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St. Gerald’s own
Scott Schilmoeller
was ordained to the
Omaha Archdiocese
Transitional Deaconate
on May 27, 2016

The move to Omaha has
been good. The family
has settled down and
they are at home. They
are also at home in the
Catholic Church.
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Mark and Nadine Catania,
Miranda and Nathan.

Nadine and Mark Catania at Home in Omaha . . . by Joan Squire, Parishioner
March 26, Holy Saturday, marked the occasion of Nadine
Catania's baptism and entry into the Catholic Church. She
joined her husband Mark, a cradle Catholic, and their
children Miranda and Nathan. Nadine and Mark were a
military family and when Mark retired they were ready to
settle down and make Omaha their home. They made the
conscious decision to have active religious practices as a
part of their daily lives. It was important for them to find a
religious home, too. It would be Catholic. Nadine committed
to the St. Gerald RCIA program.

When retirement came, they had to make the decision of where
they would call home. Nadine found a job with the Army Corps
of Engineers in Omaha. Mark would be a stay at home dad and
spend time with their children, Miranda and Nathan. The decision
was made, and Omaha was their choice.

Nadine grew up on a farm in Vale, SD. Her mother was
Catholic but the family participated in the Assembly of God
Church of their father. However, lots of extended family
activities were centered in the Catholic Church as Nadine's
grandparents were Catholic and she had a great aunt who
was a nun.

During the summer, the children are looking forward to
spending their usual summer vacation at their grandparents'
farm in South Dakota. In addition, this summer will include a
trip to Boston.

Mark grew up Catholic in the Boston area. Mark and Nadine
met in the baggage claim area of the airport in Korea when
they were collecting their bags as they arrived for their new
postings there. With the Air Force they had the opportunity to
travel the world. The last post they served at was Schriever
AFB in Colorado.

The family participated in Family Formation this past year.
Nadine said she found the family lessons valuable to their
family's growth as Catholics. She appreciated the parent
sessions with Fr. Korte as well.

The move to Omaha has been good. The family has settled
down and they are at home.
They are also at home in the Catholic Church. If she were
alive today, Nadine believes her grandmother would say, "It's
about time."

This year another new St. Gerald Parish family feels right at home. See Refugees on page 5

St. Gerald Parish Mission Statement

We are a Catholic faith community devoted to becoming a dynamic center of worship.
We challenge ourselves to lead lives patterned after Jesus.
With gratitude we share our faith, talents, gifts, and resources so that more people experience God's love.
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Reflections on the Past and Future . . . from Father Owen Korte

After six years as your Pastor I will
be leaving St. Gerald at the end of
June to take up responsibilities at
Holy Trinity Parish in Hartington, NE.
Holy Trinity has a grade school and
is the county seat of Cedar County, a
very Catholic community with a
strong German heritage. I will also
serve as President of Cedar Catholic
Junior-Senior High School and will be teaching Senior Religion.
I saw much to do when I came to St. Gerald six years ago and
I was not afraid to make large institutional changes. They may have
been painful and were not done on a whim but after much thought
and study. Shortly after I got here we formed a committee to do longrange planning to carry our parish forward for five years.
It is from this process our four goals have come:
Hospitality, Communication, Evangelization, and Stewardship.

We Are Out of Debt
We have made the necessary organizational changes so
that the business of the parish is transparent. Our reports
are reliable and accurate. We are running a very tight
budget due mainly to decreasing attendance. We project a
balanced budget for the coming fiscal year but we have to
keep stoking the fires of financial stewardship and tithing. It
needs to be noted that we are out of debt. We have
replenished our savings and we have some estate money
to help with future planning. An Endowment Board has
been created that oversees our permanent investments and
has already brought a good sense of order and
transparency to these funds.

Building Maintenance and Technology
We have accomplished much in making our buildings up to
date. The HVAC work being done in our school this summer
will be a huge improvement. It should be completed in
summer 2017. The school is more secure. Technology is
up to snuff but never for long. We’ve kept up on it by
creating a good plan and seeing it through. Our main
worship space has been cared for and Lakeview Chapel
has gotten a beautification treatment (see page 6).
Our School and Pre-K Program
The school is in a good position to continue its growth. It has
a great principal, is accredited and will be starting a new PreKindergarten program in August. This coming year we also
have a large kindergarten class coming in. My personal
favorite is having a full-time certified music teacher on staff.

Fr. Korte at Benediction during the
2011 Totus Tuus Eucharistic procession.

Strengthening Faith in Individuals and Families
The parish “Family Formation’ program has effected a cultural
shift in how we deliver the faith and catechize our children.
Certainly this program has brought spirituality and prayer into
the lives of many families who did not know how to do that
before. This has affected many young people to consider
practicing more faithfully their Catholic religion.
And “YDisciple” has built on that. This also has great
potential, and the involvement of a young priest will help
energize it.
From Fr. Korte continued on page 7

Above
Fr. Korte handing out candy during during
2015 Ralston 4th of July Parade
Right
Fr. Korte at Family Formation
First Reconciliation, January 16, 2016
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No Spotlight for Dorothy Wiebelhaus . . . by Sherry Wachtler, Parishioner
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The spotlight is the last thing Dorothy Wiebelhaus wants. She is perfectly
content working behind the scenes in the St. Gerald Fellowship Hall kitchen.
When she is serving coffee and artistically arranging doughnuts and Danish on
platters she is right at home. Decorating tables for receptions is second nature
to her. In addition Dorothy ushers at the 7 a.m. Mass at Lakeview Chapel
alternating with six or seven others. Dorothy feels her work at St. Gerald is not
a job, it’s a calling.
If there is a reception, an anniversary or a birthday party for any of the St.
Gerald faithful, Dorothy will be helping out in some capacity. “However, without
the help of Joyce Szatko and Judy Morrison, I could never do it,” she said. “I
like to be in the background. I like helping out – doing anything they ask me to
do.” Except this interview.
“Oh, she said, “I don’t want anything written about me.” After much urging, she
agreed to sit down for a few minutes to talk about her service to St. Gerald
parish. It all started in 1968 when Marie Deblauw, Father Foster’s
housekeeper, invited Dorothy to get acquainted with others in the parish. So
she did some work helping with the Boutique Committee, doing crafts such as
making angel cones and baking goodies.

Her baked goods are known far and wide. She bakes angel food cakes for
parish bake sales that don’t even make it out of her neighborhood. Another
parishioner pays the Funeral Luncheon Bake Sale committee in advance for
Dorothy’s luscious coconut cream pie for her Easter dinner. Her homemade
jellies are a popular silent auction item at the annual Guardian Angel Auction.
“I love to give,” she said. “If everyone can enjoy it, then I’m happy.”
She and her Social Committee helpers have prepared Totus Tuus lunches and
refreshments for Family Formation.

“We just do anything they ask us to,” she said. “All I ask is they give me a
week’s notice.”
Early in their married life, her husband, Dennis didn’t want her to go to work.
She felt that she should do her share, so she made bridesmaid’s dresses and
bridal gowns out of her home.

Deacon Scott Schilmoeller

Not long after that she put her seamstress
abilities to work at St. Gerald by donating
baptismal gowns for the little ones and baptismal
stoles for the older children. That was 25 years
ago; she is still making them.

After Dennis' death in 2010, Dorothy continued
as an usher at the 7 a.m. Mass at Lakeview
Chapel. She also enjoys very special times with
her nieces and nephews and other family
members.
Gardening is a favorite pastime. “I love it. My
garden is the best therapy I know,” she said. "I
thank God for my faith and for all the people who
help us in any way.

Sometimes I think I don’t thank people enough,”
she said, “but I’m very thankful for all the people
at St. Gerald who volunteer.”

Scott Schilmoeller preached his first sermon as a transitional deacon at St. Gerald on Sunday,
May 29, 2016. He was ordained to the Transitional Deaconate the previous Friday evening by
Archbishop George Lucas at St. Cecilia Cathedral. Scott is the son of Mike and Diane
Schilmoeller. He graduated from St. Gerald Catholic Grade School and Daniel Gross High School.
He attended University of Nebraska Omaha, University of Nebraska Lincoln, University of
St. Thomas and St. John Vianney Seminary in St. Paul, MN, and Kenrick-Glennon Seminary in
St. Louis, MO.
PHOTO COURTESY THE CATHOLIC VOICE.

Please pray for Scott as he continues his journey to the priesthood!

DID YOU KNOW . . . St. Gerald has completed three years of Family Formation and is seeing the fruit of families
living their Catholic Faith? Family Formation was founded by the Holy Spirit working through the Church
of Saint Paul in Ham Lake, MN. Praise God!
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Grace Krzemien puts
on the second hole.

Frank Dvorak, Fred Kambach, Lou D'Ercole and Fr. Harrison
at the annual Fr. Foster Golf Tournament.

St. Gerald Golf Leagues . . . by Eric Olson, Parishioner
Lou D’Ercole was walking up to his ball in the 10th fairway at
Eagle Hills Golf Course when he noticed Father Patrick
Harrison’s drive about 20 yards ahead of his. It was a knowing
look on Lou’s face, maybe even one of resignation. Father
Harrison hits longer and straighter than most, if not everyone, in
the St. Gerald men’s golf league. There he was again, out in the
short grass and a pitching wedge away from the green.
“Anyone who plays golf is competitive,” Lou said before selecting
a club for his approach shot, “but this league is not cut-throat.”

Oh, they keep track of strokes. Points are tracked each week, and
there are prizes awarded at the end of the year. While the golf is
important, it’s the camaraderie that has always counted most
since the men’s league started several decades ago at the old
Lakeview Golf Course.
A few St. Gerald women started their own golf outings at LaVista
Falls four years ago. While the men’s league rotates 54 players
on nine teams, women’s organizer Betty Kampschnieder books
tee times for two foursomes a week and usually can’t fill all the
spots. Both leagues play on Thursday evenings.

“We are set up to be more social than competitive in hopes to
attract more ladies to the league,”Betty said. “Newcomers are
always welcome. Interested golfers just need to contact me
(jrkamp@cox.net) so that I can include them on the emails for
weekly golf.”

The men’s league fills to capacity almost every year and attracts
players of all skill levels. The season runs from April through the
end of August. There are two so-called “refreshment and food
nights” at the halfway point and end of the season where the
golfers enjoy post-round fellowship.
Marcia Kuta began playing in the women’s league last year after
having not picked up a golf club in a number of years. “I saw an
item about it in the bulletin and decided I was going to give it a try,”
she said.
Grace Krzemien, Marcia’s playing partner, has been in the
women’s league since the start. “We’ve had several competitive
golfers,” she said, “but we’re mostly not very serious. We just
come out for the fun.”

The highlight of the St. Gerald golf season is the annual Father
Foster Golf Tournament, which was held May 14. Proceeds from
that event go to the Father Foster Endowment Fund.

The 14th Station, Jesus is placed in the tomb.

DID YOU KNOW . . .

On Good Friday, the Stations of the cross started at
St. Gerald Lakeview Chapel and ended at Trinity United
Methodist Church?- Also participating were clergy and
church members from Messiah Lutheran and Ralston
United Church of Christ.
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Left
Fr. Harrison recently celebrated his 25th jubilee as
a priest. On June 12, St. Gerald Parish hosted a
reception and many of Father’s family members
were able to attend. Back row: sister Michelle
Kenney, brother Chris, sister Theresa Fisher, and
Fr. Harrison. Front row: mom Mary and dad
Harry. Brothers Paul and Jeff, and sisters Kathy
Fisher and Julie Solis, live out-of-state and were
unable to attend.
Below
Fr. Harrison thanks Margaret Cotton for her
original song (music-lyrics) written and
performed in his honor during the reception.

A Farewell Message . . . from Father Patrick Harrison

As announced in May, I have been given a new assignment by the Archbishop.
This means that my last day at St. Gerald will be June 30, 2016. My new
assignment will be as the full-time chaplain at Skutt Catholic High School and
I will live as a resident priest at St. Patrick Catholic Church in Gretna.

While I look forward to my new assignment, I will very much miss serving as a
priest at St. Gerald. I came to the parish in the summer of 2012 and I have
greatly enjoyed meeting and working with so many wonderful people.
I especially thank Fr. Korte who has been a great support and help in my
priestly ministry at St. Gerald. I also want to thank our deacons and their wives
for the ministerial assistance and fellowship.
There are so many parishioners who assisted me with Masses, funerals,
weddings, nursing home Masses, school activities, Family Formation, and
many others who made my vocation as an associate pastor so much easier.

I thank all of you. I will keep you in my prayers
now and in the future. I will miss the St. Gerald
parish family, however, where there is parting
there is always hope. As St. Thomas More once
said, "Pray for me, as I will for you that we may
merrily meet in heaven."
May God bless you always.

St. Gerald’s Refugee Family
Settles In . . . by Bonni Pulte, Parishioner
Pictured is the refugee family as they arrived in Omaha
on March 17: father, Pa SHWE; mother, Thu KO; sons,
Lah HTOO (19), Aung May HTOO (16), and MuKo POE
(12); and daughter, Say Lah PAW (14).

Our parish sponsored refugee family is settling in to a
whole new life and everything has been an adventure. It
has also been a challenge for the St. Gerald team, along
with guidance from Lutheran Family Services, to serve
the family’s needs. Every week, two or three team
members visit the family with interprter Rosie, who also
donates her time. Watch for future updates in upcoming
issues of SpiritLink.

Doug Donaldson presents the key to their new home to the
father of the family, Pa SHWE.
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Renovations to the
St. Gerald Chapel
at 78th and Lakeview
were completed
during April 2016.
Generous volunteer
workers, estate gifts
and other contributions
ear-marked for this
project covered all costs.

Lakeview Chapel Renovations . . . by Father Owen Korte
Generous contributions from the estates of Ron Kuta and
Deacon Tom Valasek, and a small portion of the estate gift from
Anthony & Josephine Fucinaro as well as an anonymous
Memorial Gift paid for the work done in the chapel. Previous
gifts earmarked by the donor for the use of the pastor made it
possible for us to acquire the Blessed Sacrament Parish Mosaic
and Angels.

The project began a year ago with the installation of a new
sound system. Then came the movement of the organ to the
space vacated by one of the confessionals and the change of
the ambo from the east to the west sides. These were very
practical changes resulting in better sound. The choir area
opened up by the organ move was a practical improvement for
our Grade School Masses and with the Ambo closer to the choir
the Cantors could more easily make use of it for the
Responsorial Psalm.
Dave Beringer, the architect for the church at 96th, donated his
advice and sketches to make the other changes. The arch idea
came from Dave, tying in the curves of the main support beams
of the Church. The Arch theme is duplicated in the framed
background for the Mary and Joseph statues, in the baldachin
(the canopy over the altar), in the accent arches above the
angels, and in the arch frame around the mosaic.

Lighting was changed, using much of what was already there.
LED spots were added along with indirect lighting to enhance
the baldachin and the mosaic. With the addition of a warm grey
paint, marbled wallpaper, and the sky blue and stars of the
Baldachin the whole sanctuary takes on a freshness and the
reason for the desire on the part of this pastor to make these
changes is achieved. The Tabernacle shines with a new
brilliance and is given proper prominence befitting our
Eucharistic Lord.

We unveiled
the Chapel to
the St. Gerald
School children
on Friday, April
15. We had
Mass at 9:00
a.m. and
conducted a
dedication, a
kind of Litany of Remembrance, walking through all the liturgical
furnishings that make up a church: Baptismal Fonts, Statues
and Art, Altar, Ambo, Choir Area, Tabernacle and offering a
prayer for the kids at each stop.
We had hundreds of hours of donated labor in this project. Here
is list of things I know people helped with: removal of
confessional, building a riser and bench seating for choir,
moving the Ambo, building new wall shelves, cleaning the
wood, patching holes, building frame backgrounds for the
Statues of Mary and Joseph, painting the new exterior doors,
(these really help with School Security) cleaning-repairing and
re-hanging various plaster wall plaques, painting new conduit to
hide it, setting up and taking down scaffolding, various carpentry
fixes as we finished up. We even stripped the top of the altarwhich I began doing with my little vibrating sander only to find
out we had to use a belt sander to clean it up (the varnish was
peeling), then we stained and varnished it.
I don't have a list of the names of all the donated laborers but
want you all to know how grateful I am.

DID YOU KNOW . . . On June 6, 2016, our Pastor,
Fr. Owen Korte, celebrated 35 years as a priest?

DID YOU KNOW . . . We project a balanced budget for the coming fiscal year but we have to keep stoking the fires of

financial stewardship and tithing? It needs to be noted that we are out of debt. We have replenished our savings and we
have some estate money to help with future planning.
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Enjoying the April 30th Ladies Tea are Marie Kambach,
Kathy D'Ercole, Cathie Palensky, Jan Bruening,
and Connie Herman.

7

The 2016 Walk of Pride money raised was $45,014.

Fr. Korte baptizes Nadine Catania during the
March 26th Easter Vigil. (See page 1.)
St. Gerald School First Communion, April 2016

Deacon Lonnie Dinneen blesses the people at the
Corpus Christi Procession on Saturday, May 28th.
Archbishop George Lucas joined us this year.
(More photos at www.StGerald.org)

From Fr. Korte continued from page 2

I feel confident that ‘Family Formation” and “YDisciple” are the
way to go because it helps families be Catholic families in name
and action and challenges us all to be intentional disciples.
“That Man Is You” has brought in many men into a deeper walk
with the Lord and with the sharing of common real life
concerns…these men have found that they can experience a new
found joy in their faith in their role as men, husbands and fathers.
Other groups that have formed like “Women of Grace,” the
“Cenacle” prayer groups, and our continuing efforts at Perpetual
Adoration have helped many to grow spiritually. The Corpus
Christi Procession, the Outdoor Stations, 40 Hours Devotion and
the Missions have been wonderful opportunities for the spiritual
life of our community.

A Personal Message
I have tried to serve you as best I could with my gifts and talents
and I think I am handing over a parish and school of strength,
vitality and vision to the next pastor. I am especially grateful to Fr.
Harrison. As Associate Pastor, he has been a great support to
me by being a sounding board in dealing with difficult pastoral
issues. He has also done a wonderful job making sure our
hospitalized were visited promptly.

Thank you to all the parishioners of St. Gerald who have shared
their time and talent, collaborating with me in leading the parish.
Having both priests transfer at the same time is no reflection on
the parish but it calls for a certain amount of trust and desire to
welcome your new priests with special hospitality and openness
to their leadership.

As an agent of change in our parish I know I have stepped on
toes; I haven’t always been charitable and so I hope I can take
some of those feelings away with me so that the next pastor can
begin fresh with the joys and challenges that are here.

Change is difficult, that goes without saying ... and both Fr.
Harrison and I share that difficulty along with you. But change can
also bring about growth in ways not yet clearly seen, for
individuals and for a parish family.
I will pray for St. Gerald Parish especially over the next several
months and I ask for your prayers as well.
May God Bless You All!
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Lakeview Chapel Renovations.
See page 6.
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St. Gerald Catholic Church
7859 Lakeview St
Ralston, NE 68127-2832

Totus Tuus is a summer religious education experience for youth. REGISTER TODAY!
Students entering grades 1-6 participate in a day program July 18th-22nd from 9 AM to 2:30 PM.
Totus Tuus for Middle and High School students is an evening program July 17-21 from 7:30-9:40 PM.
All activities take place on the Lakeview campus.

TOTUS TUUS

For details, contact Alan Vonnhame, Director of Youth Ministry - 402.331.1955 or alanv@stgerald.org
Information is also available on the parish website www.StGerald.org

ST. GERALD CATHOLIC CHURCH - MASS AND RECONCILIATION SCHEDULE
Mass Times

Chapel - 78th & Lakeview

Church - 96th & Q Street
Saturday 5:00 p.m.

Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m. 12:00 p.m.
Daily 12:15 p.m. (M-F)

Holy Days 6:00 pm (eve), 7:00 a.m., 12:15 p.m.
Church - 96th & Q Street

Monday-Friday 12:00-12:15 p.m.

Daily 8:15 a.m. (M-Sat) Rosary begins at 7:45 a.m.
Holy Days 9:00 a.m. (children's), 7:00 p.m.

Reconciliation Times

Chapel - 78th & Lakeview

First Fridays and Saturdays prior to 8:15 a.m. Mass

For a recording of the Mass times please call 331-1955 ext 21
or check online at www.StGerald.org

✃

Saturday 3:00-4:30 p.m.

Sunday 7:00 a.m.

