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By Sherry Wachtler 

 This month Judy Morrison will begin her 30th year teaching kindergarten students at St. 
Gerald and just like all the other years, she can’t wait.
	 	“It	is	always	fun	at	the	beginning	of	the	year	getting	to	know	a	new	set	of	students	and	
their families,” she said. “It’s so much fun watching them interact with each other and using the 
new classroom materials . . . you can sit back and watch for the glow of discovery and see the 
joy when their hard work helps them achieve their learning goals.” 
 Plus you just never know what you’ll hear. One time Judy overheard some children 
practicing the “Hail Mary” prayer. Here’s what she heard: “. . . and blessed is the Fruit of the 
Loom, Jesus.” 
	 When	Judy	was	hired	to	start	St.	Gerald’s	first	kindergarten	program	in	1980,	she	faced	
several challenges even though she had started a kindergarten program at her former 
school.	Setting	up	a	classroom	for	children	she	hadn’t	met	wasn’t	easy,	nor	was	buying	
materials	on	a	very	limited	budget.	“Miss	Tolan	(now	Mrs.	Treinen)	the	first-grade	teacher,	
was a real blessing,” Judy said. “She worked with me on planning so the kindergartners 
would	have	a	smooth	transition	into	first	grade.”
	 Since	she’s	started	teaching	kindergarten,	Judy	has	taught	1,330	kindergartners	and	
she’s	seen	a	lot	of	changes.	More	two-income	families	make	it	more	difficult	for	parents	to	find	time	to	
help	in	the	classroom.	In	addition,	because	children	enter	school	with	two	years	of	pre-school	experience,	the	curriculum	has	changed	to	a	more	
academic-based	program.	But	one	constant	has	been	her	long-time	assistant,	Donna	Melichar,	who	has	worked	alongside	Judy	and	will	celebrate	
her 25th year this year.
 Judy has stayed at St. Gerald’s, rather than moving to a more lucrative salary in public education because of religion and her love of the Eucha-
rist. “God is in everything that we do at St. Gerald,” she said. 
	 “Most	5-year	olds	are	interested	in	rules	and	what	is	right.”	Classroom	time	is	spent	preparing	them	to	participate	with	the	rest	of	the	school	at	
Mass.	“The	Mass	is	a	celebration	that	we	have	been	invited	to	by	Jesus,”	Judy	explains.	“It’s	like	other	parties	with	decorations,	candles,	flowers	and	
a	pretty	cloth	on	the	table,	bringing	gifts,	music	and	singing.	Proper	manners	and	respect	for	others	is	also	important.”	July	continues,	“We	say	‘Hi!’	
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Judy Morrison 
with children.

Parishioner Judy Morrison

to	Jesus	when	we	enter	His	house	by	genuflecting	and	making	the	Sign	of	the	
Cross,	we	help	with	celebration	by	joining	in	on	the	prayers	and	songs	and	by	
bringing	gifts.”	
 The children learn more about Jesus from the homilies they hear at Mass. “If 
the	children	know	what	is	expected	of	them	and	how	they	can	participate,	they	
see themselves as an important part of the celebration,” she said.
Judy,	a	long-time	parishioner	who	is	involved	in	other	ministries	at	St.	Gerald,	
loves	her	job	and	you’ll	often	find	her	in	her	classroom	early	and	staying	late.	
“You	won’t	find	a	more	dedicated	teacher	than	Judy	Morrison,”	said	Father	
Gary Ostrander, former pastor of St. Gerald. “She’s super prepared for her 
classes and her students are well disciplined.”
Judy appreciates the wonderful support from the past and present prin-
cipals,	Bob	Hladik	and	Dave	Garland,	St	Gerald	pastors	and	parishioners	
who	understand	the	value	of	a	good	Catholic	school.
 “St. Gerald is a wonderful place to work,” she said. “We have a dedi-
cated	staff	and	parents	willing	to	work	as	partners	for	the	good	of	the	
school	and	our	children.	St.	Gerald	is	truly	a	Christian	family.”	†

Nick Steinbach and Judy march in the Fourth of July parade.
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I “I look forward to coming to St. Gerald and building on the wonderful work of Fr. Gary.  I 
remember	fondly	Fr.	Foster	and	Fr.	Dorsey	who	played	
such a key role in your development.  I especially look 
forward	to	continuing	my	involvement	with	Catholic	Edu-
cation by supporting your grade school as well as all the 
catechetical	programs	presently	being	offered	at	St.	Gerald.
 “I will do my best to be a good pastor to you and for 
you, working closely with the deacon community, the entire 
parish	staff	and	collaborating	with	the	various	committees.		Jesus	told	his	disciples	very	simply,	
‘Go	out	and	make	disciples	and	teach	them	everything	I	have	told	you,’	this	mandate	is	contin-
ued	in	every	vibrant	Catholic	Community.
	 My	first	weekend	in	the	parish	will	be	August	7-8	and	Archbishop	Lucas	will	be	coming	to	
do	my	installation	on	September	5	at	the	10:30am	Mass.		You	are	all	invited	to	be	present	for	this.	
God bless you all.” †

Fr. OK

A Message From Fr. Korte

I especially look forward to 
continuing my involvement 
with Catholic Education

“I will do my best 
to be a good pastor 

to you and for you.”

A
By Deacon Chris Hanson

 As we enjoy the summer months 
many of us gather with family and 
friends for vacations,
reunions and recreation.  It’s a 
perfect time to take stock of the 
relationships in our lives. 
Relationships last forever, they 
aren’t dissolved with death.
 And if you are reading this 
article, you are a son or a daugh-
ter.  Many of you have
your own sons and daughters 
as well, and most of you have 
brothers or sisters. We are all
connected to our family members by the relationships we have 
with them.  We have other relationships with our friends, those we 
work with, and so on.
 And yet we have another relationship that is incredibly important, 
and sometimes overlooked.  Our relationship with God is like others 
in	that	it	lasts	forever;	but	it	is	different	in	that	it	comes	without	condi-
tion.  We cannot do anything to stop God from loving us.  Whether we 
spend time communicating with God or not, He never stops loving us 
or caring for us.  He never gives up hope, He never holds a grudge.
	 The	Gospel	accounts	are	filled	with	teaching	about	relationships,	
and the Gospel of John, in particular, highlights the intimate bond 
between Jesus and his Father.  We can learn much from this teach-
ing, and we can apply its principles in our own relationships.  We can 
model	the	gift	of	sacrifice	for	others	that	we	are	connected	to.		We	can	
demonstrate our care and love for others by a smile, a kind word, or 
with our hands.
 As you participate in Mass this week, contemplate the relation-
ship	of	the	Trinity.		Watch	the	Son	offer	himself	to	the	Father	through	
the Holy Spirit.  Hear the love of the Father for the Son through the 
Scripture	readings.		Become	one	with	Jesus	as	you	receive	his	Body	
and	Blood	in	Holy	Communion.		In	short,	remember	to	work	on	the	
most important relationship in your life, the one you share with the 
God who loves you. †

relationshiPs

Father Owen Korte was born July 28, 
1954, in Clarkson, NE.  

He holds a bachelor’s degree 
in philosophy, master’s degrees 

in theology and pastoral counseling, 
and holds an endorsement in secondary 

school administration.  

Fr. Korte has served in 
various pastoral assignments in 

Omaha, O’Neill, Wynot, St. James, 
Elgin, and, most recently, Fremont.  

Fr Korte arrived at St. Gerald 
at the beginning of August.  

We are delighted to welcome him 
to our St. Gerald family! †

Father Owen Korte, 
our new Pastor

Welcome to 



LBy Eric Olsen, Parishioner

 Life moved at a hectic pace for St. 
Gerald diaconate couple Tom and Kathy 
Valasek during the early years of their 
marriage. Tom was on the go just about 
24-7	tending	to	his	business	enterprises	and	
Kathy was teaching school and riding herd 
on their two children.
	 Yet	they	never	moved	off-center	from	
the foundations laid for them in their child-

hood parishes in south Omaha. Tom grew 
up in St. Peter and Paul and Kathy in St. 
Mary’s. 
 “I aspired to the priesthood. I liked 
doing things at church,” Tom said. “My 
parents	were	devout	Catholics.	They	had	a	
Holy	Hour	way	back	then	and	I	would	fill	
in for them when they couldn’t make it for 
whatever reason.”
 Tom didn’t make it to the priesthood. 
He found Kathy, his high school sweetheart. 
They	married	in	1968	and	have	been	St.	
Gerald	members	since	1971.	
	 Though	they	attended	Mass	regularly,	
it	wasn’t	until	years	later,	after	they	par-
ticipated in the RENEW spiritual program 
for married couples, that they both began 
thinking about how they could become even 
stronger vessels of the faith. 
	 Father	Larry	Dorsey,	the	pastor	at	the	
time, had asked Tom to think about becom-
ing a deacon. Tom and Kathy considered the 
possibility for several years before beginning 
diaconate	formation	in	1998,	the	year	Father	
Dorsey	died.	Tom	was	ordained	in	2001.
 The Valaseks are in their element work-
ing with people. Tom was in the restaurant 
business	through	the	1970s,	and	then	he	
was majority owner of the old Trailridge 
Ski Area between Omaha and Lincoln in 
the	1980s.	Kathy	taught	sixth	grade	at	Belle	
Ryan School for 33 years. Their grown chil-
dren are Andy and Jenny.
 Kathy recalled that even though she 

was certain Tom was 
a	fitting	candidate	
for the diaconate, 
Tom struggled with 
whether he was doing 
the right thing until 
shortly before his ordi-
nation. It was during a 
retreat in Schuyler that 
Tom received a strong 
sign that he was on the 
right track. 
 The Valaseks had 
packed their bags and 
were	getting	ready	
to leave on the last 
day when Tom began 
flipping	through	the	
pages	of	the	Bible	that	
had been placed in 
their room.
 “He comes to this 
one section, and there 
is a holy card in there,
 and it was Father Larry’s 
holy card,” Kathy said. 
“Tom	just	looked	at	that,	and	he	said,	‘Kathy,	
I can’t believe this.’ Now what are the 
chances of being in that room, with that 
Bible?	We	don’t	doubt	he’s	supposed	to	be	
a	deacon.	Father	Larry	is	up	there	saying,	‘I	
told you.’”
 Tom served on the parish council in the 
1990s	and	on	the	stewardship	committee	for	
15	years,	and	he	played	a	signifi-
cant	role	in	the	fund-raising	effort	
for	the	construction	of	the	church	at	96th	
and Q.
 As a deacon, he started the ministry 
team	at	the	Washington	County	Jail.	He	
also is visible at religious education classes, 
greeting students as they come and go and 
filling	in	for	absent	teachers.	Tom	serves	on	
the	Adult	Education	Committee	and	Voca-
tion	Committee.
 Tom works on the welcoming commit-
tee, which helps transition new St. Gerald 
members into the parish. He and Kathy 
are	facilitators	in	the	FOCCUS	marriage	
preparation program. He also assists with 
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First	Communion	preparation	and	coor-
dinates	the	Knights	of	Columbus	annual	
retreat.
 Kathy has been St. Gerald’s pastoral 
minister for nine years, visiting the home-
bound	and	taking	Communion	to	them.	
She takes folks to doctor’s appointments, 
hairdressers, shopping and on other er-
rands. She makes nursing home visits and 
occasional hospital visits.
 She becomes very close to many of the 
homebound. “When you see somebody ev-
ery	week	and	take	them	Communion,	they	
are family,” she said.
 Kathy also is the funeral sacristan, a 
Sunday	sacristan,	lector	and	an	EMHC	as	
well as a past member of the parish council.
 Though Tom and Kathy are retired, 
they remain busy. And Tom said, “It feels 
right.	The	Holy	Spirit	fills	you	with	the	grace	
to do the work of God. Our outgoing per-
sonalities put us where we’re supposed to 
be in the church to help. Some of the things 
we’ve done touch people and touch us.” †

“Now what are the chances of being in 
that room with that bible?”

– Kathy Valasek –

Deacon Tom and Kathy Valasek
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	 St.	Gerald	again	hosted	a	successful	Vacation	Bible	School	during	the	week	of	June	14.		VBS	Director	Michala	
Jacobson	said	they	had	135	children	participate	and	over	50	middle	school,	high	school	and	adult	volunteers.		“VBS	
would not be possible if it wasn’t for the dedication of our volunteers.”  Jacobson said, “The curriculum we use is 
from Gospel Light Publications and our theme was Son Quest Rainforest.  Everything the children encountered dur-
ing	the	week	was	based	on	five	parables	told	by	Jesus	that	will	make	a	difference	in	their	lives	everyday.	The	five	
days of discovery gave the children the knowledge of God’s Word, but also the opportunity to respond to God’s 
truth	by	living	out	their	Christian	faith	through	songs,	prayer	and	activities.” 
	 During	the	VBS	day,	from	9:00	until	12:00	noon,	the	children	worked	in	five	different	stations,	story	time,	
recreation,	snack	and	journal,	craft	and	music	ministry.		The	children	who	participated	were	pre-kindergarten	
through 5th grade. 
	 Every	morning	the	children	gathered	together	in	the	Lakeview	Chapel	for	opening	prayer	and	song.		Dea-
con	Chris	Hanson	delivered	the	Gospel	message	to	the	children	at	every	opening	session.		At	the	end	of	the	
day the children gathered in chapel again for closing prayer and song. 
	 During	the	week	the	children	learned	about	loving	God	and	their	neighbor.	This	was	put	into	action	with	
a	service	project	as	they	collected	items	to	donate	to	the	Domestic	Violence	Coordinating	Council. 
	 Jacobson	said	VBS	helps	children	realize	that	just	because	they	are	on	break	from	school	and	academics,	
does	not	mean	they	are	on	a	break	from	God	and	prayer.		“VBS	helps	children	keep	God	close	to	them	and	
at the center of their lives all summer long.” 
	 Jacobson	is	appreciative	of	all	those	who	helped	the	VBS	program	by	generously	donating	art	and	
craft	supplies	as	well	as	snacks.		With	all	the	donations	costs	are	kept	down.		“We	want	to	offer	a	quality	
program	at	an	affordable	cost	to	families.” 
	 Plans	are	already	being	made	for	VBS	2011.		Anyone	interested	in	helping	the	VBS	program	with	time,	
talent, or treasure should contact Michala Jacobson at cmjacobson@cox.net.

Music Volunteer
	 Sean	Manley	is	one	of	the	teen	volunteers	who	helped	with	the	Vacation	Bible	School	mu-
sic. He was encouraged to volunteer by his mother and he says, “It was really fun.”  Music 
was a part of the daily program. Prayer and music started and ended each day. In addition 
each class spent time in the chapel learning a new song every day. 
 The music volunteers had to arrive early each day to practice and learn the songs them-
selves. Sean says that he made new friends. He thinks the kids really liked the entire week. 

Singing, dancing and bongos enlivened each session. 
	 At	the	end	of	the	week-long	VBS	program	each	child	received	a	CD	with	the	songs	they	had	
learned and sung throughout the week. 

adult Volunteer
	 Nancy	Kochanowicz	was	one	of	3	teachers	and	2	helpers	who	taught	the	pre-kindergarten	class.	
Nancy says, “We had a really great week. The structured program made it easy to work with the stu-

dents.	They	understood	about	quiet	time	for	prayer	and	when	they	
could rejoice out loud. The lively spiritual music with singing and 
actions helped make it a good spiritual week.” †

Son Quest Rainforest, Vacation Bible School 2010

VBS 2nd 
Grade

Morning 
Music

Craft Time
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TBy Deb Banchor, Parishioner
 This is the time of year that many of us are preparing our 
children to go back to school. One of those tasks involves get-
ting	them	clothing	that	will	fit	and	that	they	like.	
 There is a group of seven women in the parish working 
to provide clothing for other children, not their own, that will 
make them feel special and that they will like. These ladies 
–	Connie	Blake,	Susan	Daly,	Mary	Grantski,	Marcia	Ken-
nelly,	Jane	Sather,	Paula	Stanton,	and	Joyce	Szatko	–	put	their	
creative	talents	together	to	help	an	organization	called	“Little	
Dresses	for	Africa.”
 Mary Grantski is the one who became aware of the needs 
this	group	helps	fill.	It	is	a	non-profit,	Christian-based	organi-
zation	that	provides	dresses	to	girls	in	Africa.	These	dresses,	
actually made out of pillowcases, are distributed through 
orphanages	in	central	Africa.	Due	to	HIV/AIDS,	“millions	of	
children are orphaned and girl orphans are among the most 
devalued and abused in their culture and they face much op-
pression,”	according	the	Little	Dresses	for	Africa	website.	The	
mission	of	the	organization	is	“to	plant	in	the	hearts	of	little	
girls	that	they	are	worthy.”	The	group	has	the	motto:	“We’re	
not	just	sending	dresses,	we’re	sending	HOPE!”
 The seven ladies here at St. Gerald have been working on 
dresses for the past few months. As they work, they have a lot 
of	fun	and	laughter.	Like	when	Connie	Blake	had	“visions”	
of how the potpourri of gathered materials could be used to-
gether.	They’ve	met	about	10	times,	working	in	the	Lakeview	
Conference	Room	with	their	sewing	machines,	pillowcases,	
decorative	trim,	and	heartfelt	care	for	these	little	girls	living	on	
the	other	side	of	the	world.	They	are	preparing	to	send	off	the	
68	dresses	that	they	have	created.	They	have	decorated	them	
to	make	each	one	unique	and	special.	They’ve	even	added	
necklaces to match many of them. Mary Grantski said they 
want	to	“make	the	little	girls	feel	pretty.”	
	 The	group	previously	coordinated	the	St	Gerald	Bou-
tique.	Collectively,	they	have	a	record	of	118	years	of	service,	
ranging	from	10	to	25	years	each.	When	the	boutique	was	
discontinued, they knew that they needed to work on other 
projects together. They really “missed each other” and it was 
a “long, cold winter,” according to Paula Stanton. Maybe their 
husbands	are	a	little	responsible	for	all	they	have	accom-
plished, too. Years ago, the women began meeting on Monday 
nights because at home Monday Night Football was the 
agenda. That made it the perfect night for them to get out and 
pursue their own activities.
 Over the years each of these ladies has shared her time 
and talent with each of their children’s schools. They’ve been 
involved in many types of projects. That’s no surprise consid-
ering	that	together	they	have	15	children,	seven	grandchil-
dren, one great grandchild, several “grand dogs” and even a 
“grand bird.” 
	 As	they	finish	working	on	the	Little	Dresses	for	Africa	
project they know that they will continue to work on other 
things. When they do, there is a lot of visiting, laughing, and 
fun. They consider their work sessions “great therapy.”
	 Anyone	interested	in	the	Little	Dresses	for	Africa	pro-
gram can get more information at www.littledressesforafrica.
org.  †
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(Left to right), Seamstresses Grantski, Daly, Szatko, Sather, Blake, 
Stanton and Kennelly pose with Little Dresses.

Learning the Ropes of Leadership – 
that’s Stewardship!

On June 4, members of the St. Gerald Youth Min-
istry Core Team attended a leadership day with 
ropes, courses and canoeing at the Elden Francis 
Curtiss Archdiocesan Youth Camp.  Included in the 
group were Alex Tometich, Connor Jahns, Meghan 
and Taylor Brockhaus, Dakota and Abby Harper, 
Katherine Mundorf, and Molly Undersander with 
youth leader, Kathy Kensinger.

Little Dresses                   
          for Africa



St. Gerald 
4th of July 

Parade

St. Gerald 
Blood Drive

Special 
Olympics Donation
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St. Gerald 
Family 
Picnic

Summer Activities
at St. Gerald

Knights of 
Columbus members
 Bob Ryba and Verl 
Squire presented a 
check for $1,150 to 
Jim Crandall and 
Susan Schneider 

of Ralston Special 
Olympics from the 
Tootsie Roll Drive 

in April.

FOCUS Missionary Genevieve Hunt had lunch with her parents 
Gary and Mary at the Knights annual Family Picnic on July 18.  

Horseshoes and hamburgers were enjoyed by all.  

St. Gerald Knights hosted a 
Red Cross Blood Drive on June 
19.  Pam Leise and Tom Schmitt 
were among the 46 donors who 

provided 56 pints of blood. 

Principal Dave Garland, stu-
dents, teachers and parents all 

braved the rain to represent 
our St. Gerald School at the 

Ralston Fourth of July Parade. 
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Stewardship is giving thanks by giving back.

St. Gerald Catholic Church
Business	Office	7859	Lakeview
Ralston,	NE	68127

St. Gerald Parish 
welcomes 

Father Korte
For details 
see page 2

Get to know 
Deacon Tom and 
Kathy Valasek 

For details 
see page 3

St. Gerald’s Annual Parish Festival is Sun-
day, September 12.  Plan to spend the day. 
There will be fun, games and food for all.  
Volunteers are still needed.  Call Pat or 
Crystalynn Garnatz to help.  
Pat:  250-4326  Crystalynn:  490-1587 or 
email pgarn750@hotmail.com. Thanks! †

Parish FestiVal 
sePteMber 12


