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READINGS  
FOR THE WEEK OF 

SEPTEMBER 13, 2009 
 

Sunday: 
Is 35:4-7a 

Jas 2:1-5 

Mk 7:31-37 

 

Monday:  
Col 1:24-2:3 

Lk 6:6-11 

 

Tuesday: 
Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30 

Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23 

  

Wednesday: 
Col 3:1-11 

Lk 6:20-26 

 

Thursday: 
Col 3:12-17 

Lk 6:27-38 

  

Friday: 
1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14 

Lk 6:39-42 

 

Saturday: 
1 Tm 1:15-17 

Lk 6:43-49 

 

Next Sunday: 
Is 50:5-9a 

Jas 2:14-18 

Mk 8:27-35 

 

 

 

EXULTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 
 On Monday, we celebrate the cross. Why in the world do we cele-

brate and glorify an instrument of death? You can understand celebrating 

birthdays and anniversaries - they are happy events. But to celebrate and 

even make central to our faith the death of Jesus seems contradictory. This 

is the very challenge St. Paul had when he began to proclaim the good 

news of Jesus Christ. He had to convince people that the death of Jesus 

really was good news. St. Paul came to realize that it was only in Jesus’ 

death and resurrection that the grip of sin and Satan and death could be 

broken. Jesus’ resurrection was God’s ultimate act of victory. Now we can 

know, even when sin, Satan, and death seem to have the upper hand, they 

do not. Nor will they ever win the battle of good versus evil. St. Paul 

preached the cross and gloried in the cross. Because of that we Christians 

take the sign of death and defeat and raise it up as the symbol of our faith. 

Every time we make the sign of the cross upon ourselves we are marking 

ourselves out as one who belongs to Christ. We are professing, no matter 

what is happening in our live, that the love and power of God is with us to 

uphold us. 

 When you make the sign of the cross try to think about its mean-

ing. Also teach your little ones (is age two or three too young?) how to 

make the sign of the cross. Tell them it’s a sign of God’s love for them. 

 

 

 

Join us for the St. Gerald Parish Festival 

Today, September 13 

Noon to 6pm 

Fun, Food and Fellowship 
 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

Today’s gospel selection is the mid-point of Mark’s gospel. Up to 

this point Jesus has slowly been revealing who he is and how he will ful-

fill his mission to save us. Jesus saves us by his suffering and death, to 

follow Jesus also means that we too take up our cross and follow him. 


