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The "living water" flows from “The Good Shepherd”
the upper bowl of the
stained glass in the
baptistry to the lower bowl. Reconciliation Room.

“A Church that Looks Like a Church”
March 9 marks the 20th anniversary of the dedication of our
worship space at 96th and Q Street. This is another milestone in
the 60 year history of St. Gerald Catholic Church. St. Gerald
started in 1957 with 120 families. Today, 60 years later, we serve
2,400 families.
The parish's first mass was celebrated June 9, 1957 at the
Ralston Town Hall with 288 parishioners in attendance. St.
Gerald's first church was dedicated at 78th and Lakeview on
March 29, 1959. By 1975 rapid growth in southwest Omaha and
an increase in mass attendance showed the need for more
worship space. To accommodate those needs construction
started on a second small church at 96th and Q Street in October
1975. Upon completion Sunday mass was celebrated at both
churches.
The parish continued to grow and by 1985 1,400 families were
registered. Both small churches could no longer serve the needs
of the parish and recognizing the need for one large church
ground was broken for a new church at 96th and Q Street on Aug
27, 1995. The Fellowship Hall of the new church is the original
worship space located on the property. Construction was
completed and the dedication ceremony for the new church was
held on March 9, 1997.

Station of the Cross
by J. Caniglia,
“Jesus Meets His Mother.”

by Joan Squire, Parishioner

The planning committee for the church had the goal of "a church
that looks like a church." Today we worship in a space that includes
the traditional elements of statues, Stations of the Cross and stained
glass windows. The hand carved wood statues of Mary, Joseph
and the Holy Family are the work of Conrad Moroder Woodcarvings
of Ortisei, Italy. The windows of European mouth-blown glass were
created by Ann Cunningham, an Omaha native. The many stained
glass windows include a rose window, 22 clerestory windows
depicting the life of Christ and a window of the Good Shepherd
tucked away in the Reconciliation Room. We have two sets of
Stations of the Cross. The original stations in the chapel are the
work of Jeremy Caniglia who grew up in our parish. A second set
of Stations was later added in the nave of the church. (See photo
on page 2.)

Upon entering the church proper we are reminded of our
baptism as we bless ourselves with the "living water" that flows
from the upper bowl of the baptistry to the lower bowl. The upper
bowl is the work of local artist Stephen Polchert. Dominating the
sanctuary is a cross by noted Omaha sculptor John Lajba. Lajba
created both the figure of the Risen Christ and the corpus of the
Crucified Christ which is now displayed behind the altar.

St. Gerald Parish Mission Statement

CHURCH continued on page 3

We are a Catholic faith community devoted to becoming a dynamic center of worship.
We challenge ourselves to lead lives patterned after Jesus.
With gratitude we share our faith, talents, gifts, and resources
so that more people experience God's love.
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LENT: “Coming Home”

“So what are you giving up this Lent”? That is a question many of us hear from others each
year during the season of Lent.
So why is it we, as Catholics, give up sweets and other pleasures or any other small sacrifices
for Lent? Is it simply to lose weight or to prove to myself or others how strong of a will I possess?
Or am I doing it simply because that is what we do as Catholics? Why give up
anything?

The season of Lent is a “penitential” season. In other words, the season of Lent gives
us the opportunity to do penance. The word “penance” is derived from the Greek word
“metanoia”, which means “change of heart”. To repent means to have a change of heart,
a change in direction. It implies a radical change of life-style. It means turning away from
the destructive nature of sin and back towards the life-giving and loving embrace of our
Father through Jesus. Like the prodigal son who, after “coming to
his senses”, realized that alienating himself from the love of his
father and embracing the pleasures of a sinful life-style ultimately
left him miserable. And that is precisely what sin does, it alienates
us from the profound and unconditional love the Father has for
each of us, his sons and daughters, as well as from each other,
His Church.
Like the prodigal son, we come to our senses (especially during
Lent), and we realize just how much we have hurt our Father and
others through our sinful choices. And like the prodigal, we say to
Him, “I am so sorry for hurting you and others, and I want to come
home now. I want to make reparation for my sins. In other words,
I want to get right with God and with others, so that I might know
and experience the abundant new Life of Easter and the joy that
awaits me by embracing the cross with Jesus!”

So that is the purpose of our Lenten sacrifices. It is our way of
saying to Jesus, “I love you and I’m so sorry for hurting you and
Dennis and Katie Rinkol family at their son's
others. And to prove my love for you and my sorrow for my sins,
First Reconciliation, assisted by Catechist Rachel Toner.
I am going to give up the “pleasures” of sin and unite myself
(through my Lenten sacrifice) with you and the suffering I have caused you, myself and others by my sinful choices. Sin is far
more than breaking a commandment, it is breaking a heart! It is breaking the heart of Jesus and our Mother, Mary, and our Father
who loves each and every one of us with such a profound love!

So on behalf of my Father and yours, I invite each of you this Lent to come Home to your Father and to your Family, especially
those of you who are not practicing our beautiful and life-giving Faith on a regular basis. Come back to Jesus who awaits you
in the Sacraments he has so graciously given us, and who so much longs to embrace you againith His love and mercy. Come
back to the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass (every Sunday as He has
commanded us to do) whereby we unite our sacrifices with His for
the salvation of souls, and are nourished and strengthened by the gift
of His Body and Blood in Holy Communion with Him. Come back
to the Sacrament of Reconciliation this Lent and receive His loving
and merciful embrace. He misses you so much and so do we,
your Family!
In the Risen Lord,

Stations of the Cross in the Nave, 96th & Q.

Fr. Mark
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Greeters Help Form a Worshipping Community
Nancy Murphy was only too eager to sign up with her husband Jerry when St.
Gerald started looking for greeters.
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by Eric Olson, Parishioner

The Murphys station themselves near the doors of the narthex at least once
a month before the noon Mass. As parishioners come in, they try to say hello to
as many as they can and chat about the goings-on in their lives, how a loved one
is faring with an illness or maybe how the Huskers played the day before.

“I come from a Protestant background, and we always stood around and
talked before and after church,” said Nancy, whose family started attending St.
Gerald in 1963. “We went to church here at St. Gerald for a number of years and
never knew a soul and nobody reached out.”
Creating a better sense of community is precisely the reason the greeters
program was started about five years ago. The goal is to have greeters at each
of the three sets of doors before every Mass.

Tina Martin is in charge of scheduling. She said individuals and couples serve as
greeters, and so do five families. “I promote that,” Tina said. “I have a 15-year-old
daughter, and we do it together when she’s not an altar server for that Mass. You
can do it no matter how old the kids are. It gives families a thing to do together.

Greeters Jerry and Nancy Murphy

Most greeters are scheduled once a month, but some like to do it more often.
Greeters arrive 15-20 minutes before Mass, pin on a greeters’ tag and head to
a door. Sometimes they stand outside, if the weather is nice
“They can hold doors open if they want but they don’t have to,” Tina said.
“The biggest thing is greeting people and smiling. It lets people recognize that
we’re a welcoming community and we’re glad they’ve come.”

Nancy said she and Jerry look at greeting as a way to meet new people.
She’s come to know parishioners who are disabled and need extra help getting
inside and others who might need a hug or someone to talk to. Maybe
someone shows up with a cast, Nancy said, so she asks how he or she got
hurt. “You hear about people's surgeries, and you let them know somebody
cares,” she said. “You don’t have to do anything fancy.” Sometimes, she said,
all a greeter needs to do is smile.

Jerry Sestak, Greeter

“A smile makes you feel better,” she said. “If you can just smile at somebody, it’s no big thing. But if you’re having a lousy day and
someone smiles at you, then you try to smile back. Just little things like that make a big difference and make our church a family.”

CHURCH continued from page 1

The Celtic Cross at the highest point
of the southern face at 96th Street.

Three cast bronze bells
and the statue of St. Gerald.

The exterior of the church includes a bell
tower with three cast bronze bells. At the
base of the tower is a statue of St. Gerald
copied from the original located at 78th and
Lakeview. Likewise, the Celtic cross at
Lakeview can be found duplicated at the
highest point of the southern face of the
church at 96th Street. These strong elements
tie both of our parish campuses together and
honor the 60 year roots of our parish.
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Fatima Statue to Visit St. Gerald Parish May 30

by Sherry Wachtler, Parishioner

Mark your calendars! The International Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Our Lady of
Fatima will visit St. Gerald Church, 96th and Q, Tuesday, May 30 from 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. The historic World Apostolate of Fatima’s U.S. Tour for Peace marks the
100th anniversary of the apparitions of Our Lady at Fatima, Portugal.
The International Pilgrim
Virgin Statue of Our Lady of Fatima
St. Gerald Church, 96th & Q,
Tuesday, May 30, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
For more on the US and
International tour visit
www.fatimatourforpeace.com
and our parish website
http://stgerald.org

The website of the World Apostolate of Fatima, USA says of the International
Pilgrim Virgin Statue, "The historic statue was sculpted in 1947 by Jose Thedim.
The image reflects the description of Sr. Lucia, the oldest of the three Fatima seers.
On October 13,1947, more than 150,000 Fatima pilgrims witnessed the blessing
of this image of Our Lady by the Bishop of Leiria at Fatima, Portugal as he
commissioned it to serve as the Pilgrim Virgin who would carry the blessings of
Fatima and Our Lady’s message throughout the world to the many millions of her
children who would never have an opportunity to visit Fatima."
The International Pilgrim Virgin Statue has visited more than 100 countries,
bringing Mary’s powerful message of salvation to millions. The tour will visit all 50
states. Countless favors have been reported wherever the Virgin Statue has
traveled.
“Many favors and graces, including cures, and countless conversions are
associated with the historic Image,” Father Mark Nolte, St. Gerald pastor,
said. “Please join us for an extraordinary day of graces, healing and prayer
to Our Lady, for our country and our families.”

Information and a link to videos about the tour and the statue are also available
on our parish website: http://stgerald.org
For more information contact Becky Tometich, bmtometich@gmail.com and
watch the parish bulletin for updates.

GOD'S GIFT TO ME, MY GIFT TO GOD: Financial Stewardship 2017
Watch your Sunday bulletin and your mail for information
about your 2017 annual giving to St. Gerald Parish. Also during
the weekend of March 26 the Finance Committee will speak at
all masses to give a Parish Financial Report. It will include the
Parish Budget and status of the Forging a Future of Faith
Campaign.
Please consider making your donations to St. Gerald online. You
may donate one time or make your Sunday donation on a
recurring basis. Visit the our website at http://stgerald.org.
Find the menu on the top. Click on ABOUT US, then choose
AUTOMATIC PAYMENTS, and then WE SHARE. Choose
SUNDAY COLLECTION and complete the form. This area,
where you will give your information, is safe and secure!

St. Gerald Catholic Church
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by Sherry Wachtler, Parishioner

7 p.m. at St. Gerald, 96th and Q
March 17, April 28, May 19, June 23
If your spiritual life needs a boost; if you’re looking
for more inspiration during Lent, or if you’d just like
to spend an evening in prayer, “Ablaze” may be
just the ticket. And you’re in luck. “Ablaze,”
started by our own assistant pastor, Father
Michael Voithofer, is offered at St. Gerald
Church, 96th and Q one Friday a month.
Father Michael invites everyone to come join
him and the Ablaze team in an uplifting evening
of praise, worship and prayer. All are welcome tots, teens, great-grandparents and everyone in
between. If you can’t stay long, no problem, you’re
welcome to come when you can and leave at any time.

What is “Ablaze?” It’s many things, according to Father
Michael. It’s worship . . . it’s praise . . . it’s spontaneous
prayer . . . it’s contemporary Christian music. It’s a
place where we ask God to empower us and use our
gifts to his glory, he said. It was born as an inspiration of
Luke 12:49, “I have come to cast fire upon the earth;
and how I wish it were already Ablaze.”

The idea for “Ablaze” was born when Father Michael was a
student at Penn State and attended an evening of prayer,
praise, music and adoration. During a faith-sharing session,
he was so inspired that he learned how to play acoustic guitar.
As a priest in Omaha, he saw the need for this form of prayer
inviting faith sharing, music and prayer and held Ablaze
evenings at St. Robert’s and St. James parishes.

“You don’t have to do anything, but you’re
welcome to stand, sit, come to the altar, just
come and open yourself to God and ask the
Lord what he wants,” he said. “Come, relax and
enjoy God’s presence.”
Prayer teams are on hand to pray over you if you
so desire. The music serves to open your heart in
adoration, Father Michael said. Sometimes the music,
worship and ambiance are enough to move you to tears, as it
did one parishioner at the February Ablaze.
“My wife and I have come to two “Ablaze services,” said
Frank Centarri. “They’re so uplifting. We really enjoy it.”
Jean Thompson is anxious to attend another Ablaze. “They
have the screen with the words and it drew me in quicker,”
she said. “The songs were easy to catch on to and I caught
myself singing them during the week. I thought I belonged
here.”
“Ablaze is a place where we ask God to empower us and
use our gifts to his glory,” Father Michael said.
Want more information? Visit Fr. Michael’s Ablaze website
at http://www.ablazeworship.org.
Knights of Columbus Archbishop
Gerald T. Bergan Assembly 3431
Officers and Guest:
Fred Kambach, Verl Squire,
Phil Tamisea, Ron Morss,
Bob McWilliams, Terry Fletcher,
Jim McNamara, Chaplain Fr. Gary
Ostrander, District Master
Jim Haiar, Tony Jones, Tom Stanton,
Lou D'Ercole, and Don Kleffner.
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Following St. Gerald via Website and
Facebook by Amy Cunningham, Parishioner

St. Gerald Catholic Church

✝ SpiritLink ✝ Spring 2017

Electronic media is the in place in today's society where many people
learn about and reach out to the world around them. News about St.
Gerald Catholic Parish is available on electronic media via both a St.
Gerald Parish website and a St. Gerald Parish Facebook page.
Parishioner Dan Buck was asked by Father Mark to give our website a
refresh and we think it looks great! Our site is now web responsive meaning that it is easier to navigate whether you view the site on a desktop
computer or on your mobile phone. In addition to the new look, Dan also
added a multimedia feature so everyone can hear the homilies each week.
The website is a powerful resource for our church. It is the first impression
the public has of our parish, a place to find information about groups,
where you can download the bulletin, make a monetary donation, and
more. There is even a news feed from the Vatican!
Kudos to Dan for all his hard work in keeping our website running
smoothly. We encourage everyone to be informed with all St. Gerald has
to offer. Visit http://.stgerald.org and check out all the sections. If you are
a volunteer in one of our parish ministries or groups, please keep the
information on your page up to date. Get in touch with Dan and he can
even give you control over the content of your page. Perhaps your group
doesn't currently have a page on the site . . . he can help with that too.
Let's work together to make full use of the powerful communication tool
that is stgerald.org!
Thanks to Father Michael and parishioners Patrick and Crystalynn
Garnatz, the news of our wonderful parish can be spread through social
media. As a follower or "fan" of our Facebook page, you can interact with
other members of the parish through "likes" and comments. Our page is
closing in on 600 followers, with a weekly content reach of approximately
5,000 views. Every time you "like" or share a post on the St. Gerald
Facebook page you are helping share the Gospel with others who may
not have any other means of hearing the Word of God. Posts may include
information about upcoming events, links to inspiring music or videos
related to our faith, reminders of special collections or drives, news from
relevant religious news/articles, prayer requests and scripture passages.
We invite you to follow our Facebook page and join the conversation.
Visit www.facebook.com/stgeraldralston and hit the "Like" button.

Catholic Schools Week
Jan 29 to Feb 4, 2017
(Left)
Volleyball during CSW.

(Opposite page)
An open house was held on
Sunday, Jan 30 to kick off the
week’s activities. Pancakes and
tours of the school were part of the
opening day.
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Boots and Buckles Ball Guardian Angel Dinner
and Auction 2017
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by Anne Dwyer, Parishioner

With a record of 367 registered guests, the 19th
annual Guardian Angel Auction had another
successful fund raiser with an estimated $110,000
raised for St. Gerald School. They were over 300
auction items, ranging from the always popular wine
pull to a rosary blessed by Omaha native Cardinal
Blase Cupich. This year's dinner auction had a record
number of 14 corporate sponsorships.

PICTURED ABOVE:

A. Matt Dillon, Dan Balis, Peggy Balis and Joe Croskey bid on
The change in venue from St Gerald School to D C
auction items.
Centre provided the space needed to accommodate
the larger crowd at about the same cost. “We loved B. Guardian Angel guests, Jim Wisinski, Rick Treinen and
Dave Ponec.
how the auction items and tables were located in one
big room instead of isolated in classrooms where C. St. Gerald School Teachers at the Guardian Angel Dinner.
things could get quite congested” said Jen Tselentis
one of the event chairs. “While the Angel Auction is an
important fundraiser for our Parish, it is also a celebration of fellowship”.

Likewise Dinner and Auction Committee member, Anne Dwyer says, "We are truly blessed to have the support of our 'village'
and thankful to the army of volunteers, generous sponsors and all the contributors that made the evening a huge success."

Greeters and their
welcoming smiles
See page 3
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ST. GERALD CATHOLIC CHURCH - MASS AND CONFESSION SCHEDULE

Mass Times - Church - 96th and Q Street

Mass Times - Chapel - 78th and Lakeview

Daily 12:15 p.m. (M-F)

Daily 8:15 a.m. (M-Sat) Rosary begins at 7:45 a.m.

Sat 5:00 p.m. Sun 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m.
Holy Days 6:00 pm (eve), 7:00 a.m., 12:15 p.m.
Confession - Church - 96th and Q Street

Mon-Fri 12:00-12:15 p.m. Saturday 3:00-4:30 p.m.

Sun 7:00 a.m.

Holy Days 9:00 a.m. (children's), 7:00 p.m.

Confession - Chapel - 78th and Lakeview

First Fridays and Saturdays prior to 8:15 a.m. Mass

LENT 2017

ABLAZE WORSHIP - Friday, March 17 - 7:00 p.m. 96th & Q
SPIRITUAL DETOX - Tuesday evenings during Lent - presented by Fr. Michael - 7:00 p.m. to 8:15 p.m. - 96th & Q
40 HOURS of ADORATION - Sunday, March 19 following Noon Mass through Tuesday, March 21 at 7:00 p.m. - 96th & Q

PARISH PENANCE SERVICE

PASSION/PALM SUNDAY - Masses

CONFESSIONS

Sun 7:00 a.m. Lakeview

Sunday, April 9 7:00 p.m. 96th & Q

Monday, April 10 10 a..m. to Noon - 96th & Q

Tuesday, April 11 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. - 96th & Q
Wednesday, April 12

10:00 a.m. to Noon - 96th & Q

Tuesday, April 11 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. - Lakeview

Sat 5:00 p.m. Sun 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. 96th & Q
Movie: Passion of Christ - Sun 3:00 p.m. 96th & Q in Church

April 13 to 15: There will be no morning or noon Masses on
Thursday, Friday, or Saturday. Deacons will lead Morning
Prayer at Lakeview each of these mornings at 8:15 a.m.

HOLY THURSDAY, April 13 - 7:00 p.m. - 96th & Q
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament immediately after Mass. Come and keep watch with Our Lord. 9:00 p.m. to 11: p.m.
GOOD FRIDAY, April 14 • Living Stations - Noon, 96th & Q • Good Friday Service - 7:00 p.m. - 96th & Q
HOLY SATURDAY, April 15 • EASTER VIGIL - 8:30 p.m. - 96th & Q

EASTER SUNDAY, April 16 • Sunday, 7:00 a.m. - Lakeview • Sat 5:00 p.m. Sun 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. - 96th & Q

✃

Check the entire schedule online at http://stgerald.org

