch program and shelters for the
homeless.

In Omaha there is a great need for warm winter items. The
group has received many thank you notes and letters from
the recipients expressing their appreciation.
This year Fr. Michael blessed the finished products. The
bounty included 614 hats, 57 scarves, 50 pair of mittens and
14 pairs of gloves.

The women's groups have kits of cut-out fleece ready to sew
and also have yarn that can be used to make hats.

This ministry is open to any parishioner who would like to help
with the project. Watch the bulletin for meeting times for the
Knitting and Crochet Group and the Sewing and Quilting
Group. You can also call Paula at 402.339.6217, Mary Kay at
402.740.8870 or the parish office at 402.331.1955.
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Lent Isn’t Over - You Still Have Time

Ash Wednesday. Lent. You had such good intentions. You
still have time, don't waste another minute, don't give up now.
Whether you like something you can hold in your hand, TV,
radio, or on-line options there is something for everyone. Here
is a list of resources to get you started TODAY.

Your St. Gerald Library. The parish libray is open before
and after every weekend Mass. Just walk in and help yourself,
there is a self-checkout system. We have books for the whole
family, spiritual and inspirational, biographies, Church history,
bibles, catechisms, and even some fiction.
Lighthouse Kiosk. In the entries of both churches you will
find a selection of reasonably priced Catholic books and CDs
for sale in the Lighthouse kiosk. Insert your payment in the
marked slot.
TELEVISION, RADIO
EWTN, Eternal Word Catholic Television is found on Cox
Cable channel 2 and CenturyLink channel 562. EWTN offers
inspiring talk shows, entertaining children's animation,
exclusive teaching series, live coverage of Church events, and
thought provoking documentaries. Some of the programs
available include Journey Home with Marcus Grodi, Mother
Angelica, Scott Hahn, and Father Mitch Pacwa.
KVSS Spirit Catholic Radio, 102.7 FM on your radio. Some
of the programs are:
M-F - 6:30 a.m. Food for the Journey, Sister Ann Shields,
commentary on daily readings.

Tues., 9:00 a.m., Fri., 8:00 p.m., Sat. 7:00 a.m. and Sun., 8:00
p.m. you can listen to the Great Adventure Bible Study by Jeff
Cavins.
Wednesday - 9:00-10:00 a.m. - Scott Hahn

M-F - 11:00 a.m. Father Knows Best - talks from well-known
priests, Fr. John Ricardo, Fr. Larry Richards, etc.

7

by Bonnie Pulte, Parishioner

M-F - 1:00 p.m. Call to Communion with Dr. David Anders a
convert to the faith answers question about the faith
M-F - 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. - Catholic Answers Live - call in show
that answers questions about the faith. Great program to
listen to on the way home from work.

Both EWTN and KVSS are also available online for
streaming.
INTERNET
www.formed.org. St. Gerald has a subscription to
Formed.org. This website offers faith formation, sacramental
preparation, bible studies, current topics, youth topics, movies,
documentaries, downloadable e-books, etc. They have a great
study called “The Wild Goose” on the Holy Spirit. Log in to
Formed.org with our parish code 9db506, set up your personal
profile and password.

www.usccb.org, the website of the United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops is an excellent resource that has the Bible
with commentaries, catechism, beliefs and teachings of the
church.
www.catholic.com home of Catholic Answers, offers all
kinds of forums and discussions on most Catholic topics,
answers questions, videos, magazine articles, etc.

www.discerninghearts.com was started locally by Kris
McGregor and is a free app on any kind of device that has
prayers, study of sacred scripture through podcasts, audio
classes, novenas, etc.
www.morningoffering.com can be downloaded to receive
daily emails with Meditation of the Day, Daily Mass readings,
Verse of the Day, Liturgy of the Hours, etc.

www.laudate.com and www.verbum.com are similar to the
Morning Offering Website.
See Fr. Mark’s Lenten Reflection on page 2.

Knights Help Bowlers Head to Special
Olympics in Texas and New York

Knights Bob Ryba and Verl Squire present a check to Sandy Gaube
and the bowling team from Ralston Special Olympics. This spring
the team anticipates traveling to El Paso, TX, and Syracuse, NY, to
participate in the Special Olympics National Unified Bowling event.
Each fall the Knights of Columbus give away Tootsie Rolls and
collect donations for their “Campaign for People with Intellectual
Disabilites.” The funds are split between local, state, and national
organizations serving the intellectually disabled.
Front row (l to r): Angela Gaube, Jenny Koley, Verl Squire.
Back row (l to r): Bob Ryba, Sandy Gaube, Erick Lochiano.
Missing is bowling team member Jim Crandell.

stgerald.org - Visit our website for news, Mass times, and information on how you can get involved in parish life!
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Registrations are now open for the 2018 Steubenville Conference. For the past 40 years, high school youth from across the United
States have had their faith awakened and their hearts set on fire through a personal encounter with Jesus at a Steubenville Conference.
For more information check out the Youth Ministry page at www.StGerald.org.

Church - 96th and Q Street

ST. GERALD CATHOLIC CHURCH
REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE

Chapel - 78th and Lakeview
Sun: 7:00 am

Sat: 5:00 pm

Daily: 8:15 am (M-Sat), Rosary begins at 7:45 am

Sun: 8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 pm

Holy Days: check the bulletin and online

Holy Days: check the bulletin and online

LENT 2018

PARISH PENANCE SERVICE

PASSION/PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 25 - Masses

Sunday, March 18 7:00 p.m. - 96th & Q
CONFESSIONS

Monday, March 26 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. - 96th & Q

Tuesday, March 27 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. - 96th & Q
Wednesday, March 28

7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. - 96th & Q

Saturdays 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. - 96th & Q

Sat 5:00 p.m. Sun 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. 96th & Q
Sun 7:00 a.m. Lakeview

March 29-31: There will be no morning or noon Masses on
Thursday, Friday, or Saturday. Deacons will lead Morning
Prayer at Lakeview each of these mornings at 8:15 a.m.

Both priests will hear Confession for all time slots including Saturdays during Lent.

HOLY THURSDAY, March 29 - 7:00 p.m. - 96th & Q
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament immediately after Mass. Come and keep watch with Our Lord. 9:00 p.m. to 11: p.m.
GOOD FRIDAY, March 30 • Living Stations - Noon, 96th & Q • Good Friday Service - 7:00 p.m. - 96th & Q
HOLY SATURDAY, MARCH 31 • EASTER VIGIL - 8:15 p.m. - 96th & Q

EASTER SUNDAY, April 1 • Sunday, 7:00 a.m. - Lakeview • Sun 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. - 96th & Q
Check the entire schedule online at http://stgerald.org
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