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TOM and DIANE STANTON
by Eric Olson, parishioner

Tom Stanton likes to remind people that he’s a lifelong Kansas City Royals fan. When a world championship comes along only once in 30 years, you
can’t help but admire his passion. So a baseball
analogy seems fitting to describe Tom and Diane
Stanton’s role at St. Gerald. They’re the consummate utility players. As the late Yogi Berra might
say, they do a lot of a little bit of everything.

Diane helps prepare meals for the
Siena Francis
House and for funeral luncheons.
She donates quilts
and blankets to the
St. Gerald sewing
group to be distribThe Stantons, who will celebrate their 30th weduted to a variety of
ding anniversary this year, have been parishioners
organizations. She
since 1993. They’re the parents of adult daughters
also has taught
Laura and Becki and grandparents of Landon and
Tom and Diane Stanton
religious educaAva. Tom is news director at KFAB, and Diane is the
tion.
Eastern Nebraska Office on Aging’s program coordiIn her job with ENOA, she is liaison to St. Gerald for
nator for care management.
the Angel Tree each Christmas. She provides a list
Tom is best known around St. Gerald for his work
of items needed by ENOA clients, and parishioners
with the Father William Foster Council of the
donate them as gifts. She also has connected ENOA
Knights of Columbus. He was recorder for seven
clients with the St. Vincent de Paul Society at St.
years and is now the “scribe,” or recorder, for the
Gerald.
Fourth Degree Archbishop Bergan Assembly. Tom
also is Knight's Family Director, which means he’s
“I’m the recipient of the generosity of St. Gerald,”
in charge of organizing the Sweetheart Dinner on
Diane said, “and I’m able to distribute that
Valentine’s Day, the summer picnic and Corporate throughout the community.”
Communions.
Tom and Diane, who met when they were students
“I’ve got brother Knights who refer to us as coat Northwest Missouri State University, grew up in
family directors,” Tom said, looking at Diane.
families that had strong ties to their parishes. Both
“Anyone who knows me knows I’m not organizing of their fathers were Knights. The Stantons enjoy
this by myself. The Knights are all about family and movies and spending time with their grandchildren.
wives, so having her help makes these events a sucDiane goes to Kansas City at least once a month to
cess.”
visit her mother, and she spends much of her spare
Tom works on parking lot security during Masses
time sewing and quilting. Tom said he immerses
and takes two one-week shifts a year with the
himself in sports during his down time. The Huskbuilding security team. He also calls out the numers, Chiefs and, of course, Royals are his favorite
bers during the Poultry Bingo event each Novemteams. “World Series champion,” he says, just in
ber.
case you forgot.

St. Gerald Parish Mission Statement
We are a Catholic faith community devoted to becoming a dynamic center of worship. We challenge
ourselves to lead lives patterned after Jesus. With gratitude we share our faith,
talents, gifts and resources so that more people experience God’s love.
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Some Thoughts on Issues of Our Day
by Rev. Owen Korte, Pastor

The Clergy Conference I attended
in February gave me a chance to
reflect on the gravity of the Supreme Court decision concerning
the definition of marriage. In a
book by the conference speaker,
Dr. Ryan Anderson, you can easily delve into this issue and understand the reasonableness of defining marriage as between one man and one woman. Dr. Ryan
Anderson gave expert testimony to the rational argument for
what we as Catholics believe, not from the biblical or faith perspective, but from the rational. He did not even go into the moral
or ethical issues surrounding the gay lifestyle. Dr. Anderson concentrated on the rational argument. I highly recommend his
book: Truth Overruled. It is excellent and available on Amazon.
In the final analysis, we as Catholics have to mobilize to protect
our freedom to practice our faith on the marriage issue. In regard
to the abortion decision of Roe v Wade the faithful have not just
sat down and done nothing. We have pushed back and have
carved out the freedom to practice our faith: Doctors and nurses
are not forced to provide abortion and Catholic Hospitals have
been able to function without being forced to provide abortion
and abortifacients.

rectly and with intention. The first step is to become educated.
Learn the facts, be open to new information and be skeptical as to
where your information comes from.

Thank You for a Stewardship Parish, by Fr. Korte
I am really so happy when I see so much being accomplished in
our parish. These positive steps will help us move with greater
confidence into the future while always trusting in God for His
ultimate guidance and protection. Here are some high lights:
Funds from the Forging a Future of Faith Campaign allow us this
summer to begin the renovations of the core parts of our heating
and AC issues in the Grade School building.
This summer we will remodel and reconfigure a section of our
Grade School so that we can begin a Pre-K program: St. Gerald
Littlest Cubs.
The Recruitment Committee continues to put the school's best
foot forward in our community. With the help of the Hispanic
outreach coordinator from the Archdiocesan School Office we
hope to welcome many new families into our fold.
Family Formation continues to grow and mature. The program
is in its third year at St. Gerald and the fruit is beginning to really
show: connected families to the faith and parish.

We as Catholic Christians need to do the same thing with the marYDisciple is working for our youth and we have a great set of
riage issue. But the first step is to educate ourselves. Anderson’s
leaders helping to form our kids into Disciples. This will only get
book allows you to hold firm to what you believe and helps you
stronger and bigger as we move forward. A great Confirmation
counter the argument that we are bigoted against gays if we beretreat reflects an effective Confirmation prep program.
lieve as we do. His book helps you to refute the racist argument
which compares our response to gay marriage with interracial
We will be moving towards mandating participation of our K-2
marriage.
Grade School parents in a Family Formation program that is
On another timely topic, an interesting observation was present- geared to them…with the added benefit of strengthening our
ed to the priests on the second day of our conference. We delved school.
into the whole issue of immigration policy. Did you know that
In December we had very a successful Time and Talent renewal
several of the largest and best funded organizations against immiand Stewardship Fair. Several weeks ago you were presented with
gration reform are funded by people who are the biggest Proa professional report on our parish financial health and given an
Choice contributors: Federation for Immigration Reform (FAIR),
opportunity for Financial Stewardship Renewal.
Center for Immigration Studies (CIS), and NumbersUSA. If you
We had a fantastic response to sponsoring a Refugee Family.
want to learn more, type this big address into your web browser
The family of 6 will be arriving this month from Burma and the
and read an article by our own Omar Gutierrez. http://
committee is ready to furnish their apartment, move them in and
www.omargutierrez.com/planned-parenthood-andimmigration-control-what-you-should-know-and-probably-dont/ accompany them for several month.
It is important to know who is behind some of these organizations
and serving on their board of directors. Heavy topics for our Stewardship Newsletter, wouldn’t you say? But we need to take seriously the Stewardship of our Faith. We have to protect the Catholic Faith when it is being attacked. And it is being attacked, di-

Events in St. Gerald School continue to provide life and zeal in
our School Community: Guardian Angel Dinner Auction, Christmas Program, Dad’s and Doughnuts.
It has been a great year….Keep up the good work and see yourself
in each of the above pictures because this is ALL YOUR DOING!!
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By Bonnie Pulte

Pope Francis issued a challenge in Munich, in September of 2015; “Facing the tragedy of tens of thousands of refugees
— fleeing death by war and famine, and journeying towards the hope of life — the Gospel calls, asking of us to be close
to the smallest and forsaken. To give them a concrete hope,” he said. “And not just to tell them: ‘Have courage, be patient!’ ”
Pope Francis has called on “every” parish, religious community, monastery and sanctuary to take in one refugee family
— an appeal that, if honored, would offer shelter to tens of thousands.
Responding to this challenge, Father Korte, Deacon Lonnie Dinneen and a group of St. Gerald parishioners met with
Lutheran Family Services in December to discuss a Co-sponsorship to bring a family from Burma, now known as Myanmar, to the United States. More than 100,000 refugees are confined to camps and are unable to seek work opportunities, education or health services. Some have been in camps for 25 years, many are born in camps.
More than 46,000 refugees from Burma have been resettled to the US since 2003, a number of them to Omaha. Members of our community have shown great compassion by helping to receive and integrate refugees to their new homes.
A committee, led by parishioner Ralph Pulte, was formed to collect items to help furnish the new family’s apartment.
Additionally they committed to meeting the new family at the airport, sharing their first meal and visiting the family at
least once a week for three to six months.
Over two weekends in January the committee was able to collect nearly all the items needed to furnish the family's
new home. This included furniture, kitchen items, cleaning items, bedding, toiletries and miscellaneous items.
The generosity of St. Gerald parishioners has been amazing. The family is scheduled to arrive in the US in mid-March.
As the committee learns more about the number of family members, their ages and sizes clothing donations will be
requested.
The committee looks forward to the next step in the sponsorship process, actually working with the family on a personal level, "giving them concrete hope."

Knights of
Columbus
Sponsor
Boys & Girls
Free Throw
Contest

Knights of Columbus Deputy Grand Knight John Feda and Council Youth Director Bryan Reichmuth
congratulate 2 of the boys free throw contest winners, Ethan Gillespie and David Sullivan.

Deputy Grand Knight John Feda and Council Youth
Director Bryan Reichmuth presents certificates to 2 of
the girls free throw contest winners, Avery Gillespie
and Oliva Adamek.
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quilt was rolled up and given to the Bethlehem House.

The Women’s Community
Service Projects-Giving Back
to the Community By Bonni Pulte
The St. Gerald Women’s Community Service Projects group is
a quiet yet very active group. Under the leadership of Nancy
Lech and Becky Tometich, whose passion to serve the community is contagious, the group's generosity is proven over and
over again by the willingness of all the women to give.
The Community Service Group has been representing St. Gerald parish doing community projects for the last four years.
They meet at the beginning of the year and plan five or six
projects to serve the community. They look both locally and
internationally for on-going needs, an urgent need or even a
scheduled need. They get ideas from other parish members,
family members and through past experiences.
Nancy emails a group of approximately 60 women with the
current project information. About 25 women volunteer on a
regular basis and many of the others volunteer when they can.
The generosity of these women who
offer their time, talent and treasure is
amazing.
The group serves all faiths, people in
all walks of life and people in need
outside our Ralston area. Their goal is
to in some way do what Jesus would
do and follow the example of Pope
Francis.
One of the recent projects was with
Street School in North Omaha. It is a
Women’s Service: Myanmar faith based school serving at-risk
youth through personalized education, life skills training, and a moral code in a Christ-centered
environment. The Street School is not funded by the Omaha
Public Schools system and doesn't have a lunch program. The
women’s group donated food items, money and served lunch
to the kids and staff at the school.
Some projects include a social activity. The ladies' Beat the
Heat project for the Open Door Mission included a pre-party
at St. Gerald’s multi-purpose room. Those who donated water,
fans and sunscreen enjoyed games like Bocce Ball, Ring Toss,
Bingo and Bean Bag Toss and received prizes. A baby shower
was held for Bethlehem House. Using a baby quilt donated by
Jean Thompson the St. Gerald guests played 'Pin it to Your
Interest'. Each woman pinned on the quilt a baby item like
bibs, rattles, baby clothes, etc. At the end of the evening the

One of the bigger projects served a refugee family from Myanmar hosted by the group Restoring Dignity. The family’s apartment was involved in an explosion. They lost everything and
the little boy was burned over 40% of his body. The family
was able to find a small home here in Omaha but due to the
child's risk for infection, the home needed to be very carefully
cleaned. The ladies volunteered to take shifts cleaning the
home. They also donated clothing, furniture, kitchen and other household items.
Other organizations served during 2015 were Catholic Charities Shelter, Adams Park Community Center, Micah House,
Together Omaha, Revolution of Love Day Care, Ronald
McDonald House, Youth Emergency Services Maternity Home,
Eastern Nebraska Office of Aging, JP Lord School, Habitat for
Humanity, Boys and Girls Club, Open Door Mission and the
Haiti Compound Orphanage for kids with Aids received underwear, t-shirts, shorts and monetary support.
The first project for 2016 will be collecting personal care items
and preparing hygiene kits for Veterans Hospital patients.
There is an ongoing need for these as the hospital goes
through large numbers of them.
Other 2016 projects:
April – Backpacks and food for Completely Kids Weekend Hunger Programs.
June – All-Play Miracle League, assisting youth with disabilities
to play softball.
August – Food Bank for the Heartland, collecting vegetables
from parish gardens the third and fourth weeks of the month.
October or November –Donations to a local shelter for winter
needs such as warm clothing
or blankets.
February, 2017 – Children’s
Hospital. Money or gift cards
for prizes for the kids’ Bingo
games and making fun wigs.
The willingness of these ladies to give whatever is needed is a reflection of their spirit of generosity. Each group
served has been welcoming
and grateful. When the women are asked where are they
are from, they love to say
“We are from St. Gerald”.
Women’s Community Service
The response from all over
the city is that of amazement Hats
that these women care
enough to give so much to the community.
If you would like to join the St. Gerald Women's Service group
contact Nancy at nlech@cox.net.
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Kitchen Cleaning

Over the last several months, a group of volunteers coordinated by Jean Thompson (yes, she is
under there) cleaned the kitchen at 96th & Q. Over 75 hours were spent getting the appliances,
ovens, cupboards (including inside), counters and floor cleaned from the grime and grease buildup from the many years of use by parish groups. The work was slow and time consuming, but with
patience and lots of "elbow grease" the job was accomplished.
With regular maintenance, it is hoped that we can stay ahead of any major cleaning.
Cleaning signs have been placed in the kitchen as reminders of what is expected when groups and
organizations use the kitchen for a function or event. Your help and cooperation will be greatly
appreciated.
If you have any questions/comments/suggestions, please contact Jean Thompson (402) 331-7524
or jmthompson59@cox.net.

Clergy honored at the annual Knights of Columbus
Clergy Appreciation Dinner on February 18.
Left to right: Deacon Steve & Angie Luna, Deacon Lonnie & Mary
Dinneen, Deacon George & Deb Butterfield, Deacon Doug & Carol
Marsh, Fr. Owen Korte, Sr. Michelle Faltus & Fr. Patrick Harrison.
Not pictured: Deacon Ray & Sue Lukowski

Run for the Roses-Angel Auction 2016
Dennis and Katie Rinkol dressed for
Run for the Roses

Fr. Korte & Dave Fowler hang cables
for lights for the Auction

Run for the Roses volunteers. Chairs were Nancy & Mike
Courtney; Jeff & Carri Siedlik; Jeff & Tiffanie Wright
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YDisciple-Launching Young Disciples
By Anne Dwyer, Parishioner

YDisciples Bowling

school participants. According to Crystalynn Garnatz, YD mentor,
“this
helped
break
down barriers by
bringing
This group is run by Alan Vonnahme, with help from many adult
kids toleaders, both young and “wise”. The YDisciple program was introgether
duced by the Archdiocese as a new approach to youth ministry.
with comThe purpose is to reach out to young people to own their faith
mon valand draw their life closer to Christ. They hope to achieve this by
ues”. She also felt
dividing them into small groups, ranging from 7th – 12th grade.
they could share advice from different life experiences and they
Each group meets separately either in a home environment, or a
were able to pull together when one of them had a problem.
small room at the church. This provides a more intimate gathering so they can feel comfortable Alan feels he is lucky to have a group of leaders who mirror the
about exploring and deepimage of Christ. As the youths start their lives independent of
ening their faith. YDisciple their parents, he hopes this program encourages them to become
also include service and
people of service in a society where it is all about 'me'. He feels
social activities, such as a
this program will help them grow and develop personal relationtrip to Bethlehem House,
ships with Jesus and encounter Christ in a deeper and more
leaf raking fundraiser and
meaningful way.
some Frisbee golf at SeyAccording to Vici Hegarty, YD mentor, the biggest benefit is to
mour Park.
encourage the youths “to have Jesus in their life and not be afraid
Mentors go through the
to show it”. Her wish is to “have Jesus be number one in our life
YDisciple Leader training
and put Him in our front pocket and wear it proudly”.
and diocesan Safe EnvironThe YDisciple program is in its infancy, but is off to a solid start.
ment training. Registration
The video studies, engaging discussions, and the companionship
links for YDisciple.org are
built among friends combine to create an ideal environment for
sent to parents and menour youth to take ownership of their faith. The program has
tors. This allows them acplanted the seeds with hope it will produce genuine lasting fruit
cess to the YDisciple proand a great harvest in their lives.
gram materials and videos. The
videos cover a wide array of topics, including “What does it mean
to be happy?” and “What does a successful person look like?” and
Living Nativity: 8th Grade students with Confirmation
“What do you hope for the future and how do you get there?”
Director Alan Vonnahme and parent Dan Buck
and “How do the sacraments enter into this?” The video based
series is very autonomous and they encourage the mentors to
engage the kids in developing their own program through their
video choices.
When asked how he would like to see the YDisciple program develop, Dan Buck, a YDisciple mentor, replied “I would like to see it
remain cohesive, stay on schedule where people are used to coming”. He described it as “a discipleship program – trying to teach
them what that means to be a disciple of Christ and how to live
their life in such a way that you continue to serve Jesus and serve
the Church”. He thought the speakers on videos were enthusiastic and the program gave the youths a pack to run with that had
the same values.
St. Gerald's YDisciple programs includes both public and Catholic

YDisciples Making Pizza

A group of about 40 youths and adult leaders gathered at Mockingbird Lanes to enjoy an afternoon of bowling, followed by a
“make your own pizza “party. The tumbling pins were followed
by groans and cheers, with everyone enjoying their afternoon of
fun. What seemed like a typical youth party was actually a gathering of the newly formed “YDisciple’ group from Saint Gerald.
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St. Gerald School’s new Pre-Kindergarten beginning the fall of
2016-17 can be summed up in one word: Excitement.

several years’ experience including teaching first grade and
kindergarten and substitute teaching grades K-12.

“I’m very excited about the future of St. Gerald School,” said
Principal Michaela Goerke. “I think adding the pre-kindergarten
will add another dimension to the success of continuing our excellent education program.”

“I’m so excited to get started,” Shepoka said. “I know pre-school
will be a wonderful addition to the school. I can’t
wait!”

There has been interest in starting a pre-school for several years,
but space and finances kept it from becoming a reality until this
year. Goerke said, “I thought that not offering any pre-K was
affecting enrollment. Our kindergarten class was very small and
it was a concern, so we started brainstorming ways to offer preK,” she said.

Classes will be offered
Monday through Friday in
two sessions for 12 students per session. Morning
class will be from 7:50 a.m.
to 11 a.m. and the afternoon session will be held
The Archdiocese of Omaha Ignite the Faith Campaign offered
from 11:50 a.m. to 3 p.m.
grants for any program that was added to increase enrollment.
for students 4-5 years of
With the award of the grant St. Gerald will be able to cover renoage. Students must be age
vation costs as well as all supplies and furnishings. Tuition will
4 by July 31, 2016. Cost is
cover the cost of the teacher and an assistant.
$185 a month with a $50
The new Pre-K space will occupy the former Resource Room and non-refundable deposit.
part of the library. A portion of the workroom adjacent to the
Remodeling will begin in
Resource Room provides plumbing availability for a student
Jen Shepoka
May after school is disbathroom.
missed for the 2015-16
Jen Shepoka, a parishioner and mother of four St. Gerald stuschool year.
dents – has been hired as the Pre-K teacher and welcomed poFor more information, contact Mrs. Michaela Goerke, St. Gertential students at the school’s Jan. 24 open house. Shepoka, has
ald Principal, at 302-331-4223 or mgoerke@stgerald.org.
a bachelor’s degree with an early childhood endorsement, as
well as a master’s degree in elementary education. She brings
Scholarship Recipients

Mrs. Treinen’s First Grade

The Pancake Man flips pancakes during
the Open House to kick off CSW.

Aaron Fowler, Ashlee Fettin,
Anne Steinbach, Sophie Harvat,
Madeline Thompson, Sean McElmeel
In St. Gerald School Play,
“Bah Humbug”

2016 High School Scholarships Awarded
Gross High: Collin Almgren, Molly Mendick
Creighton Prep: Nate Kielian
Mercy High: Madeline Riesberg, Alex Reed, Zoie
Malesker, Anna Sommers
Marian High: Olivia Sullivan
Congratulations to the scholarship recipients, Zoie
Malesker and Madeline Riesberg. Of all the students who took the Mercy test, Zoie and Madeline
scored the two highest scores.
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St. Gerald Catholic Church Holy Week Schedule
Palm Sunday, March 20: Indoor procession at 5pm and 10:30am Mass, Outdoor procession
at 10:30am Mass if weather permits.
Sat. 5:00pm, Sun. 7:30am, 9:00am, 10:30am, Noon - Church, 96th & Q
Sun. 7:00am - Chapel, 78th & Lakeview St.
Holy Thursday, March 24:

7:00pm Mass - Church, 96th & Q

Good Friday, March 25:

Noon Outdoor Ecumenical Stations - 78th & Lakeview St.
7:00pm Service - Church, 96th & Q

Holy Saturday, March 26:

8:30pm Vigil - Church, 96th & Q

Easter, March 27:

7:00am Mas - Chapel, 78th & Lakeview St.
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:30am & Noon - Church, 96th & Q

Reconciliation
Church - 96th & Q

6:00-7:00pm Fridays of Lent, except Good Friday
2:30-4:30pm Saturday, March 19
7:00pm PARISH PENANCE SERVICE, Sunday, March 20
10:00am-Noon Monday, March 21
7:00-9:00pm Tuesday, March 22
10:00am-Noon Wednesday, March 23

Chapel - 78th & Lakeview

7:00-8:30pm Wednesday, March 23
Visit our website at www.stgerald.org

