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READINGS  
FOR THE WEEK OF 
NOVEMBER 8, 2009 

 
Sunday: 

1 Kgs 17:10-16 

Heb 9:24-28 

Mk 12:38-44 or 12:41-44 

 

Monday:  
Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12 

1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17 

Jn 2:13-22 

 

Tuesday: 
Wis 2:23-3:9 

Lk 17:7-10 

  

Wednesday: 
Wis 6:1-11 

Lk 17:11-19 

 

Thursday: 
Wis 7:22b-8:1 

Lk 17:20-25 

 

Friday: 
Wis 13:1-9 

Lk 17:26-37 

 

Saturday: 
Wis 18:14-16; 19:6-9 

Lk 18:1-8 

 

Next Sunday: 
Dn 12:1-3 

Heb 10:11-14, 18 

Mk 13:24-32 

 

HOMEWORK ?? 
 It has been my habit in the past to report on the clergy workshops I attend 

twice a year. I was unable to attend our last workshop because of a conflict. The 

topic was on Vatican Council II. Even though I never attended the workshop, I 

feel I can still give some valid reflections on Vatican Council II. I was born in 

1945 so I experienced the church prior to the council - my grade school and high 

school and even seminary years. Vatican Council II was the first church council 

that was not convened in order to deal with a problem. Pope John XXIII felt the 

church needed to address itself to the changing world. The world was indeed 

changing and so were people’s attitude towards the place of the church in their 

lives. 

 When people think of the changes set in motion by Vatican Council II, 

they usually think of the changes in the liturgy. But there were other changes that 

touched at the very nature of what it meant to be church. When I was a child, 

church was the priest, bishop and pope. Father ran the parish and called all the 

shots. The laity had little say in the running of the parish. In fact, the laity’s in-

volvement was somewhat limited. What Vatican Council II did was open the 

door to the idea that the church was all of us and that we all need to be involved 

in church life. I looked myself at what is happening in St. Gerald and realize that 

much would not happen if it weren’t for the dedication and commitment and deep 

involvement of parishioners. Thank you very much. You are the Church. This is 

your parish. My job is to be a good leader and shepherd. 

 Another change that seemed to have taken place because of Vatican 

Council II is the understanding of what the spiritual life is all about. Prior to Vati-

can Council II, there was a more vertical understanding of spirituality. That 

means my personal, direct relationship with God. After Vatican Council II there 

seemed to be a bigger emphasis on the horizontal. I live out my relationship with 

God in how I serve my neighbor. There was greater awareness of being involved 

in social issues. “What you do to the least of my brother you do to me.” 

 I am glad I grew up when I did. I liked the church as a child and I love 

being part of the church during this era of Vatican Council II. Things are not per-

fect but as the folks who took the church history class learned, there has never 

been a perfect time in the church. 

 The church is ever changing and it’s important to believe that these 

changes are guided and directed by the Holy Spirit. 

32nd Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 The religious group Jesus was most critical of 

were the Scribes and Pharisees. He criticized them 

because their words did not match their actions. They 

preached holiness but were far from being generous in 

heart and soul. The story of the widow contributing two small coins gives us 

pause to think about our own stewardship. 


