December 13, 2009
Third Sunday of Advent

Third Sunday of Advent

John the Baptist was preparing the
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types of people were asking him how
they should prepare (ordinary folks,
tax collectors, soldiers). He tailored
his response to what fit each of them.
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we be doing these final days in
preparation for Christmas?

Readings for the Week

December 13, 2009

Sun:Zep 3:1418a/Phil 4:47
Lk 3:10-18

Mon: Nm 24:27, 1517a
Mt 21:2327

Tues:Zep 3:32, 9-13/Mt 21:2832

Wed:Is 45:6b8, 18, 2125

Lk 7:18b-23
ThursGn 49:2, 810/Mt 1:1-17
Fri: Jer 23:58/Mt 1:1825
Sat:Jgs 13:27, 2425a/Lk 1:525
Sun:Mi 5:1-4a/Heb 10:510

Lk 1:3945

WHAT Do You WANT FOR CHRISTMAS’
WHAT Do You NEEDFOR CHRISTMAS’

| think all of us have a secrefshlist for Christmas. As children, we
would dream of a new bike or baseball glove, etc. And then when
Christmas came and we unwrapped our present (sometimes we go mor
than one) we would find we had received new socks or ascoagthing
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wantsand a short list ofieeds Granted, we are not monks living in a
monastery having taken the vow of poverty but we can still live that
quality of poverty and simplicity of life. We can resist the urge to get
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urges we have to buy anything and everything and living like a hermit in
a cave. And what a great example we would be giving to our children
and grandchildren. They would see us living with moderation and disci-
plieOThede Rrd/guakltiBsX@yccertainly need as they grow up.

Now all of this has to do with the material aspect of gift giving and
receiving. Now ask yourself what yoeally need for Christmas. |
would hope your answer would have something to do with your spiritual
life. The real gift we need for Christmas is some grace to help us be ho-
lier, some grace to be more trusting in God, some grace to deal with a
habit of sin, some grace to be less materialistic, some grace to be less
impatient, more disciplined, less selfish, etc.
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course the whole focus of the world is on the feast of Christmas. But
maybe we should every once in a while think about the coming of Christ
at the end of our lives. At that point it would be more important than
ever to have received that special spiritual gift that would make us holy
and ready for heaven.

What gift do you really need this Christmas?




