CHURCH: 9602 Q Street

READINGS
FOR THE WEEK OF

SEPTEMBER 27/)~ 2000

Sunday:
Nm 11:25-29
Jas 5:1-6
Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48

Monday:
Zec 8:1-8
Lk 9:46-50

Tuesday:

Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-

12a
Jn 1:47-51

Wednesday:
Neh 2:1-8
Lk 9:57-62

Thursday:
Neh 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12
Lk 10:1-12

Friday:
Bar 1:15-22
Mt 18:1-5, 10

Saturday:
Bar 4:5-12, 27-29
Lk 10:17-24

Next Sunday:
Gn 2:18-24
Heb 2:9-11
Mk 10:2-16 or 10:2-12

ST.

LAKEVIEW CHAPEL: 7859 Lakeview Street

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

To what extremes would we go to get to heaven? Jesus uses some
exaggerated examples in today’s gospel. By over stating his case, he
makes his point clear. We should never set limits on our efforts to
grow in holiness and strive for the glory of heaven.
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CALL OF ST MATTHEW

This is a picture of the Call of St. Matthew by Michelangelo
Caravaggio (1571-1610). This last week, we celebrated the Feast of St.
Matthew (Matthew
9:9-13). St. Mat-
thew was a Jew
who collaborated
with the Roman
occupiers of Israel.
He collected the
taxes the Romans
imposed on the
Jewish inhabitants.
He was considered
a traitor and sinner
by his fellow coun-
trymen. It was sin-
ful even to be asso-
ciated with tax collectors. And yet Jesus calls him to be one of his disci-
ples and ultimately to be an apostle.

When you look at the picture, you will notice the light over Jesus’
head (from God) and not from the window. Notice that three people have
fingers that are pointing towards St. Matthew. One is Jesus’ call, the other
1s St. Peter’s (who is probably saying “you have to be kidding”) and then
St. Matthew’s (who me?). Notice that two men are staring at the money on
the table. They are totally unaware of Jesus’ call to follow him. There is a
wonderful message here.

If we are so into the things of this world, we will all miss Jesus’
call to follow him. We have to leave behind whatever takes our focus off
Jesus. We have to be ready to leave behind whatever would keep us from
following Jesus. (for St. Matthew it was his job and his money). May we
always be free enough to hear and see Jesus’ call.
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