January 10, 2010
The Baptism of the Lord

Baptism of
the Lord
Often after |
baptize in-
fants, | tell
the family
that they

WEL cOMBHOME

We all have loved ones who have given up the practice of the faith.
We all grieve over these situations and worry about the spiritual well
being of our loved ones. What can we do? We know that nagging only
makes things worse. We know that prayer and good example is all that
is left for us. When it comes right down to it, each person has to make

GLG QW V Hthat decision for themselves. And that decision, even though it involves

much- just a
little water

being poured on the head. And yet
we believe that what just happened
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baptism, the sky was ripped apart,

the Holy Spirit came on this child

and God said you are my beloved

daughter (son). With faith we
know all this happened.

Readings for the Week
Week of January 10, 2010
Sun:ls 42:34, 67 or 40:15, 911/
Acts 10:3438 or Ti 2:1114; 3:47/
Lk 3:15-16, 2122
Mon: 1 Sm 1:128/Mk 1:1420
Tues:1 Sm 1:920/Mk 1:2128
Wed:1 Sm 3:110, 1920

Mk 1:29-39
Thurs:1 Sm 4:111/Mk 1:4045
Fri: 1 Sm 8:47, 1622a/Mk 2:112
Sat:1 Sm 9:14, 1719; 10:1a

Mk 2:13-17
Sun:ls 62:325/1 Cor 12:411

Jn 2:111

the mind, ultimately involves the heart.
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Mass). Some have been hurt, some have been scandalized, some are i
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true, these folks are always welcome), some believe in cultural relativ-
ism (any religion is as good as another), some believe in radical indi-
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tions), some never were given a solid foundation in the faith, some
never fell in love with the Lord and His Presence in the Eucharist, and
of course some are lazy in their faith practice. There are probably many
more reasons.

How we pray that all would return to the faith. How that would
change our families and even our nation.

During this Christmas season, the church has been running television
and radio spots encouraging people to return to their faith practice
Welcome HomeWhat can you and | do? We can encourage people to
see these spots. We can encourage them to come to church. We can be
friendly and inviting to all we see in church (they just might be a return-
ing Catholic).

Deacon Ray Lukowski will offer a returning Catholic program during
the season of Lent for those who desire the structure to work through
some things before they return. For others, the simplest way is just go-
ing to confession and start receiving the sacraments again.

Welcome Home




