


 THE SACRAMENTS AT THE SERVICE OF COMMUNION 

The vocation of holiness and the mission of evangelizing the world 

belongs to everyone.  It is the common vocation of all Christ’s 

disciples.  The sacraments of Initiation ground us in this vocation 

and mission. 

 

The vocations that promote the salvation of others belongs to those 

who are called:  the married and the ordained.  If they contribute 

to personal salvation it is through service to others. 



Service of Communion:  Sacraments help to build up the Body of 

Christ and they can be personally directed or other directed. 

 

Initiation Sacraments:  build us up personally—directed inward as it 

were. 

Vocational Sacraments:  they build up others:  in the case of 

marriage one marries to help the other spouse and children get 

to heaven, or one gets ordained to help the community get to 

heaven…and when this is lived out then the individual is fulfilling 

their promises and helping themselves get to heaven. 



WHY IS IT CALLED HOLY ORDERS? 

Order in Roman antiquity designated an establishment of a civil 

body, especially a governing body. 

Ordination means incorporation into an order 

Tradition and Scripture both designate certain orders in the church 

to build up the church: sanctifying, teaching and governing. 

Ordination goes beyond the idea of election or delegation for it 

confers a gift of the Holy Spirit which enables the person to 

exercise a “sacred power,” which can come only from Christ 

through the Church. 



PRIESTHOOD 

Old Covenant : The Tribe of Levi was set apart for liturgical service:  

God himself was their inheritance…..had no land, but only cities 

to dwell in among the other tribes,  the other 11 tribes had land. 

• These Priests were appointed to act on behalf of men in relation 

to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins 

But they were never able to achieve definitive sanctification until the 

Sacrifice of Christ 

• 70 elders chosen by Moses to help him lead the Israelites…the 

received a portion of his spirit 

 



Now the Levites were not enrolled by their ancestral tribe with the others.  48 For the 

LORD had told Moses,49 The tribe of Levi alone you shall not enroll nor include in 

the census along with the other Israelites. 50 You are to give the Levites charge of 

the tabernacle of the covenant with all its equipment and all that belongs to it. It 

is they who shall carry the tabernacle with all its equipment and who shall be its 

ministers; and they shall camp all around the tabernacle.  Numbers 1:47-50 

 

So Moses went out and told the people what the LORD had said. Gathering seventy 

elders of the people, he had them stand around the tent.25The LORD then came 

down in the cloud and spoke to him. Taking some of the spirit that was on Moses, 

he bestowed it on the seventy elders; and as the spirit came to rest on them, they 

prophesied but did not continue.  Numbers 11:24-25 



PREFIGUREMENTS 

The priesthood of the tribe of Levi—beginning with Aaron 

The institution of the 70 Elders 

 

Prefigure the priesthood of the New Covenant 



THE TEMPLE AND THE DOME OF THE ROCK 

Here sacrifices were offered up to the time of the destruction of 

Jerusalem in 70 ad. 



CALL : VOCATION : LISTEN AND BE CONFIRMED 

No one is to call themselves to the priesthood…it is not 
like a job or a career. 

 

It must be confirmed by the church—serious self-
examination, formation and discernment.  Is this 
God’s will? 



When did I first feel my call to the priesthood.  It came very early for me.  I remember 

wanting to be like my old Pastor.  He came in the classroom regularly to teach us 

and I loved to serve mass.  I began serving when I was in 3rd grade and I had to 

learn all the Latin Prayers.  Sr. Vincent was tough on us—we had to demonstrate 

to her that we knew these prayers and I did not pass the first time.  But I kept 

trying.  I remember going to confession to Fr. Kubesh both in a group when he 

heard our confessions monthly and when I asked to go to him when he came for 

daily masses.  I would kneel down in the office next to him…he was a real father 

figure to me.  I liked the fact that he was a carpenter and would work along side 

the men when they were doing some work around the parish.  Fr. Kubesh used to 

come out with his bib overalls and cigar and get dirty like the other guys.  I do 

remember people complaining about him because he preached too long.  This did 

not discourage me.  The next slide shows him blessing my brother’s wife after the 

baptism of my nephew. 



MY OLD PASTOR:  FR. CLEMENT C. KUBESH 

MY DISCERNMENT BEGAN AROUND HIM… 



DINNER AT MY BROTHER DEAN’S:  AFTER ONE OF HIS KID’S BAPTISM, FR. KUBESH IS SITTING 

NEXT TO MY BROTHER IN THE WHITE SHIRT.  MY DAD IS WEARING THE COAT AND TIE.  MY MOM 

IS HOLDING MY OLDEST NEPHEW FROM MY SISTER. 



ANOTHER PICTURE: ….THIS ONE SHOWS MY MOM SITTING WHERE MY DAD WAS.  MY SISTER IS 

HOLDING MY NEPHEW.  I AM STANDING NEXT T0 MY MOM.  THESE PICTURES AND MEMORIES 

BEGAN TO HELP ME SOLIDIFY MY VOCATION. 



BEFORE CHURCH ONE SUNDAY:  WE WOULD NEVER MISS MASS, I MEAN NEVER.  I REMEMBER 

THE ONLY TIME WE MISSED MASS….WE GOT STUCK IN THE SNOW ON OUR WAY TO CHURCH 

ONE SUNDAY.  



FISHERS OF MEN?  THE LAST SUPPER PICTURE WAS ONE OF SEVERAL RELIGIOUS PICTURES 

WE HAD IN OUR HOUSE.  I HAVE THIS ONE, THE GOOD SHEPHERD ONE AND THE TWO 

MATCHING SACRED HEART OF JESUS AND IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY  



THE ONE PRIESTHOOD OF CHRIST 

Melchizedek, king of Salem, brought out bread and wine. He was a priest of God Most 
High.19He blessed Abram with these words:  Blessed be Abram by God Most 
High, the creator of heaven and earth; 20 and blessed be God Most High, who 
delivered your foes into your hand.”  Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything. 

 

Melchizedek is the holy, blessed and unstained one who is the prefigurement of 
Jesus Christ in his role as eternal high priest.   

 

Jesus is the priest, altar and lamb of sacrifice.  He completes all the previous 
sacrifices by His one single sacrifice.  He gave himself up for us. 

 

This one sacrifice is made present again and again when it is offered by the 
ministerial priesthood. 

 

 



TWO PARTICIPATIONS IN THE PRIESTHOOD  

OF JESUS 
1) We are all make a kingdom of priests for God and Father.  So we can offer our 

selves and all we have to the Father especially through our participation in the 

Holy Eucharist.  This common priesthood unfolds through baptismal grace…living 

out our baptisms. 

2) The Ministerial Priesthood is at the service of the common priesthood.  It is 

directed to building up the body of Christ, leading the Church and it is transmitted 

by its own sacrament:  Holy Orders 

3) One can view this in terms of the Mystical Body.  There is the Head and there is 

the members.  The ministerial priesthood is like the head and the members are 

the common priesthood.  It is Christ himself, as head, that is present when the 

ministerial priesthood is exercised.  As Head Christ is Shepherd, High Priest and 

Teacher.  These same function can be found in the ministerial priesthood.  



TWO FUNCTIONS OF THE  

MINISTERIAL PRIESTHOOD 
1) As Head:  Bishops and Priests, act in the person of Christ to sanctify, teach and 

rule.  See this most clearly on the local level when you think of the priest as 

“Father”.  He is called to help the parish grow in holiness, to teach the truths of 

our Faith and to guide the parish to unity and peace. 

2) In the Name of the Whole Church:  the bishop or priest acts to represent the 

members to God.  Even though the whole church prays and offers, the priest is 

called on to carry the needs of the church to the Father in prayer.  He does this 

especially by praying daily for the church and by offering the Holy Sacrifice of the 

Mass. 

The Shepherds staff symbolizes the Bishop’s role as leader 

and authority and caregiver.  Like a Father in a family, he is 

called on to make decisions that affect the body keeping 

true to the teachings of Jesus and building up the unity of 

the Church. 



ORDINATION  
Ordination gives the priest the power to act in the person of Jesus.  He can say, truly: 

“This is my Body,” and in doing so brings us the Eucharist just as truly as the day 

He said the same thing with His Apostles at the last supper. 

 

Both as Head and in the name of the People:  The priest offers the mass and it is 

really the Holy Sacrifice re-presented and it is he who brings the prayers of the 

people to God as well. 

 

Roman Canon:  “For them, we offer you this sacrifice of praise or they offer it for 

themselves and all who are dear to them: for the redemption of their souls, in 

hope of health and well-being, and paying their homage to you, the eternal, living 

and true.” 



ORDAINED A DEACON:   

In April of 1980 I was ordained a 

deacon at St. Isidore Church in  

Columbus along with four other men.  

The only one left along with me is Fr. 

Damien Zuerlein.  In the picture 

holding the mic is the present 

Archbishop of Chicago, Blasé Cupich. 

 

A deacon is called to serve the 

bishop and priest as a helper.  His 

not part of the ministerial priesthood 

although he does receive the 

sacrament of Holy Orders as a 

degree of service so it is an Order of 

Service. 



CELIBACY 

In the Latin Rite:  Priests are not married.  They freely choose to live in the Celibate 
state and offer this “for the sake of the Kingdom of Heaven.”  Often people what 
a practical reason for this.  Some say it is for the purpose of total availability.   But 
this is not the heart of the issue. 

Celibacy is related to the call to live for Christ alone and to find in Him our total 
fulfillment.  All the human desires are real for the priest.  The desire for a wife, for 
children, for a family to come home to….but that does not mean that his life 
cannot be fulfilled by his devotion to his people, ministry and prayer.   

The life of a priest is full.  My life is full.  And it is fulfilled.  I love being a priest.  I love 
praying with the community, pulling it together, teaching the faith, preparing 
people to live the married life, preparing people to join the faith, helping people 
prepare themselves for death, caring for the sick, reaching out to the poor….it is a 
full life.  In 33+ years I have learned so much from experience…but I am not 
perfect and am still learning.  

Matt Niggemeyer, the one looking 

at the camera on the right, served 

in our parish two summers ago.  

This is his ordination to the 

diaconate at St. Peter’s in Rome in 

October of 2014. 



ONLY MEN CAN BE ORDAINED  

This is a clear teaching of the church based on the history that dates back to the 

apostles.  Jesus chose only men and the Apostles chose only men to be their 

successors.   

 

It is not a diminution of women for the Blessed Virgin Mary is the first and greatest 

disciple, but she was never a priest. 

 

I point to the great religious orders in the church made up of women who formed 

generations of Catholics, founded schools and colleges, and built and staffed 

hospitals.   These were powerful women and they made a very important mark on 

the church.  There is a role of leadership separate from men and the avenue for 

their leadership is still open. 

My mom was a definite influence in my life, as was my dad.  In the next slide 

is a family shot during the days I was in High School.  Ahh the 70’s, colorful 

to say the least. 



HS:  AHHH THE 70’S…. 



ORDINATION AND THE INDELIBLE CHARACTER 

Some sacraments are once in a life time sacraments.  They leave an indelible mark 

on the soul.  Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Orders .  It is permanent.  Once 

Baptized, you are forever Baptized.  Once Confirmed in the Catholic Church you 

are forever Confirmed. 

 

The same is true of ordination.  The one ordained is a priest forever.  And even if he 

ceases to be an active priest, he leaves and is laicized (reduced to the lay state), 

the indelible character remains.  If he were to return to the priesthood he would 

not be re-ordained. 

The laying on of hands by the bishop and the 

consecratory prayer constitute the core of the 

ordination rite.  From that prayer we read:  

“Lord, Holy Father…when you had appointed 

high priests to rule your people, you chose other 

men next to them in rand and dignity to be with 

them and to help them in their task…you 

extended the spirit of Moses to the seventy 

wise men…you shares among the sons of Aaron 

the fullness of their father’s power.” 



And so this kid who began thinking about 

the priesthood comes before you now as 

a priest some 33+ years.  It has been a 

great journey.  I really enjoy, especially, 

the teaching I do at Family Formation.  I 

really think we have got something good 

going here.  I wish I could have given 

this presentation personally but so be 

it…the cold won this night. 

May the Lord help you all to carry out the 

duties of your common priesthood as 

you teach, lead in prayer and bless, and 

guide your children to heaven!!  Fr. OK 



OH, ONE LAST SHOT!! 
I couldn’t resist this one…I 

am the baby and the other 

little boy is my brother Orrin.  

I was born on his 3rd 

birthday.  We celebrated 

one birthday together, on 

July 28, 1955…when I was 

one and he was 4.  He died 

in December of 1955 of a 

fierce cancer.  So, I look 

forward to seeing him if and 

when I get to heaven.  My 

old pastor got to Confirm 

him, a rare thing in those 

days, before he died.  


