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Parish Secretary is Right at Home
By Sherry Wachtler
When you call St. Gerald’s office, the first voice you hear
is friendly and self-assured. That voice belongs to parish
secretary Connie Farrell, who swears she is kind of shy.
Don’t believe it for a minute. “I’m really not an outgoing
person,” Connie said. “My husband Shawn is the
outgoing one, but if I’m in a comfortable environment,
I really open up.”
And true to form, she is most comfortable at St. Gerald.
After all, this has been her parish since 1986. Not only that,
she was a kindergarten aide for 16 years helping teachers
Trish Boechler and Julieanne Schmitt. She also assisted in
the day care for 10 years.
“What I loved most (working with preschoolers and
kindergartners) is they are still so real, so innocent. They
are so easy to teach and it’s fun to hear them talk to Jesus
and God,” Connie said. “Like Father Mark says, ‘To get to
heaven, you have to be child-like.’”
Just knowing so many names all the years at the school
was a great help when she took the secretarial job at the
parish office. Our parish is a very warm, welcoming family,
she said. She made the transition from teaching children
to handling administration duties at the office look easy,
but it came at a time of great sadness. Her father-in-law
was sick and passed away in that first month that Connie
started as secretary. Along with learning her new job,
Connie was also helping at the daycare while grieving her
father-in-law’s passing.
“I threw lifelines to (former secretary) Cheryl Bolin so
much and she was so gracious and helped me out a lot,”
Connie said. Head sacristan (who formerly worked in the
Archdiocesan offices) Pat Seier was a great help with
various church procedures. There are so many questions
and situations that come across this desk, she said, she was
constantly calling on them for help. Connie also credits the
staff for helping make her transition seamless. “I love the
staff. I’ve never been afraid of asking any question even as
stupid as it might be,” she laughed.
Her days are filled answering phones, answering
questions, assembling bulletins and hundreds of other

Connie Farrell and husband Shawn

tasks. “I love that every day is something new,” she said.
Connie sees first-hand the many needs in the parish
including homelessness. On her personal agenda next is to
become involved in helping one of the parish organizations
that assist the homeless. As a result of attending a parish
mission a couple of years ago, her faith deepened even
more and she is eager to be even more involved at St.
Gerald. She wants to reach out to young people through
Missionary Discipleship. Also, with her husband Shawn,
she would like to be a part of the Welcoming Ministry.
For Connie, the most important things in her life are her
faith and her family. She and Shawn, have been married
for 34 years and have three children, Patrick, 32, Jonathan,
28 and Emily, 23. Shawn works at Quality Brands Omaha
where he installs, maintains and sells draught beer systems.
He also still does some deejaying. Connie loves her job.
“I see myself staying until retirement. I don’t move around.
And who wouldn’t like coming to a place where Jesus is
Number 1?” she said.

www.StGerald.org - Visit our website for news, homilies, Mass times and more.
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VOTING CATHOLIC
The elections are quickly
approaching and our vote, as
Catholics, is perhaps the most
important vote we will ever have
to make in our entire life time,
especially regarding the future
of our nation. We live in
extremely troubling times, to
say the least. Our nation is so
deeply divided and polarized
on so many issues it makes one
wonder if we will ever recover. What we see taking place
before our very eyes in the political arena and on our city
streets is more than merely a political battle, however. It
is a spiritual battle between the forces of good and evil.
It is a battle for individual souls and for the very collective
soul of our nation.
So before casting our ballot this November, it is of utmost
importance that we, as Catholics and disciples of Jesus
Christ, first remember who we are and that we belong
to Christ and to Him alone. St. Paul says to Catholics in
1 Cor. 6:19, “Do you not know that your body is a temple
of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God,
and that you are not your own. For you have been
purchased at a price”. In Romans 14:7-8, he says, “None of
us lives for oneself, and no one dies for oneself. For if we
live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord;
so then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s”.
In other words, as a disciple of Jesus, I belong to Him and
to His Church before I belong to any particular political
party. My allegiance is first and foremost to Jesus Christ
and to His Church before it is to any political party.
Therefore, as a Catholic and as His disciple, my vote must
not be based merely on my party affiliation (Republican,
Democrat, etc.), personal feelings or opinions regarding a
particular candidate, but upon a well-informed conscience
and upon my faith in Jesus Christ and the teachings He has
entrusted to us, His Church.
No political candidate is perfect and no political platform
will perfectly align with the teachings of Christ and His
Church. Yet, regardless of our political party affiliation,
as Catholics we have a moral obligation to choose a
candidate whose political platform best aligns with
the teachings of our Faith. For example, among all the
important political and moral issues (i.e., immigration,
taxes, economy, abortion, religious liberties, etc.) we must
face, the most preeminent issue in any election is always
that regarding human life (i.e., abortion and euthanasia).
That does not necessarily mean I am a “single issue
voter”. What it means is that, as I prayerfully consider this
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from our Pastor, Fr. Mark Nolte
candidate’s political platform as
a whole, the first question
I must ask is: does this
candidate defend
an individual’s
right to life, most
especially that
of the unborn
child? Is this
candidate
pro-life or
pro-choice
(pro-abortion) or
pro-euthanasia?
For a Catholic to
freely vote for a
pro-choice candidate
with the intent to explicitly
support the legalization of abortion would be a very grave
offense (sin) to God Himself who is the very source of all
life. This is not only anti-Catholic and anti-Christian, it is
anti-Christ. Being an intrinsic evil (i.e., murder), abortion is
never acceptable under any circumstances. Jesus says, I
am the way and the truth and the life” (Jn. 14:6). Another
very important issue that we must also prayerfully consider
as Catholics, and that is also under serious attack today, is
our freedom to worship God. Will this candidate and their
political platform truly protect my religious liberties as a
Catholic?
As Catholics and as disciples of Jesus Christ, let us truly
be Catholic and not merely by name. May the good Lord
give us the courage and humility to truly walk the walk and
to cease giving God merely lip service. Let our allegiance
be first and foremost to Him and to His Church and not
merely to our own political party affiliation. Jesus tells us
clearly in Matthew 5:13-16 that we are the salt of the earth
and the light of the world, and that our light must shine
before others, that they (the world) may see [our] good
deeds and glorify [our] heavenly Father. Our mission is to
be Christ in this world. If we, as Catholics and as disciples
of Jesus Christ, do not take a stand for truth and for the
protection of all life, then who will? So, may the light of
Christ within us shine brightly and His voice be heard in
the voting booth this November, by first and foremost
standing up for life and for truth, for Christ Himself. If we
are true to who we are as Christians and faithful to Christ
and His teachings, then He, in turn, will be true to us and
will restore us to who He intended us to be from our very
founding: “One nation under God with liberty and justice
for all”. God bless you all and God bless America!

For more information regarding guidelines for Catholic voters please go to:

https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/upload/forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship.pdf
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Guided by Servant Leadership Team
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By Eric Olson
Mark Nelson speaks for himself and the rest
of the St. Gerald Servant Leadership Team
when he describes the group’s motivation.
“We truly love St. Gerald Church and School
and we are praying and trying our hardest
to do what’s best for the parish and take
into consideration everybody’s thoughts
and opinions,” Mark said. “We love you all.
And we want to grow in relationship and
help lead the parish the best that we can.”
The Servant Leadership Team has been on
the parish’s organizational chart for three
years. Father Mark Nolte said the group is
“responsible for short-range planning and
execution of activities in support of the
parish’s vision and mission.” Thus, the SLT
makes decisions on many of the day-to-day
operations of the parish and issues the parish
will be facing in the coming six to 12 months.

Fr. Nolte

Christy Keenan

In addition to Father Nolte and Father
Knecht, SLT members are Director of Faith
Formation Deb True, Business Manager
Charlie Hoover
Charlie Hoover, School Principal Christy
Keenan and Mark Nelson, Director of
Evangelization and Discipleship. Christy is
the newest member, having joined the SLT in July. “Father
(Mark) felt my role as the school principal would be of value
in keeping the parish and school connected,” she said. “I feel
honored to represent the school and know serving on this
team will make the partnership stronger.”
The SLT meets weekly for three hours, and once a month a
six-hour session is held. Each meeting starts with 10 minutes
of small talk, then the group prays for 30-40 minutes with
the goal of becoming closer to God and to each other and
putting everybody in the right frame of mind. Next comes
the “lightning round.” This is for brainstorming and where
meeting topics are set. SLT members might bring up concerns
of parishioners they’ve spoken to, or perhaps there are issues

Fr. Knecht

Deb True

Mark Nelson

related to an upcoming event, liturgy or
program. The items are written on a board
and then the topics are prioritized. If there
are 20 items, five might be designated a
“two-minute topic.” That’s where “lightning
round” is derived. Father Knecht actually
keeps time, and a bell signals when it’s time
to move to the next topic.
A recent example of a two-minute topic was
whether to buy a piece of sound equipment
to improve upon the live streaming of
Masses during the corona virus pandemic.
A bigger issue was whether to require
face coverings at Masses. (As a result, the
11 a.m. Mass became mask-optional.)
“The mask situation was extraordinarily
difficult,” Mark Nelson said. “We knew the
parishioners themselves were quite divided
on the issue. For us, we were divided. Do
we have 100% requirement or do we loosen
that up a little bit. It got addressed several
times and got pretty heated.” The monthly
six-hour meeting is designed to address
big-picture issues.

The Servant Leadership Team framework was informed by
the “Divine Renovation” model created by Fr. James Mallon,
a parish priest in Nova Scotia, Canada. Omaha Archbishop
George Lucas brought the Divine Renovation ministry to
Omaha and encouraged its use by every Archdiocesan parish.
Most issues are decided by consensus, but Father Mark
always has the final say. “There have been many times
he came out on one side of the issue and by the time the
discussion was over, one or more of us convinced him a
different decision needed to be made,” Mark Nelson said.
“I guess we could say we are his advisers. Probably 80-90%
of the time we’re at a consensus. The other 10-20% of the
time he has to make the call.”

St. Gerald Pastoral Council
In addition to the Servant Leadership Team the parish is
guided by a Pastoral Council. The St. Gerald Parish Pastoral
Council is a visioning body (mission-focused) whose primary
responsibility is to discern the will of the Holy Spirit for the
parish. The Pastoral Council serves as strategic planners.
The council’s secondary responsibility is assist the pastor and
his leadership team in the process of creating a long-term
(3-5 yrs.) pastoral plan that will help our parish live out our
mission. The Parish Pastoral Council is made up of trusted

advisors selected by the pastor and his leadership team.
The Pastoral Council has had two people who have
recently stepped away. There are six remaining members,
plus Fr. Mark. The other servant leadership team members
also attend, but are technically not Pastoral Council
members. The council is currently discerning how to fill
the two vacancies. The current members are: Dan Buck,
Deacon Steve Luna, Kris Jarecki, Becky Tometich, Kevin
Armshaw, and LuAnn Anglo.
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Fr. Foster Memorial Golf Tournament was
held on July 11. The tourney is a fundraiser
for the parish endowment fund.
Pictured are Jim Reisinger, Jim Heim,
Peter Henning, and Fr Mark Nolte

Another foursome from the golf outing
included Lou D’Ercole, Mike D’Ercole,
Fred Kambach, and Fr Gary Ostrander.
18 foursomes were greeted by beautiful
weather and enjoyed a steak dinner at the
end of the event. Dinner was prepared by
Greg Mendick, Rob Mendick, Mike Courtney,
Bob English, Bob Elston, and John Hannagan.
Helping on the course were Bob Ryba,
Verl Squire, Bob Mcwilliams, Phil Tamisiea,
Grace Carey, and Emma Mandolfo

Submit your photographs
and story ideas for
the newsletter to
stgeraldspiritlink@gmail.com
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The annual Corpus Christi procession was held after the 5 PM
Mass on Saturday, June 13. Fr. Mark carries the Holy Eucharist
in the monstrance accompanied by Fr. Michael and the Knights
of Columbus as canopy carriers.

Students of St. Gerald Catholic School show their pride as they
walk through the school neighborhood on Friday, October 2.
The 13th Annual Walk of Pride exceeded its goal and raised
over $40,000 for the school community!

St. Gerald Catholic
Elementary School
returned to classes on
August 13th. The first
all-school Mass was
held on the parking lot
Wednesday, August 19.
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Pictured with Fr. Mark is Lily,
daughter of Ian and
Natalie Whitman.

William and Seth Bluvas are pictured
with their parents Mike and Connie,
and siblings on the occasion of their
First Communion Aug 1st.

Laci, daughter of Jeff and Tina Bloes,
awaits her First Holy Communion.
Fifty-eight children were blessed to
receive their First Holy Communion
of July 18 and Aug 1.

Emily Lee, daughter of Robert and
Meg Lee, receives the sacrament of
Confirmation from Pastor Fr. Mark.
A total of 71 St. Gerald youth were
confirmed on June 27 and July 11.

Grace Kounakouj (pictured with Deb True,
Director of Family Formation) celebrated
her First Communion after completing the
Wings program for students who missed
the usual 2nd grade preparation.

Carter Alberico, son of Laura
Alberico, along with his grandfather
Bill Rogers is confirmed by
Associate Pastor Fr. Michael.

The Page
Turners Book
Club maintained
social distancing
this summer
by meeting on
the patio at the
church at 96th.

www.StGerald.org - Visit our website for news, homilies, Mass times and more.
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Eucharistic Adoration
By Joan Squire
Adoration has returned to St. Gerald. Adoration was discontinued in
March along with many other parish activities, including public celebration
of Mass. The chapel at 96th and Q was reopened to adorers on June 12
after the noon Mass. People were invited to come and go and worship
before our Lord in the tabernacle. Adoration before the exposed Holy
Eucharist began August 5th after an absence of 5 months. At the present
time the chapel at 96th is available for adoration 24/7. Adorers call the
parish office and receive the security code to open the west doors to the
chapel. Exposition of the Holy Eucharist for adoration is available only
on Wednesdays and Thursdays from 8 AM Wednesday thru 11:59 PM on
Thursday.
Adorers are asked to please wear a mask and remain at least six feet from
other adorers. Disinfectant spray bottles are available in the back of the
chapel to spray down the seat and kneeler before leaving the chapel.
The interior chapel doors are propped open, and out of respect to other
adorers, a spirit of silence is requested while in and outside the chapel
area. The prayerful presence of adorers was missed during the initial
months of the pandemic quarantine and the parish is blessed to have
adorers back in our chapel to pray.
Our current coordinator and scheduler of adorers is Mary Padrini. Mary
and her husband transferred their parish membership to St. Gerald about
2 years ago because of the availability of adoration before Jesus in the
monstrance. About 4 or 5 years ago they attended a talk about Eucharistic
miracles at St. Gerald. After the presentation a parishioner got up and
issued an invitation to participate in perpetual adoration. They came to St.
Gerald every Monday night for 2 years and then decided to join our parish.

Mary said, “I read a book about adoration. It
said, ‘We think we choose to be an adorer, but
Jesus calls us to be an adorer.’ “ Mary goes
on, “God has given us a beautiful gift of Jesus
in the Eucharist. Jesus is always present in the
tabernacle. But exposition [of the Eucharist] in
the monstrance is so much more special.”
There are still some open slots on the current
schedule and by the end of October the
parish hopes to begin sign-ups for additional
days with Exposition of the Lord Jesus in the
monstrance. We need two people scheduled
during every hourly slot before a given day
can have exposition. Visit the parish web site
www.stgerald.org for additional information.
Scroll down on the home page to find
[Adoration] and click on the link to sign up.
Let us all continue to pray for each other and for
our parish. Jesus, Mary and Joseph, pray for us!

Special Delivery, 3,620 LBS!
St. Gerald hosts 4 quarterly food drives. The last drive, the weekend of
Sept 12-13, was Amazing! Kevin Armshaw, coordinator of the drive, thanks
those who were able to help. In particular, he is grateful for the last minute
helpers who joined in when he discovered how great the response from
our parish family was.

Volunteers sort the food and paper donations for Catholic Charities.

362 grocery sacks containing 3,620 pounds of
food and paper products, $270 in cash and gift
cards was delivered to the Juan Diego Center.
The extra care given to sorting was a blessing to
the Juan Diego Center. It also made the drop
off go much more quickly. Great appreciation
goes out to the folks who helped with the
sorting. St. Gerald youth, part of the Dig In
ministry, lent a hand and came away quite proud
of their contribution and said every one involved
made them feel welcome and appreciated.
The food pantries are still experiencing spikes
because of COVID-19. The need has grown
400% over the last 6 months. Juan Diego
Center alone fed 3,200 people in the month of
August—unprecedented. St. Gerald, through
the coordination of the Knights of Columbus,
our youth, and a very generous parish are
a huge help in meeting the demand. Kevin
Armshaw, KC Council 9518 Community Director
shares the thanks he received from Dave Vankat
of Catholic Charities.
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Dig In – Food, Faith and Fun!
By Bonni Pulte
For Kevin and Chris Armshaw, Christ is the
foundation of their family life. He is central in
all they do. As parents of seven children and
running group homes on and off throughout their
marriage, they developed a great love for teens.
When their kids and their kid’s friends expressed
an interest in diving deeper into their faith and
wanted to pray and learn more, they decided to
“just do it.”
With all the challenges that kids face in our
current culture, the Armshaw’s wanted to walk
with them, but more importantly, they wanted
to build up a support of strong young men
and women to walk with one another, boldly
proclaiming the gospel and helping form more
young people for Christ! Their goal was to see
what the teens wanted and to follow where the
Lord would lead. The group formed in April
2019, with 10-12 kids. The group of youth was
made up of their own teens and some of their
friends. They started by inviting high school kids,
but quickly opened to college kids too. The
group now expands to as many as 25 during the
summer and is 50/50 split of high school and
college kids.
“Dig In” meets every Tuesday and always starts
with a meal. The kids come and eat and catch up
with each other. Fellowship around a meal sets
the perfect atmosphere for friendship and faith to
grow! They move on to singing and intercession
(arrow prayers the kids like to call it) and then
usually have a short teaching or bible study and
discussion. Afterward, the kids are welcome to
hang out and most often play games.

The St. Gerald Youth Dig In group meet at the Armshaw home.

The leaders are Kevin and Chris Armshaw and Drew and Olivia Hepler.
The Heplers had expressed interest in helping with youth ministry and St.
Gerald’s connected them to the Armshaw’s.
They have witnessed some pretty awesome blessings in the lives of the
youth coming through the Armshaw home. They promote a safe and
private environment; what is shared with the group, stays in the group.
As far as the future with “Dig In,” Kevin and Chris say, “whatever God
and the kids want!” With so many going off to college, they offered a
monthly fun dinner/faith bonus night. It was received very well. They
believe that it is easier to live out the gospel with the support of likeminded friends/brothers/sisters walking beside you.
The Armshaw’s feel that “Dig In” has been a great springboard for them
to get to know some pretty amazing kids/people. Many of the kids and
leaders have become a family. They would love for others to join them. If
anyone is interested in starting their own group, they would be happy to
support them. For more information contact: Kevin and Chris Armshaw
at karmshaw@live.com or makingsevenheaven@gmail.com.

Finance Committee
St. Gerald is pleased to introduce the new
Finance Committee on board as of July 1, the
new fiscal year. These dedicated parishioners
serve as a consultative body advising the pastor
and business manager regarding stewardship of
parish financial resources.
Todd Banchor works in the Credit Department
at Conagra Brands Inc. Todd says, “Together
we can be good disciples while being good

and practical stewards.” Patrick Garnatz works for OPPD as a Senior
Accountant. “I hope to help provide guidance to the Parish Leadership
to help us continue to serve our local community.” Deacon Fred Abboud
says, “I hope to assist our parish leaders in being the best stewards of
the generous donations of our parishioners.” Valerie Schreiter is a Senior
Accountant at Omaha Standard Palfinger and wants to help St. Gerald
continue to grow both spiritually and financially. Ruth Guthrie works full
time as the Director of Accounting at PayFlex in Omaha. She hopes to
continue to make St. Gerald Parish a successful parish, both financially
and spiritually.

Stay in touch... sign up for FlockNote, “like” us on Facebook, visit our website
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ST. GERALD CATHOLIC CHURCH
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MASS TIMES
Church - 96th and Q Street
Saturday: 5:00pm
Sunday: 8:00am, 11:00 am, 5:00pm
Daily: 12:15pm (M-F), Rosary begins at 11:45am
Holy Days: Check the bulletin and online
Church - 96th and Q Street
Saturday: 3:00-4:30pm
Monday-Friday: 12:00-12:15pm (M-F)

Chapel - 78th and Lakeview
Daily: 6:45am (Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri)
Daily: 8:15am (Wed, Sat)

RECONCILIATION TIMES

Chapel - 78th and Lakeview
Daily: 6:30-6:45am (Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri)
Daily: 8:00-8:15am (Wed, Sat)

SOME MASSES STREAMED ON FACEBOOK AND YOUTUBE - GO TO WWW.STGERALD.ORG FOR INFO

St. Gerald Parish Mission Statement:

Led by the Holy Spirit, we are a Catholic community of faith whose primary purpose is to
know Jesus, to love Him, and to serve Him in serving others. Sent to make disciples,
we invite and welcome everyone to come and share our Master’s joy.

