
JOHN THE BAPTIST 
  
 Advent is a religious season. Our secular culture certainly does not 
celebrate Advent. Secular culture does not call people into introspection. 
It does not call people to reflect upon their spiritual lives and the deep 
longings they have for something beyond what this world offers. 
 Advent as it is celebrated in church tries to draw us from the hustle 
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Advent requires real spiritual preparation to have a deep longing for 
Christ. Things probably need to change in our souls to celebrate the 
birth of Christ within us. 
 The church gives us the person of John the Baptist to do that. As John 
did during his life so he does to us now. And what did he do? He called 
people to repentance. He called people to make changes in their heart 
and soul and to make changes in their external behavior. His general call 
was to repentance. He called people to change their lives so that they 
could recognize and then welcome the Messiah. His general call to re-
pentance was then individualized for people. His advice to the Scribes 
and Pharisees was different for that of the soldier or even the tax collec-
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to be cleansed for us to welcome Jesus? 
 Every year, we have a parish penance service and lots of confession 
times so that we can be spiritually cleansed of all the junk that prevents 
us from having an open heart that is eager to receive Christ. What has to 
die in us that Christ can live in us? Come to confession before Christ-
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really be prepared for Christmas. 
 
 The confession schedule can be found on the next page. 
  

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
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wards to the time of the visitation of 
Mary to Elizabeth. Even in the 
womb, John the Baptist recognized 
the presence of the Lord in the womb 
of Mary. Are we capable of recog-
nizing Jesus in the faces of our fam-
ily and even the stranger. 

December 20, 2009 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
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Readings for the Week 
December 20, 2009 
Sun:  Zep 3:14-18a/Phil 4:4-7 
 Lk 3:10-18 
Mon: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a 
 Mt 21:23-27 
Tues: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Mt 21:28-32 
Wed: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21b-25 
 Lk 7:18b-23 
Thurs:Gn 49:2, 8-10/Mt 1:1-17 
Fri: Jer 23:5-8/Mt 1:18-25 
Sat: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Lk 1:5-25 
Sun: Mi 5:1-4a/Heb 10:5-10 
 Lk 1:39-45 


