
DAY OF PRAYER & PENANCE 
 January 22 is the anniversary of the Supreme Court decision to legalize abor-
tion. The Church has named this a day of prayer and penance. We are called to 
�S�U�D�\���I�R�U���D���F�K�D�Q�J�H���L�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���K�H�D�U�W�V���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���W�D�N�L�Q�J���R�I���L�Q�Q�R�F�H�Q�W���O�L�Y�H�V���� 
 The other day, I saw a news commentator relating a story of a young woman 
who had been killed, tossed in a dumpster and then set on fire. He was out-
raged that you could just kill a person and throw them in a garbage can. When 
I heard that I immediately thought about innocent children who are murdered 

and tossed into garbage cans.  
 But when it comes to an abortion there is 
no outrage. So many in our society accept abor-
tion because a child is not defined as a person. 
Some accept abortion in our society because they 
�G�R�Q�¶�W���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���L�P�S�R�V�H���W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V���Y�D�O�X�H�V��
on others. But protecting the rights of an unborn 
person is not about religion but about being a hu-
man being. If our government restricts cell phone 
�X�V�H���Z�K�L�O�H���G�U�L�Y�L�Q�J�����L�W�¶�V���D�O�O���D�E�R�X�W���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Q�J���K�X�P�D�Q��
life. How about protecting unborn life? 
 Some in our society believe an unborn 
child is a human person but is not as important as 
�W�K�H���P�R�W�K�H�U�¶�V���F�K�R�L�F�H�����:�K�H�Q���\�R�X���V�W�D�U�W���U�D�W�L�Q�J����
which human beings are more valuable than oth-

ers, you get into very dangerous waters.  
 Who has a right to live? The answer to that question would be answered by 
those in charge, those in power. I think many people are scared by government 
health care because choices will have to be made about the health care people 
receive. People are scared of arbitrary decisions based on dollars and cents and 
the worthiness of the patient. This fear is what happens when the value of life 
becomes a decision by another. 
 �2�X�U���&�D�W�K�R�O�L�F���I�D�L�W�K���K�D�V���D���³�V�H�D�P�O�H�V�V���J�D�U�P�H�Q�W�����W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���O�L�I�H�����$�O�O���O�L�I�H���L�V���V�D�F�U�H�G�����$��
�S�U�L�F�H���W�D�J���R�I���Z�R�U�W�K�L�Q�H�V�V���L�V���Q�R�W���S�O�D�F�H�G���X�S�R�Q���D�Q�\�R�Q�H�����,�W�¶�V���M�X�V�W���Q�R�W���W�K�H���X�Q�E�R�U�Q�����E�X�W��
also the elderly, the handicapped, the mentally ill, the terminally ill, even the 
criminal. When a society can treat with great dignity its weakest members then 
it will be a society that will grow in peace and justice. We need to pray that our 
society, so dominated by a culture of death, will become a culture of life. 

Second Sunday in 
Ordinary Time  
   One of the most 
beautiful parts of the 
story of the wedding 
at Cana is not the 
miraculous changing 

of water to wine. The words of 
Mary are so wonderful. They 
speak to us. They tell us how we 
�D�U�H���W�R���O�L�Y�H�����0�D�U�\���V�D�L�G�����³�'�R���Z�K�D�W��
�H�Y�H�U���K�H���W�H�O�O�V���\�R�X���´���0�D�U�\���D�O�Z�D�\�V��
points away from herself to Jesus. 
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Readings for the Week 
Week of January 17, 2010 
Sun: Is 62:1-5/1 Cor 12:4-11 
 Jn 2:1-11 
Mon: 1 Sm 15:16-23/Mk 2:18-22 
Tues: 1 Sm 16:1-13/Mk 2:23-28 
Wed: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51
 Mk 3:1-6 
Thurs: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7 
 Mk 3:7-12 
Fri: 1 Sm 24:3-21/Mk 3:13-19 
Sat: 2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27/
 Mk 3:20-21  
Sun: Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10 
 1 Cor 12:12-30 or 12:12-
 14, 27 
 Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21  


