March 7, 2010
Third Sunday of Lent

Third Sunday of Lent
The first reading
is the story of
Moses at the
burning bush.
Pope Benedict
once said that the
burning bush was
the cross of Cal-
vary. That seems
like a non
sensical statement. The burning
bush was the place that God re-
vealed who He was to Moses. The
cross on Calvary reveals also who
God is- a God of unconditional
and infinite love.

Readings for the Week
Week of March 7, 2010
Sun:Ex 3:1-8a, 1315

1 Cor 10:16, 1012

Lk 13:1-9
Mon: 2 Kgs 5:115b/Lk 4:2430
Tues:Dn 3:25, 3443/Mt 18:2135
Wed:Dt 4:1, 59/Mt 5:1719
Thurs: Jer 7:2328/Lk 11:1423
Fri: Hos 14:210/Mk 12:2834
Sat:Hos 6:16/Lk 18:914
Sun:Jos 5:9a, 142

2 Cor5:1721

Lk 15:1-3, 11-32

Retiring the Debt

Praise the Lord. We are getting ever closer to paying off the parish
debt. Three things have contributed greatly.
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contributed $259,000. Thank you for your generosity. Also a big thanks
to all those who have extended their building fund pledges.
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money has been applied to the debt. As | noted in earlier bulletin arti-
cles, come April of this year our debt will be down to $530,000.

The Finance Board has decided tssgotiate our loan with First
State Bank at a lower interest rate. With some of the monies we have ot
hand, we will make a lump payment of $234,000. This will immediately
reduce our balance and save tigreof interest money. (We will retain
enough money in the building fund account to make loan payments
through the month of November.)

What all of this means is that by November of this year, we will have
a balance of $252,434 on our debt. The end is in sight. The Finance
Board has decided to make another appeal at that time. Hopefully that
will be the last.

With your generous response we will be able to pay off this final
amount. | have been at St. Gerald for twelve years. When | came there
was a huge debt on the new church. We added to that debt with an add
tion to the school. What a wonderful blessing that has been to our
Catholic School and to the children in the Religious Education program.

The total of those two debts had been $6.8 million. What a tribute to
your generosity. | hope that come this December with another generous
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