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PARISHIONER FRANK CENTARRI

... his favorite duty as an usher is asking a
family to take the gifts to the altar. 

Most enthusiastically accept the invitation, 
which makes Frank smile because 

he considers the task a great honor.

† † †
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Interaction with fellow parishioners 
is one of the rewards of service
By Eric Olson, Parishioner

If you’re a St. Gerald parishioner, you probably know Frank Centarri.  He’s the
jovial fellow who might greet you at the church door with, “How’s my favorite
parishioner?” Then he’ll smile and say, “Could you get out of the way? He’s just
coming in behind you.” Frank’s also the guy who, with that same wide grin, will
teasingly say, “Thank you for leaving,” after Mass.

St. Gerald’s heckler-in-chief has worn a good many hats in the 36 years since
he and wife Vicky joined the parish.  Frank is the head usher, and he helps with
parking lot security.  A member of the Knights of Columbus for more than 20
years, he’s a fixture at fish fries. Until recent months he also was in charge of
making the evening rounds to check on the main church, Lakeview chapel, and
school.

“It doesn’t cost you anything to smile.
The interaction with fellow parishioners is one of the rewards Frank has

reaped from his service to the parish. “You have to have fun. Enjoy life,” he said.
“It doesn’t cost you anything to smile. You give them a smile, and you may help
somebody’s day out.”

Frank said his favorite duty as an usher is asking a family to take the gifts to
the altar. Most enthusiastically accept the invitation, which makes Frank smile
because he considers the task a great honor. I would like to see people come up
and volunteer to usher or to take the gifts up,” he said. “Get involved with the
church. Don’t sit in the back row and bide your time.”

Checking the locks and lights on the parish property was a seven-day-a-week
job for Frank, but he never considered it a burden. He lives a few blocks from the
Q Street church and could make the rounds and be back home in 45 minutes.
“I could say the rosary while I was going from place to place, and it was a peaceful
time to reflect,” he said.

Frank served in the Navy in Vietnam and has worked for AmeriPride Linen
since 1970. Vicky is a nurse at Creighton University Medical Center. Their grown
children, Angela and Tom, attended St. Gerald School and remain parishioners.

Frank’s service has been a pleasure ...
Family and church are Frank’s top priorities, he said. He also is an avid

Nebraska football fan. He calls his wife “a saint”.  “She’s there to back me up in what
I do – and keep me out of the dog house,” he said.

Frank’s service has been a pleasure, not just for him but also to all
parishioners – even those on the receiving end of his good-natured ribbing.  “I
enjoy St. Gerald, I enjoy the people,” he said. “Hopefully, the people enjoy me. †

Parishioners crowded the Fellowship Hall after
Masses on Palm Sunday weekend to purchase
delicious baked goods at bargain prices.  The sale
was held to help the Funeral Lunch Committee
provide meals for grieving families at no cost to
them.  The final Holiday Boutique, which
donated proceeds for many years to support this
fund, was held last Fall. If you can help prepare
or serve food during these luncheons, contact
Bonnie McDowall 331-7968.

Lots of Goodies!
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“St. John tells the story 

about Jesus washing 
the feet of the apostles. 

He said: 
‘What I have done 
so you must do’.”

The Pillars of Parish Stewardship

From the foundation four pillars arise:

HOSPITALITY “When I was a stranger, you welcomed me.” We welcome each other and the newcomer.

PRAYER “Thy will be done.” The faithful steward must pray daily, especially prayers of gratitude.

FORMATION Educating the mind and forming the heart are necessary steps in the steward’s growth.

SERVICE There will always be needs in this world. Even if there were no needs, however, we still have a need to give. 
God created us with this need to give. “It is in giving that we receive.”

Pillar opportunities:

HOSPITALITY Funeral Lunch. Prepare salads or dessert, or serve the lunch. Call Bonnie McDowall 331-7968.

PRAYER Vocation Committee. Take the Vocation cross home for a week and pray for vocations.                                 
Call Deacon Tom Valasek 339-6897 or the Parish Business Office, 331-1955.

FORMATION Volunteers needed for Vacation Bible School, call Michala Jacobson, 891-0745.  
Parish Library, volunteer to assist after weekend Masses.  Call Cheryl Bridges, 592-0170.

SERVICE Junior High Summer Service, call Kathy Kensinger for more information about Youth Serve, 331-1955. 
Elections are upcoming for Parish Pastoral Council.  Call the Parish Business Office, 331-1955.

In a Stewardship Parish Jesus Christ is the Foundation. 
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The Last Supper — A Call to Serve
By Rev. Gary Ostrander, Pastor

Holy Communion is really stewardship in action. 

Not that many weeks ago we celebrated Holy Thursday, the day Christ gave us the gift of himself
in the Eucharist. The Eucharist is at the heart of our faith. Throughout the history of the Catholic
Church we have believed that the Eucharist is really and truly the body and blood of Christ. This is
Christ himself.  Heaven is all about being with Christ for all eternity, but should we not want to be with
Christ NOW?

I once heard a story of a person who was not Catholic. He said, “If I really believed that Holy
Communion was really the body and blood of Christ, there would be nothing that would keep me
from coming to Mass.”  

Remember what Jesus said: “Whoever eats my body and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I
will raise him on the last day.” (John 6:54). Holy Communion is about life with Christ now and
Christ for all eternity. Is there anything more important than that?

An unusual thing about St. John’s Gospel is his telling of the Last Supper. In the sixth chapter,
St. John has already given us the theology of the Eucharist by giving us the story of what happens to
a person who receives the Lord in Holy Communion. “Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood
remains in me and I in Him.” (John 6:56)  

By the time the Gospel was written (90 AD), the Eucharist was already part of the Church’s life,
so in chapter 13, the Last Supper account, St. John tells the story about Jesus washing the feet of the
apostles.  He said: “What I have done so you must do”. To receive Christ in Holy Communion means
to live with Christ’s life. And what does that mean? It means to give of oneself in service to others.  Holy
Communion is really stewardship in action. †
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PARISHIONER ERIKA HANSON

Acting on her Pro Life Beliefs
By Marge Peterson, Parishioner

Like many Catholics, Erika Hanson doesn’t just talk the talk in her
pro-life advocacy; she walks the walk, too, especially with her work for the
Women’s Care Center of the Heartland.

The center, the only Catholic residential maternity home in the area,
offers a nurturing safe environment for women who find themselves in an
unplanned pregnancy and have no visible means of support. The women, 19
years of age and older, can stay throughout their pregnancy and for six
weeks after the birth of their child. Women of any or no faith are welcome
as long as they respect the traditions of the donors who made this home
possible.

The newly renovated home, formerly the convent for the Sisters of
Mercy serving St. Patrick’s Church, has 12 private bedrooms with a sink,
community bathroom, and family style meals. The center’s educational
program includes information on the development of the baby, parenting
skills, and the adoption option.

A Special Place in her Heart  
Erika became interested in the center when she worked for the

Archdiocese of Omaha. She thought her experience in fund raising and
event planning might help the growing center, which opened its doors
January 21, 2005.

“Looking back it was really the first time I had an opportunity to be on
the front line of the pro-life movement.” Since then Erika has worked on
several projects promoting the house through fund raising and group talks.
She and her husband, Chris, helped organize a dinner in 2007 that raised
$20,000 for the maternity center.

The pro-life movement has always held a special place in Erika’s heart.
“My mom was pregnant with me when Roe v Wade became the law of the
land,” Erica said. “I’m so grateful that my parents were pro-life. That’s why
I’m not a statistic,” she added.

The scope of abortion is incredible.  Erika shared
that "one in four pregnancies in our country end in
abortion.  Since my birth in 1973 there have been nearly
50 million babies killed by abortion."  

The Women’s Care Center of the Heartland continues
to make an impact on abortion one person at a time.  In the
four years it has been open, the center has helped dozens of
women and saved nearly 100 babies.

Erika is a member of the Adult Education Committee
and a sacristan. She and her husband, Chris, have been a
deacon couple since 2004. They have been members of St.
Gerald Parish for 15 years. †

For more information on the
Women’s Care Center of the Heartland, 

call (402) 502-9224 or visit www.womenscch.org

Erika Hanson doesn’t just talk the talk 
in her pro-life advocacy; 

she walks the walk

St. Gerald 
2009 Religious
Ed (CCD) First
Communicants
prepare for their
special day.
38 students 
received the 
Eucharist for
the first time
on Sunday, 
April 19, 2009.
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By Sherry Wachtler, Parishioner

When 12 people were confirmed in the Catholic Faith at St. Gerald’s Easter
Vigil on Holy Saturday, Bonnie McDowall grinned from ear to ear.  Bonnie is the
glue that holds the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) program together,
a volunteer position she’s held for 15 years.  For her, it’s all part of God’s plan.

“I feel like it’s what God wants me to do,” she said. “plus I like doing it.”

New Catholics entering the Church this Easter brought the total to about 300
who have been guided through the RCIA program at St. Gerald since Bonnie began
helping in 1993. For Bonnie, it’s like having 300 children. “They’re my kids, you
know, no matter what age they are,” she said, and each class becomes very close.
“Every year we become our own little RCIA family.” 

Bonnie and her husband Bill have been parishioners for 39 years and married
for 45 years, raising six children. 

After Bonnie retired from helping at Bill’s restaurant, Father Larry
Dorsey recruited her to help with RCIA.  She continued helping each
pastor since then, Fr. Fitzgerald, Fr Weisbecker, and Fr. Gary Ostrander. 

Each year, the RCIA journey begins in September and continues
weekly through Holy Week. “Bonnie is the ‘executive secretary’ for
RCIA,” said Father Gary Ostrander. “Deacon Chris (Hanson) and I do
the teaching, and she does everything else that is involved with the
program. It takes a huge burden off my shoulders. I know that everything will
be done, on time and correctly.” RCIA culminates with the Inquirers joining the
Church at the Easter Vigil and celebrating with a Mystagogia Mass and potluck
dinner the Tuesday after Easter.

In 2000, there were 50 Inquirers. Bonnie needed 50 mentors, a vital part of the
RCIA process. With Bonnie’s diligence, inquirers and mentors were all present and
ready for the first meeting. During the year, she also organizes the trip to the Cathedral
for the Rite of Election, the Christmas potluck, and of course the climax, the Easter
Vigil ceremony. 

“I am very blessed
to have Bonnie serve
such an important
part of RCIA,” said
Father Gary. †

To learn more about
RCIA classes, 
call the Parish

Business Office,
331-1955.

Parishioner Bonnie McDowall:
the Glue that Holds the St. Gerald RCIA Program Together

A.
Bonnie McDowall prepares 
for the next RCIA session one January
morning in the Fellowship Hall.

B.
The wonderfully talented 
St. Gerald choir members prepare to join the
entrance procession at the Easter Vigil.

A

B
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C. 
New Catholics, Fr. Gary (far right, back row) Deacons Doug Marsh and Chris Hanson (back row, far left)
pose as family and friends take their picture after the 2009 Easter Vigil.  

D. 
Bonnie (far right) makes sure RCIA candidates, mentors, and sponsors each have candles lit with the flame
from the new Easter candle and are ready to join the entrance procession.

E.
Fr. Gary baptizes one of the candidates during the Easter Vigil.  Deacon Chris Hanson and Bonnie look on.
Three adults received the Sacrament of Baptism that night.

F.
Fr. Gary anoints a candidate at the
Easter Vigil during the Sacrament 
of Confirmation. Twelve adults were
confirmed that night.

G.
A newly confirmed Catholic makes
her First Communion.  Twelve adults
received the Eucharist for the first
time that night.

C

D
E

F G
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By Eric Olson, Parishioner

Father Perry Robinson’s move to Omaha was
unplanned.  “The people here at St. Gerald are
wonderful, and they’ve been so good for me,” Father
Perry said. “I wouldn’t change anything.”

From Teacher to Parish Priest

Father Perry Robinson had been a teacher at a
Milwaukee high school when he came to Omaha in
1988 for a training session in Clinical Pastoral
Education. He didn’t plan to stay 20 years and
counting, but he’s glad it has worked out that way.

Clinical Pastoral Education is the ministering to
people in crisis. A St. Gerald parishioner was also
receiving the training.  Father Larry Dorsey was St.
Gerald pastor at the time and met Father Perry
through the parishioner.  Father Dorsey asked Father
Perry if he would be interested in helping out at the
growing parish by saying weekend Masses. Before
coming to Omaha, Father Perry had never served as a
parish priest.  He said he sensed that it was something
he should do.

A member of the Society of Jesus, Father Perry took up
residence at Creighton University, where he served as
chaplain for the School of Nursing, and became a weekend
fixture at St. Gerald. He started to serve St. Gerald fulltime when he
was named Associate Pastor in May 2002.

... Father Perry knew as a teen 
that the life of a Jesuit, and then a priest,

would be a good fit for him.
Father Perry was born in Sioux City, Iowa, and spent most of his

childhood in Mankato, Minn. The oldest of five children, his father was
a car dealer. No one in his family had chosen a religious vocation, but
Father Perry knew as a teen that the life of a Jesuit, and then a priest,
would be a good fit for him.

His inspiration came from attending a Jesuit high school, where
the brothers and priests had a profound impact on him.

“I was very impressed,” he said. “I enjoyed the idea of being with
a group of people who were like-minded in their thinking and
philosophies and values. When I graduated from high school, I became
a Jesuit.”

Preparing for the final CCD Mass of 2009
at the Lakeview Chapel, Fr. Perry Robinson, SJ, 

St. Gerald’s Associate Pastor, poses for the camera.

Getting to know ... Father Perry Robinson, SJ
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Latin, Theology, and Violets!

Father Perry studied theology and philosophy, as required,
and then spent 17 years teaching sophomore Latin and
freshman theology at Marquette High School in Milwaukee.
He was ordained in 1972.

In his leisure time, Father Perry enjoys reading novels and
tending to the flower garden in his backyard. He is a past
president of the Omaha African Violet and Gesneriad Society.
Father Perry also looks forward to attending Creighton basketball
games and spending Wednesday evenings with fellow Jesuits, “my
support group,” he calls them. †

You can always get up-to-date information at www.stgerald.org
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“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another 
as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” 
1 Peter 4:10

How do we recognize a steward? A good steward uses all of life’s resources
responsibly and respectfully for the betterment of others.  Stewards give
generously of time, talent, and treasure at home, work, church, and the
community at large.

A Christian steward, however, has a larger calling. As a Christian steward
we are called to “receive God’s gifts gratefully, use them responsibly, share
them lovingly with others, and return our gifts to the Lord.” Christian
stewardship is a way of life that recognizes God’s abundance, trusts in God’s
love, and responds by returning those gifts in every facet of life. 

Colleen Smith writes in Catholic Stewardship: Sharing God’s Gifts,

“Stewardship is a complete lifestyle, a life of total accountability and
responsibility acknowledging God as
Creator and Owner of all. It enhances our
relationships with God and one another.
Stewardship is living out a commitment to
be Christ-centered rather than self-centered,
and it involves a conversion of the heart.
Stewardship is a lifelong journey with each
person at a different place on the path.” †

STEWARDSHIP, RECOGNIZING GOD’S GIFTS

That’s Stewardship!

K. Kensinger

For further information see the document, 
Stewardship, a Disciples Response, United States

Conference of Catholic Bishops.

Another Point of View! 
By Kathy Kensinger, 

Youth and Young Adult Minister

Sharing our Faith

Did You Know...
This spring many parishioners, children and
adults alike, received sacraments for the first
time.  Here’s a summary of some of those:

March 29,2009 
St. Gerald School 
First Communion - 44 students

April 19, 2009 
Religious Ed (CCD) 
First Communion - 38 students

March 29, 2009
RCIC First Communion - 4 students

April 11, 2009
RCIA Baptisms - 3 adults
RCIA Confirmation - 12 adults

April 26, 2009
St. Gerald School & Religious Ed
Confirmation - 81 students

April 26, 2009
Confirmation - 6 adults
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Weekend Masses

Saturday 5:00 p.m. Church, 96th & Q

Sunday 7:00 a.m. Chapel, 78th & Lakeview

7:30 a.m. Church, 96th & Q

9:00 a.m. Church, 96th & Q

10:30 a.m. Church, 96th & Q

12:00 p.m. Church, 96th & Q

Weekday Masses

8:15 a.m. Chapel, 78th & Lakeview

5:30 p.m. Church, 96th & Q

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
Saturday 3:30 – 4:45 p.m., Church, 96th & Q

Anytime by appointment

Ascension Thursday

Wednesday May 20 

6:00 p.m. Church, 96th & Q

Thursday, May 21

7:00, 8:15, & 10:00 a.m.* Chapel, 78th & Lakeview

12:15, 7:00 p.m. Church, 96th & Q

*Final All-School Mass

Memorial Day

Monday, May 25

9:00 a.m. Church, 96th & Q

July 4th

Saturday - regular weekend schedule

ST. GERALD PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

We as St. Gerald’s Catholic Parish are a Eucharistic community who will help each other to be good and faithful stewards of God’s love.  
With the help of the Holy Spirit, we will accomplish this through prayer, worship, education, and service.

FOR THE VISION AND IDENTITY STATEMENTS, AND UPDATES ON ANY ACTIVITIES GO TO THE BOTTOM OF THE HOME PAGE AT

www.stgerald.org

ST. GERALD PARISH MASS AND RECONCILIATION SCHEDULE, MAY 1 THROUGH JULY 31, 2009

Among the many beautiful
reminders of why we are
Catholic, the anointing of
RCIA candidates 
during the Sacrament of 
Confimation at the Easter
Vigil, recalls our own 
commitment to our 
Catholic Faith.
See pages 4 & 5
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